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Inscription. 


To  the  Church,  Congregation  and  Friends,  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Society  of  Jordan,  N.  Y.,  as  a Souvenir 
of  its  past  History,  and  appeal  for  devotion  to  its 
present  and  future  interests,  this  Volume  is 
affectionately  inscribed  by  its  present  Pastor. 


ftofarp. 


The  papers  comprising  this  pamphlet,  were  prepared  in  lieu 
of  the  Historical  Discourse,  recommended  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States,  to  be  de- 
livered in  the  several  churches  of  her  charge,  during  the  Centen- 
nial of  American  Independence  just  closed. 

They  were  presented  at  a Memorial  Service  and  Sociable,  held 
on  Tuesday  afternoon  and  evening,  December  5,  1876  ; and  are 
printed  by  desire  of  friends,  who  were  greatly  interested  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  occasion. 

Not  intended  originally  for  publication,  but  printed  here  (with 
slight  revisions  and  additions)  as  read  on  the  occasion,  the  critic 
will  please  peruse  with  that  charity  the  circumstances  demand. 

The  brevity  of  reference  to  some  portions  ot  the  history,  and 
to  some  of  the  people  making  it,  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the 
• loss  and  destruction  of  parts  of  the  records. 

Statements  obtained  from  other  sources,  have  been  verified  by 
careful  investigation  and  corroboration,  so  that  the  reader  may 
rely  on  their  accuracy. 

As  more  fully  meeting  the  design  of  the  General  Assembly,  in 
the  recommendation  referred  to,  and  in  the  hope  ot  deepening, 
and  drawing  out,  to  more  profitable  exercise,  the  interest  awak- 
ened by  the  Memorial  Services,  the  Author  has  added  the  dis- 
course delivered  the  following  Sabbath  morning,  with  that  purpose 
and  prayer ; and  as  a ready  reference  for  present  and  future  use, 
the  appointments  for  Church  and  Sabbath  School  services,  and 
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PREFACE. 


management  of  the  several  departments  of  our  Society’s  work, 
are  fully  set  forth. 

Should  the  perusal  of  this  compilation  prove,  in  any  degree, 
inspiring  and  profitable,  to  the  friends  of  the  Society,  and  promo- 
tive of  Zion’s  advancement,  the  writer  will  rejoice. 

Whatever  pecuniary  profit  shall  accrue,  from  the  sale  of  this 
edition,  will  be  applied  to  the  interests  of  the  Sabbath  School,  of 
which  Mr.  C.  D.  Barnes  (the  writer  of  its  historical  sketch)  is 
the  Superintendent. 

The  writer  takes  this  opportunity  to  assure  all  connected  with 
the  church  and  congregation,  of  his  sincere  and  earnest  desire  for 
their  highest  welfare  ; and  wishes  them,  in  [lie  fullest  and  best 
significance  of  the  greeting — “ A Happy  New  Year  !” 

He  subscribes  himself, 

Your  Pastor  and  Fellow- laborer, 

J.  EDWARD  CLOSE. 

Jordan,  N.  Y.,  January  1,  1877. 


Uvtcf  jftcpml  x«f  tire 
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Commenced  with  a public  meeting  in  the  church,  on  Tuesday 
afternoon,  Deo.  5,  1876,  at  2 p.  m.,  followed  in  the  evening  bv  a 
Sociable  (under  the  auspicies  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society)  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Calvin  Foote  Daggett.  They  were  largely  attended. 

The  public  meeting  was  opened  with  an  anthem,  beautifully 
rendered  by  the  choir,  as  was  also  all  the  praise  of  the  service. 
The  choir  consisted  of  the  following  persons  : — Calvin  Foote 
Daggett  (Leader),  Miss  L.  Daggett  (Organist),  Mrs.  Isaac  C.  Otis, 
Mrs.  Nancy  Carson,  Miss  Tenney,  Mr.  John  Tyler  and  Mr. 
Mead  McKissick. 

The  Scriptures  were  then  read  by  the  Rev.  Huntington  Ly- 
man, of  Triangle,  N.  Y.  (former  pastor  of  this  church).  The  se- 
lection was  Psalm  115.  “Not  unto  us,  O Lord,  not  unto  us, 
but  unto  thy  name  give  glory  ! etc.” 

Prayer  for  the  Divine  blessing  was  offered  by  the  Rev. 
George  R.  Smith,  recently  called  to  the  stated  supply  of  the 
church  at  Elbridge. 

A history  of  the  church,  by  the  Pastor,  and  ot  the  Sabbath 
School,  by  the  Superintendent,  were  then  read,  interspersed  with 
appropriate  selections  of  music. 

Rev.  H.  Lyman,  pastor  of  the  church  in  1841,  then  addressed 
the  meeting  in  a spicy  speech  (characteristic  ot  Mr.  Lyman), 
which  was,  unfortunately,  not  reported.  The  facts  he  gave  con- 
cerning his*1  connection  with  the  church  are  found  elsewhere  in 
this  publication  ; while  the  references  to  his  life,  before  and  since, 
are  found  in  our  “ Notes  from  or  concerning  former  Ministers. 
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Obituaries  of  former  deceased  ministers  were  then  read — the 
congregation  singing  verses  3 and  4 of  Hymn  727,  in  the  new 
Presbyterian  Hymnal.  After  the  reading  of  obituaries  of  mem- 
bers, and  the  benediction  by  Rev.  H.  Lyman,  the  assembly  dis- 
persed. having  given  (dose  and  interested  attention  to  a most  en- 
joyable service. 

The  pastor  received  and  conveyed  to  the  congregation,  the  re- 
grets of  the  ministers  of  the  village  and  vicinity,  that  they  were 
unavoidably  detained  from  being  present,  giving  adequate  ex- 
planations for  their  absence. 

A meeting  of  Cayuga  Presbytery,  the  same  day,  prevented  the 
pastors  of  sister  churches  attending.  Salutations  of  a cordial  na- 
ture came  instead  of,  but  did  not  fill , the  lack  of  their  personal 
presence  and  sympathy. 

At  the  memorial  service  in  the  evening,  and  during  the  day, 
former  and  present  members  and  friends  exchanged  pleasant  and 
prolitable  intercourse. 

We  were  glad  to  have  the  company  and  fellowship  of  Rev. 
H.  Lyman,  Mr.  Stuart  McKissick,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Mrs.  Chas. 
Chadwick,  Mrs.  Abrams,  and  Mr.  David  Carson,  of  Syracuse, 
also  Mr.  Alonzo  R.  Stevens  of  Oswego,  all  formerly  connected 
with  us — also  to  have  greetings  from  many  former  ministers  and 
members.  The  day  will  be  long  remembered  with  pleasure. 

On  the  Sabbath  following,  the  Memorial  Discourse  was  deliv- 
ered to  an  audience — large,  considering  the  severe  inclemency 
of  the  weather. 

Thus  ended  services,  the  impetus  and  interest  of  which  will 
we  trust,  long  be  felt. 

“Should  auld  acquaintance  be  forgot, 

And  never  brought  to  mind  ?” 


©nr  Q|nrr|  mi  Soring, 


historical  J>lietc)i  liy  tlie  present  gastor. 
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The  strenuous  and  persistent  efforts  of  explorers  and  histori- 
ans, to  recover  from  antiquity,  and  preserve  for  posterity,  the 
relics  and  records  of  former  ages  and  peoples,  assert  the  native 
reluctance  of  humanity  to  part  with  any  portion  of  its  history. 
Men  never  lose  their  interest  in  the  past.  There  is  a strange 
fascination  about  it,  which  they  cannot  easily  shake  off — a fasci- 
nation born  of  that  principle,  by  which  all  races  and  generations 
of  men,  all  periods  and  events  of  time,  are  linked  together  in 
one  history.  That  one  history  of  the  human  family,  like  a 
mighty  river,  ever  widened  and  deepened  by  the  influx  of  innu- 
merable tributaries,  flows  on  and  on — one  continuous  current — 
to  the  great  ocean  of  Eternity.  Into  that  ocean,  doubtless,  num- 
berless other  rivers  of  history,  from  other  worlds,  shall  continue 
to  flow,  originated  and  directed  by  Divine  Wisdom  and  Power. 

If  Livingstone’s  life  was  too  brief  to  trace  and  map  out,  fully  and 
accurately  to  its  very  source,  the  Iiiver  Nile  with  all  its  tributa- 
ries,  how  inadequate  is  the  life  and  labor  of  one  historian  yea,  of 
many — to  trace  back  and  map  out  this  mighty  river,  with  all  its 
countless  and  varied  tributaries  ? Flowing  into  it  are  streams  of 
distinct  and  versified  characteristics,  each  giving  to  it  volume  and 
quality  after  its  kind.  Some  of  these  are  circuitous,  shallow, 
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sluggish  ; others  are  deep,  broad,  powerful ; some  are  clear  and 
pure  and  wholesome  ; others  are  dark,  muddy,  unwholesome  : 
but  each  and  all  affect,  for  better  or  worse,  the  destinies  of  man- 
kind, and  push  human  history  forward  to  its  climax  and  consum- 
mation. 

American  civilization— a stream  broad,  deep,  powerful — of 
high  origin,  noble  course,  extensive  influence — has  vastly  fur- 
thered, and  is  still  advancing,  the  progress  and  powTer  by  which 
humanity  is  to  be  raised  to  a high,  holy,  happy  destiny. 

Our  religious  and  educational  institutions,  as  important  tribu- 
taries, have  given  quality , as  well  as  volume , to  American  civili- 
zation and  prosperity.  As  surely  as  her  vast  rivers  (such  as  the 
Mississippi  and  Hudson)  have  contributed  toiler  material  wealth, 
so  surely  her  free  schools  and  religious  societies  have  developed 
the  powers  of  her  people — mentally,  morally,  spiritually. 

If  England’s  monarch,  good  Victoria,  placing  her  hand  on  the 
Word  of  God,  could  say,  “ This  is  the  secret  of  England's 
greatness /”  America  might  fittingly  respond,  “Amen!  and 
amen  /”  for  her  power  issues  and  is  sustained  thence  and  there- 
by. But  for  the  Bible  and  its  products,  America  could  never 
have  been  what  she  is  to-day  ; and  her  prospects  for  the  future 
rest  upon  the  regard  of  her  people,  for  that  Tree  of  Life  “whose 
leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.” 

The  Centennial  (as  a joyful  period  of  national  history)  is  a 
fitting  season  for  retrospect  of  the  past.  Explorers  are  busy, 
tracing  and  mapping  out  the  origin  and  pathway  of  such  a civili- 
zation ; not  oidy  in  its  general  course,  but  in  fuller  detail  and 
accuracy,  those  local  tributaries  and  rivulets  which  have  contrib- 
uted, each  its  share,  to  the  growth  and  glory  of  the  whole.  This 
year  of  American  Independence  furnishes  a most  auspicious 
occasion  to  review  and  write  up  the  history  of  American  institu- 
tions : and  considering  how  much  of  Presbyterian  element  en- 
tered into  the  foundation  and  development  of  this  nation’s  life, 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  these 
United  States  resolved,  in  a spirit  worthy  her  origin  and  history, 
that  her  pastors  would  do  a proper  and  profitable  thing  to  recap- 
itulate and  review  the  history  of  her  local  churches,  for  the  grate- 
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fill  appreciation  of  her  present  members,  and  the  inspiration  of 
those  who  are  jet  to  be  her  strength  and  stay.  That  the  only 
clergyman  who  signed,  and  supported  in  Congress,  the  famous 

Declaration  of  Independence  should  have  been  a Presbyterian 

John  Witherspoon  by  name — is  a significant  indication  of  the 
part  which  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  her  sons  have  ever 
acted,  and  will  ever  act,'  in  supporting  and  defending  that  glori- 
ous charter  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

While,  however,  we  rejoice  in  our  own  record,  and  review  our 
own  history  as  a Presbyterian  Church,  we  would  not  extol  our 
own,  to  the  disparagement  of  other  evangelical  denominations, 
but  magnify  all  these  as  the  security  and  strength  of  our  great- 
ness and  glory. 

In  tracing  our  history  as  a church,  to  its  source,  I have  learned 
to  sympathize  with  the  great  African  explorer  in  his  attempts  to 
trace  and  map  out  the  course  of  the  Nile.  He  found  that  por- 
tions of  the  river  were  not  get-at-able.  Such  has  been  the  case 
with  me.  There  are  some  breaks  in  the  history  which  I have 
been  unable  to  fill  up.  They  are  due  to  the  fact  that  papers  and 
parchments  are  not  imperishable.  The  only  enduring  and  eter- 
nal records  are  “the  Books  of  Remembrance,”  kept  by  the  divine 
and  Infallible  Historian.  They  alone  will  withstand  the  final 
conflagration.  Human  records,  exposed  to  fire  and  other  ele- 
ments, are  liable  to  damage  and  loss.  The  Sessional  Records, 
from  the  organization  of  our  church,  down  to  1842,  “are  lost, 
stolen  or  strayed.”  A scripture  scene  describes  our  loss  and 
search  for  them,  not  inaptly  : “ And  the  asses  of  King  Saul’s 

“ Father  were  lost,  and  he  passed  thro’  Mount  Ephraim,  and 
w passed  through  the  land  of  Shalisha,  but  they  found  them 

not  / then  they  passed  thro’  the  land  of  Shalim,  and  there  they 
u were  not  ; and  he  passed  through  the  land  of  the  Benjamites, 
“ but  they  found  them  not .” 

There  is  but  a faint  hope,  however,  that  any  Samuel  will  come 
to  us,  as  one  did  to  Saul,  saying  ““They  are  found.”  Then  the 
recent  fire  carried  off  our  trustees’  records  from  1842  to  the 
present  time.  These  losses  involve  some  omissions  and  imperfec- 
tions ; although,  by  inquiry  and  investigation,  I have  been  en- 
abled, in  some  measure,  to  supply  the  lack  from  other  sources. 
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The  statements  contained  in  this  paper  have  been  obtained  from 
reliable  sources,  and  verified,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  two  or 
three  witnesses  whose  harmonious  testimony  establishes  their 
authenticity  and  authority. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  obituaries  to  follow  this  paper,  a goodly 
number  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  village  were  of  Puritan 
origin  and  of  Puritan  faith.  Coming  hither,  most  of  them, 
directly  from  the  New  England  States,  they  brought  with  them 
regard  for  the  faith  of  their  fathers,  and  fidelity  to  the  worship 
and  service  of  their  fathers’  God.  u A vigorous  and  hardy 
“ people,  firm  set  in  the  principles  of  honesty,  and  the  practices 
“ of  virtue  ; * * sober,  industrious,  frugal ; resolute,  zealous  and 
“ steadfast”  (as  one  writer  describes  them),  we  owe  much  to  the 
lives  and  labors  of  these  pioneers.  They  illustrated  what  the 
same  writer  referred  to*  says  of  the  Puritans  as  a people.  “ The 
“ gaze  of  the  Puritan  was  turned  ever  to  posterity.  He  believed 
“ in  the  future.  ITis  affections  and  hopes  were  with  the  coming 
“ ages.  For  his  children  he  toiled  and  sacrificed  ; for  them  the 
“ energies  of  his  life  were  cheerfully  exhausted.”  It  is  a faithful 
delineation  of  those  good  old  fathers  and  founders  of  our  church, 
Botsford,  Greene,  Daggett,  Norton,  Otis,  Stevens — names  sug- 
gesting these  very  qualities. 

These  settlers,  concerting  together  by  community  of  interests 
and  principles,  formed  the  nucleus  of  our  church  organization. 

As  early  certainly  as  1824,  religious  meetings  were  held  in  the 
school-houses.  In  1825  was  commenced  the  first  Sabbath-school 
of  Jordan,  Mr.  Alva  D.  Botsford  being  the  superintendent.  The 
Sabbath-school  work  largely  aided  and  advanced,  (as  it  always 
does),  the  establishment  and  increase  of  the  church.  Of  its  his- 
tory and  results  Mr.  Chester  D.  Barnes  will  give  us  a paper,  so 
that  it  is  needless  for  me  to  occupy  this  with  further  reference  to 
that  work. 

In  1824  and  1825  Bev.  Stephen  Porter,  of  Elbridge,  (Father 
Porter,  as  he  was  called),  preached  once  a Sabbath,  at  intervals 
of  four  or  ftve  weeks  ; and  in  1826  his  successor  to  the  charge  of 
the  Elbridge  Congregational  Church — the  Bev.  Timothy  Stowe  — 
continued  these  occasional  supplies.  By  the  obituary  of  Bev. 
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Timothy  Stowe,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  was  for  a long  time  act- 
ively interested  in  Jordan  affairs.  To  his  earnest  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  education  Jordan  owes  its  academy,  of  which  he  was 
for  a time  the  efficient  and  popular  principal. 

During  the  summers  of  1826-28,  several  Auburn  students 
recruited  their  health,  and  held  religious  services  in  the  school- 
houses  here.  Of  these  Messrs.  Crab  and  Kent,  who  died  on  the 
holne  mission  field,  are  mentioned.  Mr.  Kent  received  as  com- 
pensation a suit  of  clothes ; other  students  dispensed  “ the  Bread 
of  lAfe  ” for  “ the  bread  that  perishethf  and  were  content 
withal. 

The  Botsford  and  Jenkyns  family  (always  earnest  and  active 
in  the  support  of  religious  meetings  and  enterprises)  usually  en- 
tertained these  students. 

The  first  step  towards  the  organization  of  the  Society  was 
taken  June  9,  1829,  when,  “ pursuant  to  public  notice,  given  on 
“ the  two  preceding  Sundays,  conformably  to  the  statute  in  such 
“ cases  made  and  provided”  (as  stated  in  the  report  thereof),  a 
meeting,  of  which  Dr.  Aaron  Pitney  was  president,  and  Lemuel 
B.  Raymont,  secretary,  convened  at  7 o’clock  p.  m.,  in  the  brick 
school-house  (now  owned  by  Nicholas  Craner,  clothier,  and  used 
as  a dwelling-house),  situated  in  the  south-east  corner  of  the  Jor- 
dan academy  lot. 

At  that  meeting  the  first  Board  of  Trustees  (five  in  number) 
were  elected  by  ballot.  These,  with  a clerk,  constituted  the  first 
officers  of  the  society,  and  were  as  follows:  JIeeman  Jenkyns, 

Aaeon  Pitney,  Eben.  Mooehouse,  Jas.  W.  Redfield,  Edmund 
W.  Botsford,  and  Sidney  M.  Noeton,  clerk.  They  are  all  de- 
ceased, and  such  obituaries  of  them  as  can  be  obtained  are  fur- 
nished in  the  sketches  of  “ Our  Departed  Friends.” 

The  next  step  was  taken  by  the  Rev.  Timothy  Stowe,  June  17, 
1829.  The  records  of  Cayuga  Presbytery  state  that,  at  a meet- 
ing held  that  date  at  Ludlowville — 

“ The  Rev.  Mr.  Stowe  presented  a request  from  the  members 
“ of  the  church  in  Elbridge  residing  in  Jordan,  to  be  formed 
« into  a separate  church.  Hereupon  resolved,  that  Rev.  Levi 
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“ Parsons  and  Justus  Hough,  with  Mr.  Smith  (Elder)  of  Brutus, 
“ be  a committee  to  organize  a church  in  Jordan,  if  they  shall 
“ deem  it  expedient.” 

The  following  extract  from  the  diary  of  the  Rev.  Levi  Par- 
sons, kindly  furnished  by  his  son,  Dr.  Parsons,  of  Marcellus,  fixes 
the  date  of  church  organization  at  July  2,  1829. 

EXTRACT. 

“ 1829.  Tuesday,  June  1 6th. — Rode  to  Ludlowville  ; attend- 
“ ed  Presbytery,  Rev.  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Moderator  ; Presbytery  ad 
“ jour ned  just  at  night  on  Thursday.  I am  appointed  on  a 
“ committee  with  Mr.  Hough  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Brutus  (Elder), 
“ to  attend  to  the  formation  ot  a church  at  Jordan.” 

“Thursday,  July  2d,  1829. — Left  Clyde  in  the  morning. 
“ Went  through  Jordan,  at  which  place  met  with  Rev.  Mr. 
“ Hough  and  Mr.  Smith,  Elder,  a committee  from  Presbytery  to 
“ form  a church  in  that  place,  if  we  deemed  proper.  Rev.  Mr. 
“ Stowe  and  Mr.  Ingersoll,  who  is  preaching  at  Jordan,  were 
“ present.  We  proceeded  to  form  a church  consisting  of  18  (8 
“ men  and  10  women).  It  is  expected  a number  will  soon  unite 
“ to  make  it  up  to  30.” 

Of  the  organizing  committee,  only  Elder  Smith,  of  Brutus, 
survives.  He  now  resides  about  two  miles  from  Weedsport. 

The  members  who  were  transferred  from  the  El  bridge  Congre- 
gational Church  to  form  this  Presbyterian  Society,  were 
Edmund  W.  Botsford,  Alva  D.  Botsford,  Delana  Botsford,  Mary 
Botsford  (wife  of  Edmund  W.),  Thomas  L.  Carson,  William 
Newall,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Herman  Jenkyns),  Delatus  Frary, 
Sally  (wife  of  Elihu  Frary),  Sara  Coonley  (now  Otis),  William 
Nickerson,  Matilda  Stevens  (wife  of  Robert  Stevens),  Thomas 
Stevens,  John  Stevens,  and  Eleanor  (wife  of  John  Stevens). 

To  these  there  were  added,  at  the  same  time,  or  shortly  after, 
from  Jordan  village  and  vicinity:  Jane  Carson  (now  Ward),  our 

oldest  member ; Ebenezer  Daggett  and  Mary  P.,  his  wife 
(father  and  mother  of  Calvin  Eoote)  ; Salmon  Greene  and  Amy, 
his  wife. (father  and  mother  of  Robert  E.  Greene)  ; Eliza  Bell, 
(mother  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Gillespie)  ; Nancy  McKissick  (now 
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Blakeslie) ; Ebenezer  Moorhouse  and  his  wife  (from  Cato)  ; Pom- 
eroy Tobey  and  wife,  and  others.  Of  the  original  Elbridge 
members,  but  two  remain  with  us — Mrs.  Herod  Otis  (Sara  Coon- 
ey), and  Mr.  Thomas  Stevens.  Mrs.  Mary  Botsford  (wife  of 
Edmund  W.)  now  resides  with  her  son,  Rev.  A.  P.  Botsford  of 
Port  Jervis. 

Of  original  members  from  the  village  and  vicinity,  we  have  in 
connection  with  us  now  Mrs.  Jane  Ward  (Jane  Carson)  and  Mrs. 
Nancy  Blakeslie. 

Tire  first  Session  elected  July  2d,  1829,  consisted  of  six  elders  : 
Alya  D.  Botsford,  Ebenezer  Daggett,  Salmon  G-reene, 
Pomeroy  Tobey,  William  Newall,  Ebenezer  Moorhouse. 

All  these  are  gone  to  their  long  home,  and  we  trust  a rich  re. 
ward. 

The  Rev.  John  Ingersoll  (who  was  preaching  here  at  the  date 
of  the  organization)  came  to  Jordan  in  the  spring  of  1829.  He 
was  a member  of  the  Rutland  Congregational  Association,  and 
was  the  first  minister  of  the  church.  He  was  not,  however,  in- 
stalled. He  received  a commission  from  the  American  Home 
Missionary  Society,  August  12,  1829,  to  labor  in  Jordan  for  one 
year  from  that  day.  He  received  as  his  salary  $300  per  year,  a 
portion  of  which  the  Home  Missionary  Society  paid.  That 
Society’s  report  for  May,  1830,  speaks  of  Jordan  as  a promising 
field.  Mr.  Ingersoll  was  a zealous  temperance  advocate,  and 
Jordan,  at  that  time,  “a  hard  road  to  travel”  in  that  direction. 

January  20,  1830. — The  next  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  after 
the  appointment  of  organizing  committee.  The  committee  re- 
ported that  they  had  organized  the  church  at  Jordan,  and  it  was 
accordingly  received  under  the  care  ol  Presbytery.  Alva  Bots- 
ford appears  in  the  roll  of  Presbyterial  meeting,  June  15,  1830, 
as  the  first  delegate  to  that  body  from  this  church. 

The  American  Home  Missionary  Society’s  report  for  May, 
1831,  says  that  the  Rev.  William  Page  had  succeeded  Mr.  In- 
gersoll as  minister  of  Jordan  church.  There  is  no  evidence  of 
the  church  receiving  any  Home  Missionary  aid  after  this  date. 
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As  Mr  Page  was  the  first  minister  who  preached  in  the  church 
building,  this  seems  a suitable  point  to  divide  the  society’s  history 
into  two  parts.  We  will  refer,  Firslly,  to  the  material  struc- 
ture and  temporal  interests  of  the  Society  ; and,  Secondly,  to 
its  spiritual  oversight  and  interests. 

T'Ik'  Material  Jgtvuctuvjc. 

The  land  on  which  the  church  stands  was  bought  of  Horace 
Dodge,  and  conveyed  by  deed  to  the  trustees,  on  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, 1830.  It  formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  Hollis  Knowlton,  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Jordan.  He  now  resides  with  his 
daughter,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Rodger.  He  was  a liberal  contributor  to 
the  fund  for  erecting  this  church.  His  wife  (deceased  sometime 
since)  was  one  of  its  earliest  members. 

The  church  was  built  by  subscription  and  cost  $4,000.  The 
original  list  of  subscribers  being  lost,  no  names  are  given. 

The  building  contract  was  taken  originally  by  Ebenezer  Dag- 
gett and  Salmon  Greene  for  $3,500.  This  firm  put  in  the  firm 
foundations,  and  sub-let  the  remainder  to  John  Yan  Patten, 
builder,  of  Schenectady,  for  $3,000. 

The  stone  for  the  foundation  was  drawn  by  a uBee”  of  vil- 
lagers, who  volunteered  for  the  good  work  and  united  in  it,  irre- 
spective of  religious  belief.  The  laying  of  her  foundation  unified 
the  sympathies  and  labors  of  all  friends  of  the  Christian  religion 
in  Jordan.  May  the  Presbyterian  church  ever  be  foremost  to 
promulgate  and  promote  Christian  unity  ! Thomas  Stevens  (the 
oldest  original  male  member  of  the  church  now  living)  drew  the 
first  load  of  stone  with  an  ox  team.  He  was  then  in  the  employ 
of  James  W.  Redfield,  one  of  the  trustees.  Edmund  W.  Bots- 
ford  (one  of  the  most  sterling  Christians)  was  most  energetic  and 
indefatigable  in  the  erection  of  the  edifice — a pillar  of  the  church 
and  a pattern  of  piety. 

The  church  was  built  during  the  summer  of  1830  and  spring 
of  1831.  June  30,  1831,  the  Cayuga  Presbytery  assembled  in 
the  church  and  dedicated  it,  a Professor  of  Auburn  Seminary 
preaching  the  sermon. 
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The  original  plan  of  seats  is  as  sketched  below,  being  roughly 
copied  from  a plan  drawn  by  J.  McClure,  Jr.,  about  1845. 
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There  were  originally  galleries  around  three  sides  of  the 
church,  as  in  the  Elbridge  Congregational  Church.  The  en- 
trance was  from  the  basement,  as  in  the  Methodist  Church  of 
this  place  now.  The  pulpit  was  on  the  north  side,  and  the  choir 
gallery  on  the  south ; the  seats  facing  the  opposite  way  to  what 
they  now  do. 
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The  sale  of  seats  took  place  shortly  after  the  dedication.  The 
following  is  a copy  of  the  original  conditions  of  sale  and  list  of 
purchasers: 

CONDITIONS  FOR  THE  SALE  OF  SLIPS  IN  THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

“1st.  The  slips  not  to  be  sold  less  than  they  are  appraised  at. 

2d.  Those  persons  who  have  heretofore  subscribed  towards  the 
building  of  said  house  will  have  the  privilege  of  applying  the 
sum  so  subscribed  on  their  purchase  (they  fulfilling  the  condi- 
tions as  set  forth  in  that  instrument),  the  excess,  if  any,  over  the 
amount  of  such  subscription,  to  be  paid  in  manner  following  : 
one-fifth  in  thirty  days,  the  remainder  in  one  year,  with  interest. 

3d.  Those  persons  who  are  not  subscribers  to  pay  one-fifth  in 
thirty  days,  and  the  remaining  four-fifths  in  one  year,  with  in- 
terest. 

4th.  No  subscription,  other  than  the  purchaser’s,  to  apply  un- 
less it  is  mentioned  at  the  time  of  sale. 

5th.  The  purchaser  of  a slip  or  slips,  who  shall  refuse  to  pay 
the  first  payment  within  ten  days  after  the  same  shall  become 
due,  the  slip  or  slips  to  be  re-sold,  and  the  loss,  if  any,  to  be 
paid  by  the  first  purchaser,  lie  forfeiting  all  right  to  any  advance 
which  the  sum  may  be  sold  for. 

6th.  The  purchasers  to  give  their  notes  to  the  Trustees  for 
the  amount  of  their  purchases,  payable  as  above  stated ; and  on 
the  receipt  of  said  notes  by  the  Trustees,  they  will  give  to  the 
purchaser  a certificate  for  a deed  to  be  given  to  the  purchaser 
when  the  whole  amount  of  the  purchase  money  shall  be  fully 
paid. 

7th.  No  material  alteration  to  be  made  in  any  of  the  slips,  un- 
less by  the  consent  of  a majority  of  the  Trustees. 

8th.  The  purchasers  to  sign  their  names  to  the  above  condi- 
tions.” 
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PURCHASERS’  NAMES. 


Ira  Jenkyns 


WHOSE  SUB.  TO  APPLY. 


Isaac  Otis 

Herman  Jenkyns 

A.  I).  & E.  W.  Botsford 

Herman  Jenkyns  

Nathan  Munro  

John  Dodge 

Isaac  Otis 

A.  D.  & E W.  Botsford  

P.  Smith  & Co 

Hollis  Knowlton 

David  Steel 

W.  H.  Knowlton 

Jas.  W.  Redfield 

Edward  Crane. 

Eben  Daggett 

tra  Jenkyns  and  B.  Coonly 

H.  Daggett. ...  

Fred  Prince 

3.  Partridge  and  Botsford 

Erastus  Baker,  Jr  

Elenry  Barr 

Am.  Stevens 

Sidney  M Norton 

Pomeroy  Tobey  and  Morris 

\.aron  Pitney ....  

I\  L.  arson 

John  Stevens 

William  Nicholson 

James  Coonedale 

^aron  McKissick  and  brother . . . . 

3enj.  Coonley 

Eben.  Moorehouse 

Elihu  Frary 

Salmon  Greene 

dAson,  Carson,  Newall,  Bensoh 

3avid,  Henry  and  A.  Ward 

lohn  Eggleston,  Simeon  M.  Carter 

Herman  Jenkyns 

lhamer  Miller  

j.  B.  Raymond  and  S Powers 

Nathan  Munro 

E.  E.  Fulton 

Ezra  Breed  and  Van  Valkenberg 

lobert  Steven 

).  Wilson  (half)  at  $2  Feb.  1 

JcBurney  and  Hurlbut,  $4  

/Vililam  Porter  rented  for  one  year  from 
March  1st  at  $4 


Bell,  Cafflins  & Riggs. 


Nicholls,  Stevens. 


lenry  Warren. 
I.  Dodge 


)f  seats  realized  $3,173;  the  highest  price  per  seat 
the  lowest  $25. 
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The  seats  were  in  the  ancient,  straight,  high-backed  style,  con- 
structed, one  would  imagine,  to  screen  sleeping  children  from, 
and  prop  up  adults  to,  the  preacher’s  gaze.  The  original  pulpit 
was  on  the  old  principle.  When  we  see  one  now,  we  involuntarily 
think  of  that  toy  of  toys,  “ Jack  in  the  Box,”  or  the  traveling 
institution  of  u Bunch  and  Judy.”  The  head  only  of  the  occu- 
pant being  visible,  we  find  ourselves  making  a free  application 
of  the  passage  “ He  taketh  no  pleasure  in  the  legs  of  a man ! ” 

Calvin  Foote  Daggett  remembers  that  his  father,  being  desirous 
to  see  more  of  the  minister’s  fair  proportions,  caused  the  box-pul- 
pit to  be  replaced  by  one  of  more  modern  style,  and  placed  for 
the  ministerial  seat  the  sofa  now  in  the  small  session  room. 

Later  in  the  history,  a bell  was  subscribed  for,  costing  about 
$450. 

It  has  been  said  and  repeated  by  divers  informers,  that  a par- 
sonage was  sold  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  defray  this  expense, 
on  the  principle,  we  presume,  that  it  is  better  to  furnish  music  for 
the  multitude  than  a habitation  for  the  needy  pastor ! 

No  material  alteration  was  made  in  the  structure  till  1863, 
when  the  church  was  reconstructed  to  its  present  shape,  at  a cost 
of  $ 4000. 

Besides  the  society  members,  quite  a number  of  business  men 
of  the  village  contributed  to  the  enterprise. 

Here  let  honorable  and  grateful  mention  be  made  of  Mr.  W. 
Thomson  Graves,  of  Auburn,  Mr.  Stuart  McKissick,  of  Albany, 
and  Mr.  William  Newall,  of  Syracuse,  as  liberal  subscribers  to 
the  reconstruction. 

The  architect  of  the  work  was  Mr.  White,  of  Syracuse ; the 
builder,  Mr.  Gibson,  of  this  place. 

The  porch  at  the  entrance  way  was  affixed,  and  the  entrance 
altered  and  improved.  The  galleries  and  old  seats  were  taken 
away.  The  recess  at  the  rear  of  present  desk  added,  stained 
glass  windows  inserted,  and  the  entire  arrangement  of  seats  re- 
versed, more  modern  seats  being  substituted  for  the  old  ones. 
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The  whole  was  frescoed,  painted  and  renewed,  making  it  one  of 
the  prettiest  country  churches  for  miles  around. 

There  are  indications  of  necessary  repair  and  improvement, 
which  will,  we  hope,  soon  he  undertaken. 

October  8,  1849,  a large  body  of  the  seat-holders  reliquished 
their  “ right,  title,  and  interest  in  all  pews  belonging  to  them  for 
“ three  years  from  the  1st  Nov.,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the 
u salary  of  the  minister,  and  for  such  other  purposes  as  may  be 
“ necessary.  ” Ultimately  the  pews  all  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  trustees,  to  be  rented  or  subscribed  for  as  on  the  present  basis. 

At  the  time  of  the  reconstruction  of  the  church  there  was  or- 
ganized, in  an  another  form,  the  present  Ladies’  Society.  It  was 
then  called  the  “ Sans  Sonci  Society,  ” or  informal  organization 
of  Ladies  for  aiding  in  church  labor  and  enterprize,  notes  of 
which  are  found  in  another  part  of  this  work,  under  the  title 
“ Our  Ladies’  Society.” 

It  is  a most  valuable  auxiliary  to  church  enterprise,  raising 
funds  by  means  of  sociables,  entertainments  and  other  suitable 
experients,  to  defray  the  cost  of  our  music  and  singing,  and  aid 
in  other  departments  of  church  work  and  benevolence.  Already, 
as  we  trust,  their  warm  hearts  and  busy  brains  are  planning  future 
improvements. 

The  sketch  on  the  next  page  shows  the  present  position  of 
seats,  and  gives  a list  of  those  who  occupy  them  : 


. Barnes. 
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The  seats  marked  “Society”  are  to  be  rented. 
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The  financial  arrangements  of  the  church  are  now,  evidently, 
on  a better  footing  than  ever  before.  The  present  system  is  a 
good  one,  and  works  well.  There  are  some  few  points',  however, 
where  we  think  improvements  might  be  effected.  The  weekly 
subscription  plan— the  “ pay-as  you-go  ” system— is  undoubtedly 
the  best  for  the  individual  Christian,  the  church  and  the  com- 
munity, and  should  be  adopted  wherever  practicable.  The  rais- 
ing and  paying  a minister’s  salary  at  uncertain  times,  and  in 
uncertain  amounts,  is  embarrassing  alike  to  ministers  and  mana- 
gers of  churches.  Arrearages  are  fruitful  sources  of  difficulty 
and  unpleasantness  to  pastor  and  people  alike.  They  worry  the 
former  by  disarranging  his  affairs  and  detracting  from  his  influence 
and  good  standing  in  the  community  ; while  a church,  which  has 
the  reputation  of  being  always  in  debt,  is  shunned  by  many  who 

would  otherwise  attend.  Church  debts  are  usually  church  curses. 

\ 

To  Dr.  A.  B.  Howe,  as  actively  interested  in  securing  the 
transfer  of  the  seats  to  the  trustees  and  the  present  arrangement 
of  the  finances,  much  credit  is  due.  Nor  ought  these  memorials 
to  go  down  to  posterity  without  that  meed  of  praise  so  justly  due 
to  our  present  Treasurer,  Mr.  William  F.  Jayne.  His  prompti- 
tude, regularity  and  integrity  eminently  fit  him  for  the  position 
he  holds,  the  duties  of  which  are  so  satisfactorily  discharged. 

Doubtless,  if  the  present  financial  system  had  been  set  on  foot 
years  ago,  the  Society  would  own  to-day  a good  parsonage  ; for 
already  two  parsonages  given  to  the  Society  have  been  sacrificed 
to  -the  Moloch  of  debt.  The  house  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
Nicholas  Craner,  clothier,  was  given  to  the  Society  about  1830, 
by  Isaac  Otis  (grandfather  of  one  of  our  present  trustees  and 
active  supporters,  J.  C.  Otis).  Revs.  Wm.  Page,  Washington 
Thacher  and  Huntington  Lyman  occupied  it  as  sudh.  It  was 
sold,  during  the  pastorate  of  said  Huntington  Lyman,  to  defray 
the  debt  on  the  bell  and  make  up*  salary  arrearages.  During 
Mr.  Thacher’s  ministry,  he  built  for  himself  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Misses  Graham.  On  the  death  of  Isaac  Otis,  Sr., 
in  1854,  another  lot,  with  a small  house  on  it,  came  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  Society,  which  he  bequeathed  to  it  for  a parsonage  ; 
but  Giant  Debt  gulped  it  down  at  one  swallow ! On  the  27th 
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of  February,  1861,  the  Trustees  of  the  Society  petitioned  the 
Onondaga  County  Court,  and  through  its  Judge  (the  Hon.  Rich- 
ard Woolworth)  obtained  leave  to  sell  the  said  lot  to  the  present 
owner  (Mr.  Isaac  C.  Otis)  for  $250 — it  being  distinctly  stipulated 
in  the  order  of  the  said  court  “ that  said  sum  of  money  shall  be 
“ used  and  expended  for  or  toward  the  purchasing  or  procuring 
“ of  a parsonage  for  the  use  of  the  said  corporation.” 

If  I inquired  the  whereabouts  of  the  $250,  or  of  the  Presby- 
terian parsonage  (toward  the  purchase  of  which  it  was  to  have 
gone),  I fear  about  as  consoling  a reply  would  reach  me  as  did 
the  Dutchman  concerning  the  fate  of  his  “leetle  dorg” — “ground 
in  the  sausage  mill” — of  debt  ! 

Before  passing  from  this  question  of  Church  Finance,  as  illus- 
trating the  result  of  debt,  with  a view  to  enforce  the  lessons  of 
the  past  and  not  as  censuring  any  one  (for  I censure  no  one  in 
this  paper,  but  simply  desire  to  be  “a  faithful  and  true”  histor- 
ian), there  is  one  item  worthy  attention,  and  that  is  the  un- 
doubtedly mistaken  and  near-sighted  policy  in  selling  the  land  at 
the  back  of  the  church,  now  owned  by  the  Clinton  Hotel.  This 
was  done  many  years  ago,  and  many  inconveniences  have  been 
the  result.  The  lack  of  shed-room  is  a constant  detriment  to  us. 

It  is  for  the  present  generation,  as  far  as  possible,  to  remedy 
the  mistakes  and  retrieve  ground  lost  by  former  indiscretion  or 
mismanagement. 

It  will  be  a great  and  permanent  advantage  to  the  Society  to 
seize  the  earliest  opportunity  possible  for  securing  a parsonage 
and  contriving  for  the  erection  of  sheds  near  at  hand. 

The  society  has  raised  in  building  and  repairing  the  church  to 


the  present  time,  not  less  than $12,000 

For  supporting  the  ministry  and  sustaining  the  varied  ap- 
pointments of  the  church — i.  e .,  “Congregational 

Expenses” — as  nearly  as  can  be  estimated 38,000 

Benevolence  reported  to  the  General  Assembly  for 
twenty-six  years,  and  averaged  on  that  basis  for  the 
remaining  twenty-one  years,  about 4,000 


Total  amount  raised  in  forty-seven  years  not  less  than . $54,000 
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The  Statistical  Table  appended  to  this  paper  gives  the  list  of 
ministers,  length  of  service,  salaries,  and  other  figures  pertaining 
to  congregational  expenses  and  church  benevolence. 

Here,  with  hearty  appreciation,  let  me  briefly  refer  to  a beau- 
tiful custom  which  has  contributed  so  largely  to  make  the 
arrangements  of  the  sanctuary  attractive  and  pleasing.  u A tiling 
of  beauty  is  a joy  forever.”  It  is  a worthy  part  of  religion  to 
minister  to  the  aesthetic  instincts  and  appetites  of  human  life. 
There  is  no  warrant  in  scripture,  or  reason  for  excluding  from 
God’s  house  and  worship  everything  beautiful  and  elegant  and 
pleasing,  in  form  and  style  and  color.  Religion,  rightly  appre- 
ciated and  obeyed,  harmonizes  all  the  powers  of  human  nature 
in  joyful  accord  ; nor  cramps,  nor  curtails  the  exercise  of  any 
faculty  God  has  given.  In  external  form  and  internal  arrange- 
ments, a church  should  be  so  elegantly  and  beautifully  constructed 
and  furnished  as  to  be  worthy  the  title,  “ Our  holy  and  beautiful 
house.” 

Whatever  shall  add  beauty  and  grace  to  sanctuary  services, 
and  impress  men  that  the  religion  of  Jesus  conserves  and  com- 
mends all  that  is  pure  and  lovely  and  joy-inspiring,  ought  not  to 
be  despised. 

Much  as  we  admire  and  honor  our  puritan  forefathers;  stren- 
uously as  we  would  maintain  those  holy  principles  of  church  life 
and  polity,  which  have  given  backbone  and  muscle  and  sinew 
and  strength  to  our  religious  institutions  and  the  characters  of 
their  supporters,  we  must  dissent  from  that  rigid  and  frigid 
ascetism,  which,  in  many  of  the  exterior  arrangements  of  religious 
edifices  and  services,  has  divorced  beauty  from  holiness,  and 
artistic  attractions  from  Christian  profession  and  conduct.  To 
reveal  the  harmonies  of  God's  words  and  ways  and  works,  that 
men  may  rejoice  in  God  with  all  their  powers  and  gifts,  and  that 
“ their  joy  might  be  full,”  is  the  aim  of  true  religion.  To  give 
“Ibeauty  for  ashes  ; the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning  ; the  garment  of 
praise  for  the  spirit  of  heaviness.”  But  I am  wandering,  unduly, 
into  dissertation  upon  the  (Esthetic , as  opposed  to  the  ascetic 
aspects  of  religious  worship  , and  service,  when  I merely  wanted 
to  speak  of  floral  and  other  tributes  of  beauty,  which  our  ladies 
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on  special  occasions,  such  as  Ordinations,  Sabbath  School  Con- 
certs, &c.,  have  provided  for  the  gratification  of  these  tastes  and 
the  illustration  of  these  harmonies. 

Not  only  at  these  special  services,  but  through  the  Floral  season 
and  whenever  plants  blossom  into  beauty,  our  ladies  have  brought 
them  to  the  house  of  the  Lord  that  the  beauties  of  nature  and 
the  beauties  of  Zion’s  worship  might  be  contemplated  side  by 
side. 

Let  honorable  mention  be  made  in  this  connection  of  Mrs  Dr. 
Paine  and  Mrs  Amanda  Weed,  who  for  many  years  have  given 
this  their  care  and  and  attention.  Having  themselves  an  eye  and 
a taste  for  the  beautiful,  they  have  brought  that  into  admirable 
exercise  for  the  house  of  the  Lord,  into  which  men  are  to  bring 
glory  and  honor,  gifts  and  graces,  “according  to  what  they  have, 
not  according  to  what  they  have  not.”  “ Whatsoever  things  are 
“ true , whatsoever  things  are  honest , whatsoever  things  are  just, 
“ whatsoever  things  are  pure , whatsoever  things  are  lovely , 
“ whatsoever  things  are  of  good  report;  if  there  be  any  virtue 
“ and  if  there  be  any  praise  think  on  these  thing  s.” 

Before  passing  to  the  question  of  the  spiritual  interests  and 
appointments  of  the  church,  it  seems  appropriate  to  allude  to  an 
event  which  excited  profound  sensation  in  this  village — disarrang- 
ing its  commercial  arrangements,  and,  in  more  or  less  degree, 
affecting  the  financial  interests  of  the  churches.  I refer  to  the 
recent  fire,  in  which  two  or  three  of  our  supporters  suffered 
heavy  losses — Dr.  A.  B.  Howe,  Mr.  Calvin  Foote  Daggett  and 
Mr.  Charles  Kelly.  Among  the  books  of  the  latter,  in  his  law 
office,  which  were  completely  consumed,  were  the  trustees’ 
records  of  our  church. 

On  Sabbath  evening,  October  15,  last,  the  villagers  retired  to 
rest  as  usual,  everything  apparently  secure.  The  first  hour  of 
Monday  morning  had  hardly  dawned  before  they  were  startled 
by  the  cry  of  “J<ire  /”  and  awoke  to  find  the  village  brilliantly 
illumined  by  the  raging  conflagration,  yvhich,  in  less  than  an 
hour  of  its  discovery,  utterly  destroyed  “The  Munro  Block.” 
It  was  only  by  strenuous  efforts  that  other  buildings  were  saved. 
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Many  others,  in  different  parts  of  the  village,  ignited,  but  by 
vigilance  and  activity  the  flames  were  put  out,  and  the  conflagra- 
tion limited  to  the  block  referred  to. 

Considerable  snow  having  fallen  on  the  previous  Saturday 
evening,  covering  the  roofs,  largely  accounted  for  the  salvation  of 
the  entire  business  part  of  the  village  from  destruction.  It  was 
necessary  to  keep  watering  the  front  of  the  church,  to  prevent 
its  ignition. 

The  following  account  of  the  fire  appeared  in  the  Syracuse 
Journal  of  the  same  week  : 

TOWN  NEWS. 


A MOST  DISASTROUS  FIRE  IN  JORDAN—  THE  MUNRO  BLOCK  AND  OTHER  BUILDINGS 

BURNED — EIGHTEEN  INDIVIDUALS  AND  FIRMS  BURNED  OUT — TOTAL  LOSS,  $61,600. 

At  an  early  hour  Monday  morning,  a fire  occurred  in  the  village  of  Jordan, 
which  destroyed  one  of  the  largest  buildings,  together  with  several  smaller  ones, 
and  occasioning  a loss  of  $60,000  in  money,  to  say  nothing  of  the  losses  which 
will  accrue  to  the  individuals  and  firms  who  were  suddenly  turned  into  the  street, 
by  a loss  of  time  in  pursuing  their  several  avocations. 

The  fire  was  discovered  at  about  a quarter  past  12  o’clock,  in  the  rear  of  Cra- 
ner’s  store,  which  was  situated  west  of  and  across  a lane  from  the  Munro  Block, 
one  of  the  largest  buildings  in  the  village.  A gale  was  blowing  from  the  west 
at  the  time,  and  as  soon  as  the  flames  found  vent  they  spread  with  wonderful  ra- 
pidity, to  Jackson  & Warner’s  coal  and  lumber  offices  adjoining  on  the  west,  to  a 
dwelling  still  further  west  and  partially  occupied  by  the  postoffice,  and  to  a tene- 
ment house  on  the  north,  upon  the  bank  of  the  canal.  While  these  were  burn- 
ing, the  flames  were  driven  against  the  roof  of  the  Munro  Block,  built  of  brick, 
and  despite  the  efforts  of  the  firemen  with  their  steamer,  the  fire  swept  through 
the  entire  upper  part  of  the  building,  and  with  fearful  rapidity  worked  its  way 
to  the  basement.  To  save  it  was  impossible,  and  the  firemen  abandoned  it  to 
save  the  Rogers  Block  and  the  Davis  Block  across  the  street.  The  wind  blew 
so  furiously  that  large  pieces  of  burning  wood  were  carried  a long  distance,  at 
one  time  setting  fire  to  Mr.  Buck’s  house,  nearly  a quarter  of  a mile  distant. 
School  house  No.  14  also  caught  fire,  as  did  other  buildings  in  the  line  of  the 
current  of  air  wffich  was  made  red  wuth  sparks  and  cinders  The  villagers  gen- 
erally worked  heroically  in  assisting  the  firemen  in  saving  property,  and  only  for 
their  combined  efforts  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  fire  would  have  swTept  through 
to  the  east  side  of  the  village  and  until  it  could  have  found  no  more  buildings  to 
conquer 

The  Munro  Block  was  built  about  thirty  years  ago,  at  a cost  of  about  $25,000. 
It  is  said  to  have  been  purchased  by  R.  S.  Sperry  for  $16,000,  who  now  esti- 
mates his  loss  at  $18,000  and  holds  policies  for  $12,000.  Other  losses  and  insur- 
ance are  reported  as  follows  : — 

Mr.  Craner,  clothing,  loss  $10,000 ; insurance,  $6,000. 

Fancher  & Cole,  hardware,  loss  $7,000  ; insurance,  $4,000. 

C.  H.  Tucker,  druggist,  loss  $6,000  ; insurance,  $3,000. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Howe,  druggist  and  stationer,  loss  $4,000  ; insurance,  $600. 

Daniel  Guilfoyle,  grocer,  loss  $3,000  ; insurance,  $1,500. 

Hunt  & Murray,  grocers,  loss  $1,500;  insurance,  $600. 

James  Peck,  market ; loss  slight. 

C.  F.  Daggett,  manager  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  office,  loss  on  per- 
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sonal  effects,  $500 ; no  insurance.  The  company’s  loss  is  very  light,  the  pro- 
perty having  been  removed. 

S.  M.  Goff,  grocer,  loss  small. 

Stocking  & Waterbury  Brothers,  tobacco  and  cigars,  loss  $3,000  ; insurance, 

$2,000. 

H.  P.  Winsor,  proprietor  of  the  Transcript , loss  $3,000  ; no  insurance. 

William  Porter,  law  office — library,  furniture,  everything — loss  $3,000  ; insur- 
ance, $700. 

Charles  Kelly,  law  office — part  of  library  and  furniture,  legal  papers  saved — 
loss  $1,000  : insurance,  $500. 

Jackson  & Warner,  coal  and  lumber  office,  loss  $1,000  ; insurance  unknown. 

A.  F.  Tracy,  jeweler,  loss  $1,500;  insurance.  $500.  Much  of  his  stock  was  re- 
moved. j 

Nichols  & Bates,  loss  $100  ; no  insurance. 

Total  of  losses,  $61,600. 

There  seems  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  fire  originated  from  the  stove  in  the  of- 
fice where  it  was  first  discovered  Considerable  property  was  saved,  though  the 
progress  of  the  flames  was  so  rapid  as  to  prevent  many  of  the  sufferers  from 
saving  anything  after  their  arrival.  Mr.  Porter’s  loss  is  particularly  severe, 
since  important  papers,  upon  which  no  estimate  in  money  can  be  made,  are 
burned.  The  contents  of  the  postoflfice  were  saved. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Rodger  and  Mr.  Converse  have  purchased  the  site, 
and  the  block  will  be  rebuilt  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  the  following  Sabbath  the  pastor  of  this  church  preached, 
morning  and  evening,  from  Exodus  iii.,  2 and  3 : “ Behold , the 
bush  burned  with  fire , and  the  bush  was  not  consumed  ; taking 
as  his  theme,  “Lessons  from  the  Recent  Fire,  or  Burnt  yet  Un- 
consumed,” and  applying,  as  the  concluding  reflections  and  ad- 
monitions, these  points  : 

“ I.  The  infinite  superiority  of  the  spiritual  over  the  ma- 
“ terial. 

“ II.  The  infinite  folly  and  danger  of  neglecting  the  spir- 
“ itual  for  the  material. 

“ III.  The  infinite  wisdom  and  blessedness  of*  those  who 
u make  the  spiritual  their  first  and  sup>reme  concern .” 

“ Seek  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His  Righteousness.” 

Here  we  pass  suitably  to  the  consideration  of  the  higher  in- 
terests of  our  Church — those  for  which  all  material  organiza- 
tions, all  temporal  arrangements,  are  made,  and  upon  which  all 
the  energies  of  our  hearts  and  hands  should  be  focalized. 
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gfee  ^Spiritual  Interests  anti  Appointments. 

In  this  connection,  we  speak  first  of  the  creed  and  constitu- 
tion, required  to  be  subscribed  by  candidates  for  church  mem- 
bership. 1521468 

These  were,  originally,  very  lengthy  and  abstruse,  but  since 
their  first  framing  have  been  twice  altered. 

The  creed  at  first  contained  18  clauses,  and,  with  the  covenant, 
extended  to  18  folios,  without  Scripture  proofs.  One  would  im- 
agine a candidate  required  a regular  course  of  study  in  a the- 
ological school  before  being  able,  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction, 
to  subscribe.  The  creed  remained  in  its  original  form  until  Jan. 
6,  1844,  when  the  Session,  with  Bev.  Aaron  Judson  as  Moder- 
ator, remodeled  and  simplified  it,  so  as  to  reduce  its  bulk  to  10 
clauses,  and,  with  the  Covenant,  11  folios.  March  5,  1876,  the 
Session  further  simplified  and  shortened  these  requirements,  so 
that  now  the  Creed  has  but  7 clauses,  and  contains  only  6 folios. 
A clear,  simple,  concise  creed,  couched  in  language  intelligible 
to  ordinary  minds,  and  containing  only  the  scriptural  terms  of 
church  membership,  free  from  the  incumbrances  ot  human  inven- 
tion and  prejudice,  is  most  desirable  ; and  is  what  is  aimed  at  in 
our  present  creed.  While  “ the  Spirit  and  the  Bride  say  come  ” 
—and  Christ,  with  inviting  words,  such  as  “ the  wayfaring  man 
though  a fool  ” may  understand,  bids  the  downcast  and  degraded 
come  (without  demanding  an  elaborate  intellectual  preparation) 
shall  the  church  bar  her  doors  to  the  humblest  Christian,  until  a 
subtle,  abstruse  and  elaborate  system  ot  theology  is  mastered 
and  subscribed  ? 

“ With  the  heart  man’ belie veth  unto  righteousness;  and  with 
the  month  confession  is  made  unto  salvation.”  There  is  great 
danger  that  the  weak,  timid,  trembling,  untrained  lambs  of  the 
flock  be  rudely  repelled  and  kept  from  the  fold,  by  making  the 
door  too  narrow  for  their  entrance,  or  by  those  who  are  appointed 
as  doorkeepers  exacting  a larger  fee  in  com  or  creed  than  the 
Great  Shepherd,  whose  fold  they  keep,  has  authorized  them  to 
demand. 
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The  Constitution  of  the  Session , on  the  rotary  plan,  was  at- 
tempted under  Mr.  Dunning’s  pastorate,  in  1S59;  restored  and 
established  in  May  of  this  year,  under  section  viii,  of  chapter  13 
of  Form  of  Government  (the  new  section  added  by  General  As- 
sembly, 1875).  It  is  now  composed  of  six  elders.  Their  names 
and  terms  of  office  are  given  in  the  paper,  “ Our  Present  Ap- 
pointments.” 

The  installed  pastors  of  the  church  up  to  the  present  pastor- 
ate, have  been  Revs.  Washington  Thacher  (8J-  years)  ; Richard 
Dunning  (5  years) ; Cyrus  M.  Perry  (4  years) ; J.  V.  C.  Nellis 
(21  years). 

The  stated  supplies  have  been  Revs.  Aaron  Judson  (5  years) ; 
Immer  N.  Crittenden  (3  years) ; Calvin  Waterbury  (2  years)  ; 
J.  O.  Fillmore.  D.  D.  (1^  years);  John  Ingersoll,  William 
Page,  Huntington  Lyman,  H.  B.  Hosford  (now  president  of  a 
Western  college),  Ransom  B.  Welch,  D.  D.  (Professor  of  The- 
ology in  Auburn  Theological  Seminary),  William  Wakeman, 
Judson  Aspinwall  and  Robert  Proctor  (one  year  each). 

During  long  and  short  intervals,  many  students  from  Auburn 
Seminary  have  preached  long  and  short  sermons  to  a congrega- 
tion trained  in  the  critical  art  by  the  frequent  occasion  given  for 
its  culture.  Many  a young  man,  with  fear  and  trembling,  has 
attempted  his  first  public  discourse  from  our  pulpit,  and  not  a few 
of  these  supplies  have  subsequently  filled  high  positions  in  the 
ministerial  calling. 

It  has,  undoubtedly,  been  unfortunate  for  this  (as  for  other 
churches  near),  that  Auburn  Seminary  is  so  easily  accessible. 
Longer  and  more  settled  pastorates  would  have  been  the  case, 
had  it  not  been  so  easy  to  get  students.  A false  economy  and 
oversight  of  the  incalculable  advantages  of  a resident,  settled 
pastorate,  has  occasioned  lengthy  seasons  of  supply,  during  which 
the  congregation,  like  sheep  having  no  shepherd,  have  been  more 
or  less  scattered  abroad.  Moreover,  frequent  change  of  supplies, 
with  all  kinds  of  preaching,  “good,  bad,  and  indifferent,”  un- 
settles the  habits  of  a congregation  and  gives  to  the  succeeding 
pastorate  labor  in  resettling  unsettled  plans,  which  might  be  di- 
rected into  other  more  agreeable  channels  of  usefulness. 
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Among  students  who  supplied  the  church,  the  Rev.  Frank 
Norton  Greeley  (now  in  the  Auburn  Seminary  completing  his 
studies)  will  ever  bo  remembered  by  the  many  who  highly  appre- 
dated  his  temporary  labors  here. 

The  favorite  resort  of  these  students  was  the  house  of  Mr. 
Cyrus  Lull.  Mrs  Lull’s  bountiful  and  excellent  hospitality  to 
students  and  ministers,  has  earned  for  her  residence  the  title  many 
deservedly  give  it,  “ The  ministers’  home.”  The  hospitality  of 
Messrs.  Otis,  Mann,  Wood,  Howe,  Buck,  and  others,  deserves 
mention. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  1863,  the  celebrated  Father  Waldo,  then 
over  100  years  of  age,  preached  in  this  pulpit  an  eloquent,  power- 
ful sermon  distinctly  and  forcibly  delivered,  from  Lev.  iii,  18  : 
“ I counsel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou 
44  mayst  be  rich,  and  white  raiment  that  thou  mayst  be  clothed, 
“ and  that  the  shame  of  thy  nakedness  do  not  appear,  and  annoint 
44  thine  eves,  with  eye-salve,  that  thou  mayst  see  !”  Father  Waldo 
frequently  preached  in  the  churches  of  this  neigborhood.  L)r. 
Talmage,  of  Brooklyn  Tabernacle,  says,  in  one  of  his  sermons  :* 

44  I was  one  Thanksgiving  day  in  my  pulpit,  in  Syracuse,  N.  Y., 
44  and  Rev.  Father  Waldo,  at  ninety-eight  years  of  age,  stood 
44  beside  me.  The  choir  sang  a tune.  I said,  4 I am  sorry  they 
44  sang  that  new  tune  ; nobody  seems  to  know  it.’  4 Bless  you, 
44  my  son,’  said  the  old  man,  4 I heard  that  seventy  years  ago.’  ” 

The  Sessional  Acts  of  the  Church  in  discipline  and  resolution 
upon  the  practices  of  its  members,  indicate  some  of  the  difficul- 
ties attending  the  spiritual  upbuilding  of  the  church.  Other  res- 
olutions indicate  the  state  of  the  society  and  the  relation  of  this 
to  sister  churches  of  the  village,  at  different  times  of  its  history. 

Thus,  August  la,  1856,  Session  resolved  in  the  matter  of 
dancing  : — 

44  Whereas,  The  practice  of  dancing,  at  public  or  private  par- 
44  ties,  has  always  been  condemned  by  the  Presbyterian  church, 
44  not  only  by  general  consent  of  its  members,  but  by  the  re- 
44  peated  action  of  the  highest  judicatory  of  the  church  ; and, 
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u Whereas , It  is  a violation  of  the  covenant  of  this  particular 
“ church,  tends  to  wound  the  feelings  of  Christians  and  injure 
“ the  cause  of  Christ  ; therefore,  Resolved , That  we  feel  bound 
“ as  a Session  to  guard  against  being  drawn  into  this  practice  ; 
“ Resolved , 2d,  That  we  shall  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  commence 
“ a course  of  discipline  with  those  members  who  hereafter 
“ offend.” 

October  29,  1858. — Session  resolved  to  unite  with  the  M.  E. 
church  in  relation  to  a monthly  distribution  of  tracts  throughout 
the  bounds  of  the  village. 

August  27,  1859. — The  plan  of  Rotary  Eldership  first  deter- 
mined on. 

September  2, 1862. — Session  met  with  Rev.  Richard  Dunning, 
Moderator,  and  “ Resolved , That  as  a Session,  placed  as  guard- 
“ ians  over  the  purity  and  prosperity  of  the  church,  in  the 
“ admission  of  members,  hereafter  to  require  of  them  a pledge  of 
“ entire  abstinence  from  the  use,  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxi- 
“ eating  drinks,  except  for  medicinal,  mechanical  or  sacramental 
“ purposes.  Inasmuch  as  some  use  the  milder  form  of  intoxicat- 
“ ing  drinks,  which,  in  larger  quantities,  produce  the  same  injur- 
“ ions  effects  on  individuals  and  the  church  of  Christ,  we  would 
“ be  distinctly  understood  as  including  in  the  above  pledge,  wine, 
“ beer  and  cider  possessing  intoxicating  qualities,  as  well  as  dis- 
“ tilled  liquors.  2.  Resolved , That  the  violation  of  the  above 
“ pledge  will  be  considered  an  offence  calling  for  church  dis- 
u cipline.” 

A church  can  never  be  permanently  injured  by  the  charitable 
and  consistent  exercise  of  discipline  upon  offending  members. 
The  purity,  prosperity,  and  honor  of  the  church,  demand  obedi- 
ence to  her  regulations.  If  in  a wise,  and  prayerful,  and  kindly 
discharge  of  these  delicate  and  painful  duties,  members  who  will 
not  yield  to  counsel  are  cut  off:  whatever  loss  the  church  sustains 
thereby,  must  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  offenders. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  TEMPERANCE  CAUSE 

in  Jordan,  with  which  the  Presbyterian  church  has  been  identi- 
fied since  its  organization,  demands  a place  in  this  memorial  The 
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Rev.  John  Ingersoll  was  an  active  Temperance  man,  and  com- 
menced labor  in  this  cause  at  the  outset  of  his  missionary  labors 
here,  before  the  organization  of  the  church. 

He  drew  up  a Temperance  pledge,  but  the  only  men  who  could 
be  induced  to  sign,  were  Edmund  W.  and  Alva  D.  Butsford  and 
Aaron  Pitney,  M.  D.  Miss  Delana  Botsford  (Auntie  Botsford,  as 
she  was  called)  requested  that  the  ladies  should  be  allowed  to 
sign,  whereupon  a dozen  or  more  affixed  their  names;  but  not  a 
few  of  the  married  ladies  had  to  submit  to  severe  “curtain 
lectures”  in  consequence,  for  Temperance  pledges  were  not  very 
popular  then. 

Rev.  Wm.  Page,  the  next  pastor,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Ingersoll 
in  the  spring  of  I 831,  continued  the  labor  in  this  cause.  At  his 
request,  Lawyer  Porter  (who  settled  in  Jordan  during  1831) 
drew  up  a new  pledge,  and  signed  it  himself.  Mr.  Porter  at 
that  time  attended  the  Presbyterian  church.  It  was  during  Mr. 
Page’s  ministry  that  the  first  temperance  meeting  was  held  in  the 
basement  of  the  church.  It  was  an  interesting  and  exciting  time. 
After  short  addresses  had  been  delivered  by  Messrs.  John  Dodge, 
Henry  and  Theron  Warren,  advocating  total  abstinence  from  the 
entire  list  of  intoxicants  (wine  and  cider  not  excepted),  Lemuel 
B.  Raymont,  Esq.,  a practicing  attorney,  and  active  in  society 
matters,  who  had  fortified  himself  for  the  occasion  with  two 
large  volumes  of  “Scott's  Commentary,”  opened  the  case  for  the 
moderate  drinkers  with  considerable  legal  flourish  and  display.  Af- 
ter reading  and  commenting  on  Old  Testament  allusions  to  wine, 
Ac.,  lie  turned  triumphantly  to  Scott’s  comment  on  Our  Savior’s 
miracle  of  turning  the  water  into  wine,  closing  with  the  crush- 
ing (?)  peroration  : “To  make  myself  wiser  and  better  than  Our 

“ Savior,  is  a height  to  which  I have  not  yet  attained.”  Then, 
with  an  air  of  conquest,  “he  closed  the  book  and  sat  down.” 
Whereupon,  a yuung  man,  who  was  then  a comparative  stranger 
(Mr.  Hurlbut),  asked  permission  to  read  the  miracle  referred  to, 
and,  taking  a small  testament  from  his  pocket,  he  read  the  same, 
closing  with  the  simple  statement,  as  lull  of  argument  as  of 
satire:  “ When  our  learned  friend  will  give  us  wine  made 

“ from  yure  water , we  will , with  his  jpei'misssion , drink  his 


40 


OUR  CHURCH  AND  HER  INTERESTS. 


health  in  the  wine  so  provided .”  The  meeting  then  closed 
with  a cold  water  song. 

The  cause  of  temperance  received  a heavy  blow  when  Dr. 
Coxe,  of  the  Auburn  Seminary,  came  to  deliver  a temperance 
lecture  on  the  4th  of  July,  1848.  The  audience  was  driven  out 
of  the  church,  and  the  lecturer  “silenced,”  by  cannon  being 
fired  in  the  vestibule.  Thomas  L.  Carson  (mentioned  in  the 
obituaries)  was  a zealot  in  the  temperance  reform,  sacrific- 
ing much  time  and  property  in  the  enterprise.  “The  Carson 
League”  (a  society  and  a paper  bearing  his  name)  was  organized 
and  supported  by  him.  Deacon  Charles  Barnes  was  first  Presi- 
dent of  “The  Carson  League.” 

About  1850, Miss  Susan  B.  Anthony  organized  a “Ladies’  Tem- 
perance Association,”  of  which  Mrs.  Charles  Barnes  was  the 
first  President. 

That  society  accomplished  much  good.  Other  societies  have 
been  formed  at  different  times.  They  have  ultimated  in  the  I. 
O.  G.  T.  of  Jordan,  a society  of  no  inconsiderable  size  and  influ- 
ence to-day.  There  is  yet  large  room  for  labor  in  this  good  cause. 
Many  of  our  young  men  are  going  down  to  ruin,  for  which  the 
Jordan  saloon  keepers  will  be  held  largely  accountable.  The 
victims  and  dupes  of  this  dread  foe  of  religion  and  humanity  call 
on  Christians  and  philanthropists  everywhere  to  rally  around 
the  temperance  flag  arid  labor  for  the  downfall  of  intemperance. 

THE  MUSICAL  APPOINTMENTS  OF  THE  CHURCH, 

vocal  and  instrumental,  have  presented  every  phase  of  expression 
and  experience  common  to  the  subject.  Vocal  music,  choir  and 
congregational  combined,  was  the  original  plan,  15  or  20  singers, 
in  the  south  end  gallery,  leading  and  sustaining.  All  the  instru- 
mental music  then  was  evolved  from  the  tuning-fork. 

That  little  instrument  prophesied  of  and  prepared  the  way  for 
more  imposing  instrumental  music.  God’s  great  world  is  full  of 
music,  and  material  things  minister  to  His  praise. 

Man  moulds  the  material  into  beautiful  instruments  and 
makes  them  express  the  thoughts  of  his  mind,  and  the  homage  of 
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his  heart.  It  seems  strange  that  the  Presbyterian  church  should 
have  waited  so  long  for  the  organ  and  stringed  instruments, 
wherewith  to  praise  the  Lord,  or  that  such  august  and  learned  as- 
semblages of  men  as  constitute  its  general  assembly  should 
have  ever  discussed  the  wisdom  and  rightness  of  their  introduc- 
tion, in  the  face  of  express  injunctions,  such  as  “praise  the  Lord 
with  organs,”  “play  skilfully  with  a loud  noise!”  Yet  the  con- 
troversy in  some  parts  of  Christendom,  and  among  some  of  our 
churches,  waxes  hot  to-day. 

The  good  founders  and  fathers  of  the  church,  who  sang  in  its 
worship  the  first  hymns  of  praise,  altlio’  they  took  the  key-note 
from  an  instrument , regarded  instruments  of  music  as  children  of 
Hades,  that  ought  never  to  have  seen  the  sanctuary  light. 

They  could  not  see  that  every  time  the  tuning-fork  was  called 
into  use,  it  ministered  a protest  against  their  prejudices,  and  pro- 
phesied that' they  should  be  overborne.  At  last,  there  appeared 
in  the  singing  gallery  a “^Fiddle,”  so  to  shock  the  sentiments  of 
one  eminent  deacon,*  that,  with  a solemn  protest  against  the  in- 
vasion, he  withdrew  from  association  with  it,  as  a conscientious 
Israelite  would  from  an  uncircumcised  Philistine.  At  length, 
however,  this  good  deacon,  who -was  “ an  Israelite  in  deed  and  in 
truth,  jn  whom  there  was  no  allowed  guile,”  was  converted  to 
the  new  musical  faith,  and  not  only  learned  to  play  one,  but  made 
one,  as  large  it  was  possible  for  him  to  make  it.  Thus,  like  his 
first  conversion,  his  second  was  genuine  and  thorough,  yielding 
generous  and  appropriate  fruit ! 

Speaking  of  prejudice  and  opposition  to  musical  instruments, 
as  innovations  not  to  be  tolerated,  I remember,  myself,  meeting 
one  of  these  orthodox  worthies,  when  canvassing  tor  donations 
to  an  organ  fund,  and  being  repulsed  with  the  crushing  reply  . 
u There’ll  be  no  organs  in  the  millennium.” 

There  was  more  volume  and  strength  in  the  tone  than  in  the 
argument  of  the  statement.  I felt  like  responding  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Welshman,  who  would  have  it  that  Welsh  would  be 
the  sole  language  of  heaven  : “ Then  I don’t  want  to  be  there, 
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and  left  him,  thinking  of  the  Shakspearian  saying,  “ The  man 
that  hath  no  music  in  his  soul  is  fit  for  ” — well,  we  wont  say 
what,  because  some  with  music  in  their  souls,  are  fit  for  similar 
enterprises. 

At  length  the  organ  came  from  our  mother-church  at  Elbridge. 
It  has  well-nigh  fulfilled  its  mission,  and  waits  but  the  raising  up 
and  arrival  of  its  successor  before  its  “tuneful  (?)  breath”  shall 
cease,  and  its  remains  be  carried  to  their  final  resting  place, 
among  the  relics  of  antiquity  ! 

Ours  would  be  a rare  musical  history  if,  in  the  composition  of 
our  choirs  at  periods  past,  and  in  the  execution  of  its  perform- 
ances, there  had  not  been  “crochets,”  “quavers,”  “semi-quavers,” 
“demi-semi-quavers,”  “breaks,”  “rests,”  “pauses,”  and  “varia- 
tions”— music  set  in  “sharps”  and  “flats,”  and  occasionally  well 
matched  by  the  conduct  of  performers.  Characters  in  musical 
writing  have  had  correspondences  in  the  disciples  of  the  science  ; 
nevertheless  the  history  of  Jordan  church  music  and  choirs  will 
bear  comparison  with  that  of  the  best  of  our  country  churches. 
Indeed,  uur  church  has  in  it,  now,  some  very  excellent  singers; 
and  though  congregational  singing,  with  a leader,  is  now  the 
order  of  things,  when  for  an  extra  occasion  a choir  is  needed,  the 
talent  of  the  society  furnishes  one  of  which  we  may  be  justly 
proud.  The  excellent  rendering  of  our  praise,  on  this  memorial 
day,  bears  witness  to  this  fact. 

The  hymn  book  originally  in  use  was  “The  Psalmody.”  On 
December  26,  1861,  the  “Session  voted  to  recommend  to  the  con- 
“ gregation  a change  of  hymn  books  from  the  Psalmody  to  the 
“ Psalmist,  published  by  our  General  Assembly.”  And  .Novem- 
ber T,  1875,  a committee  appointed  by  the  congregation,  after  a 
sermon  on  u(Jongregational  Singing,”  introduced  the  new  Pres- 
byterian Hymnal,  now  in  use,  and  engaged  Calvin  Foote  Dag- 
gett and  his  daughter  as  leader  and  organist,  at  a compensation 
of  $2  per  week,  an  expense  assumed  by  “The  Ladies’  Aid  So- 
ciety.” 

In  conclusion,  one  word  as  to  the  membership  of  the  church, 
and  reasons  of  special  interest  in  respect  to  its  spiritual  up-build- 
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ing.  Since  its  organization  the  church  has  received  about  600 
members.  Nearly  400  of  these  have  been  received  since  1842. 
The  largest  membership  was  127  (in  1860)  during  the  pastorate 
of  the  Rev.  Richard  Dunning  It  has  ranged  from  127  to  80. 
Its  present  membership  is  95.  The  largest  number  added  on 
profession  of  faith  at  any  one  time,  since  Mr.  Thacher’s  ministry, 
is  21.  The  first  important  revival  was  at  the  time  the  Rev.  John 
Covert,  from  the  Auburn  Seminary — now  residing  in  Chicago, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Chicago  branch  of  the  Women’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society — preached  here,  from  1832  to  1833.  Dr. 
Burchard,  the  revivalist,  held  a protracted  meeting,  resulting  in 
about  fifty  conversions. 

One  of  our  original  members  recalls  overtaking  Mr.  Burchard 
about  the  close  of  that  series  of  meetings,  and  overhearing  his 
soliloquy  Ms  he  passed  along:  “Fifty  conversions — that's  pretty 
good  for  old  Jordan .”  It  was  while  this  revival  was  in  progress 
Mr.  Covert  left  and  a call  was  extended  to  the  Rev.  Washington 
Thacher  to  become  pastor  of  the  church.  The  membership  was 
then  ninety-six.  In  1840  (January)  a year  before  Mr.  Thacher’s 
resignation,  there  was  a considerable  revival.  Twenty  united  on 
profession  of  faith  at  one  communion.  Several  of  our  present 
members  are  fruits  of  that  revival. 

April  2,  1843. — Eighteen  joined  the  church  on  profession  and 
five  by  letter. 

January  24,  1850. — During  Rev.  Calvin  Waterbury’s  minis- 
try, “Jthe  church  met  for  prayer,  confession  and  exhortation,  in 
“ view  of  the  low  state  of  religion,  and  continued  assembled 
“ afternoon  and  evening,  with  some  tokens  of  Divine  favor.” 

January  1,  1860  — During  Mr.  Dunning’s  effectual  ministry, 
twenty-one  united  with  the  church  on  profession  of  faith.  About 
one-half  of  these  are  with  us  to-day. 

Reviewing  the  histories  of  active  members,  who  have  gone 
from,  or  are  yet  with  us,  our  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
immense  advantages  of  parental  culture  and  prayer  and  care,  in 
securing  early  conversions  to  God  and  consecration  to  his  service, 
and  the  blessed  results  of  such  youthful  training  and  consecra- 
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tion.  Witness  of  those  who  have  gone  out  from  us  into  wide 
fields  of  usefulness  : The  Reverends  Eli  and  Alfred  Botsford, 
who  united  with  the  church  at  the  respective  ages  of  eleven  and 
twelve  years.  While  of  those  who  have  come  to  us  from  other 
churches,  and  are  actively  interested  in  our  church  enterprises 
and  prosperity,  the  present  president  of  our  Ladies’  Aid  Society 
illustrates  this  point.  Mrs.  Puree  united  with  the  Glen’s  Falls 
church  at  twelve  years  of  age,  and  *was  transferred  to  our  com- 
munion and  fellowship  in  1863.  A descendant,  in  the  tenth 
generation,  from  the  Cushman  family,  who  came  over  in  the 
immortal  Mayflower , she  holds,  still,  their  Christian  faith  and 
polity — an  illustration  of  the  truth,  “ His  mercy  is  on  them  that 
fear  him  throughout  all  generations.”  The  father  of  Mrs.  Puree 
was  Deacon  Myron  Osborn,  of  Glen’s  Falls.  He  died  in  1850, 
being  sixty-two  years  old,  the  pastor  preaching  from  Acts  xi,  xxiv: 

“ For  he  was  a good  man.  His  children  arise  to  call  him 
blessed.”  “ Train  up  a child  in  the  way  he  should  go  and  when 
he  is  old  he  will  not  depart  from  it.”  “ Just  as  the  twig  is  bent 
the  tree’s  inclined.” 

May  God  say  of  us,  in  this  matter  of  parental  training,  as  he 
said  of  Abraham  : u I know  him  that  he  will  command  his  chil- 
“ dren  and  his  household  after  him  ; and  they  shall  keep  the 
“ way  of  the  Lord.” 

December  3,  1862. — Session  resolved  to  visit  the  membership 
next  week,  for  religious  enquiry,  and  awakening  a greater  interest 
in  the  subject  of  religion.  Since  then  some  showers  of  grace,  of 
like  kind  with  revivals  alluded  to,  though  not  very  extensive, 
have  revived  the  hopes  and  refreshed  the  hearts  of  ministers  and 
people. 

It  is  some  time,  however,  since  the  church  has  been  blessed 
with  a deep  and  widespread  work  of  grace.  For  this  we  pray. 
As  we  to-day  retrospect  our  history,  let  us  open  our  hearts  to  re- 
ceive the  truths  taught  thereby  ; let  us  rejoice  in,  and  bless  God 
for,  our  present  mercies ; let  us,  in  view  of  demands  and  responsi- 
bilities imposed  upon  us  by  present  needs  and  future  interests, 
give  ourselves  to  prayer  and  labor  “ with  full  assurance  of 
faith”  Repenting  of  whatever  in  the  past  occasions  regret,  let 
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as  renew  our  vows,  “ stir  up  the  gifts  that  are  within  us,”  and 
with  united  prayer  and  purpose  look  and  labor  for  the  upbuild- 
ing and  extension  of  our  Zion. 

To  this  end  “let  old  friends  strengthen  former  loves  and  let 
old  hatreds  die  ” — let  us  see  to  it  that  no  “root  of  bitterness 
springing  up”  chokes  the  good  seed  already  sown  : but  “endeav- 
oring to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  ” — 
having  fervent  charity, one  for  the  other, and  following  peace  with 
all  men,  with  cheerful,  hearty,  effectual  co-operation,  put  our 
hands  and  hearts  to  the  work  of  the  future — 

“Then  God,  even  our  own  God,  shall  give  us  His  bless- 
ing !” 

“Pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem.  They  shall  prosper 

THAT  LOVE  THEE.” 

“I  LOVE  THY  CHURCH,  O GOD  ! 

Her  walls  before  thee  stand, 

Dear  as  the  apple  of  thine  eye 
And  grayen  on  thy  hand.” 

“For  her  my  tears  shall  fall, 

For  her  my  prayers  ascend; 

To  HER  MY  CARES  AND  TOILS  BE  GIVEN, 

Till  toils  and  cares  shall  end.” 
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MINISTERS’  NAMES. 


Date  came. 


J ohn  Ingersoll, 

William  Page, 

George  Warner, 

John  Covert, 

Washington  Thacher,  - 
Huntington  Lyman,  - 
Aaron  Judson, 

H.  B.  Hosford, 

Calvin  Waterbury,  - 
*R.  B.  Welch,  - 
dimmer  N.  Crittenden, 
William  Wakeman, 
Judson  Aspin wall, 
Richard  Dunning. 
Richard  Proctor,  - 
J.V.  C.  Nellis,  - - 

CyrusJVL  Perry. 

I.  O.  Filmore,  D.  D.,  - 

J.  Edward  Close,  (present 


pastor) 


1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 
Jan  1833 
Nov.  1841 
Oct.  1843 
Nov.  1848 
Nov.  1849 
June  1851 
Oct.  1852 
July  1856 
June  1857 
May  1858 
Aug.  1863 
May  1865 
Feb  1868 
July  1873 
May  1875 
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to 

Date  Left. 

Church. 

p ? 

SALARY. 

y’rs. 

Prof. 

1 Cer. 

1830 

m 

$300  00 

S.S. 

Not  known 

1831 

i 

450  00 

S.S. 

1832 

i 

*• 

1833 

i 

“ 

u 

Nov.  1841 

8^ 

600  00 

p. 

“ 

Mar  1843 

m 

500  00 

S.S. 

5 

13 

May  1848 

5 

600  00 

S.S. 

10 

24 

Nov.  1849 

i 

500  00 

S.S. 

— 

2 

May  1851 

m 

500  00 

S.S. 

10 

8 

May  1852 

365  00 

S.S. 

— 

Oct.  1855 

3 

500  00 

S.S. 

21 

9 

July  1857 

1 

500  00 

S.S. 

2 

1 

June  1858 

1 

600  00 

ss. 

1 

1 

S July  1863 

5 

500  00 

p. 

37 

16 

!Sept.  1864 

1 

600  00 

S.S. 

2 

9 

Oct.  1867 

800  00 

p. 

12 

10 

May  1872 

4 

750  00 

p. 

11 

9 

Oct.  1874 

1% 

1000  00 

S.S. 

11 

2 

B 

gist  of  gRlers. 


tAlva  D.  Botsford, 
+Caleb  Brown, 
♦Charles  Barnes, 
*George  S.  Barnes, 
tEbenezer  Daggett, 


John  Dales. 
tSalmon  Oreene, 
Ira  Hamilton, 

4A.  T.  Hendricks, 
♦Charles  Kelly. 


*Cyrus  Lull,  tAaron  Pitney, 

♦Silas  E.  Mann,  fWilliam  Richards, 

tEbenezer  Morehouse+Pomeroy  Toby, 
tSidney  N.  Norton,  *Thomas  C.  Ward. 


* Members  of  present  Session, 
t Deceased. 


o 

%ist  of  trustees. 


♦Charles  Barnes, 
♦George  S.  Barnes, 
Willard  P.  Bump, 
Ed.  W.  Botsford, 
Erast  us  B iker,  Jr. 
Thomas  L.  Carson, 
Charles  Chadwick, 
Ebenezer  Daggett, 
Horace  Dodge, 
John  Dales, 


Salmon  Greene, 
♦A.  B.  Howe, 

Ira  Hamilton, 
Justus  Hougn 
*Wm  F.  Jayne, 
Herman  Jenkvns, 
♦Charles  Kelly, 
♦Cyrus  Lull, 
Charles  E.  Morris, 
Eben.  Morehouse, 


♦Silas  E.  Mann 
Daniel  Mather. 
James  McClure,  Jr., 
♦James  McKissick, 
♦William  H.  Nash, 
Sidney  M.  Noiton, 
Isaac  Otis,  Sen’r, 
Herod  Otis, 

♦Isaac  C.  Otis, 
Aaron  Pitney, 


William  Richards, 
James  W.  Redfield, 
♦Thomas  Stevens, 
♦Thacher  Stevens. 
William  R.  Thomas, 
♦John  Tyler, 
Pomeroy  Tobey, 
Nelson  Williams, 
Henry  Warren, 
♦Thomas  C.  Ward. 


N.  B.— Some  may  be  inadvertently  omitted  from  this  List,  owing  to  loss  of  Regis- 
ter. 


* Indicates  those  still  residing  here,  and  connected  with  the  church  or  congregation. 
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cs  iMc  -*  o c oo  s a.  Oi  03  u h c c ® <f  c;  ii  4^  c.  a; 

Years. 

RETURNS  TO  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY.  [ 

4*.  tO  4^  4^  ■ bj  M c M M ■ biWWCM.  to  • ^ (-»  tfr.  CT 

Added  on  Ex. 

rf^h-  (-‘OCOitOCrOCCCCfM-tCtOSCOIl-1.  • 

Added  on  Cer. 

I—1  1 1—  — H- “ M- 1 1 1— 1 1 1 — I—1  | 

(XGCOCODCOCCCCCCi-HMKbCCbCtCtvCCtt  WVinlp  Nn 
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Adult  Bap. 

• • • • to  to  to  i : to  ■ i — i i — i i Oioit— i.  • • 

1 Infant  Bap. 

H H • Q • C7f  <1 

OlOO-O-OC ....  .... 

j S.  S.  Members. 

I-1  — • I—1  * tO  t-1  M t-1  MW.  - 

C 03  'Mf.  O Cn  If!.  Ol  Oi  • ZD  • KCMfCCOt-'W'  00 

Home  Missions 
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Foreign  Missions. 
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Education. 
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Publication. 

Church  Erection. 

Belief  Fund. 

Freedmen. 

. • h-*  • 

a c c.  i : cn  o? : o-  • • or  1 

General  Assem. 

Snstentation. 

2850 

1006 

969 

1105 

1000 

1150 

78.5 

1169 

Congregational 
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fjfcemftjers  of  tire 

UP  TO  JAN.  1,  1844,  ACCORDING  TO  A LIST  PREPARED  AT  THAT  TIME  BY  REV.  A.  JUDSON. 


Electus  Adams, 

Alva  D.  Botsford, 
Ed.  W.  Botsford, 
Luther  Botsford, 
Charles  Botsford, 
Mary  Ann  Botsford, 
Delana  Botsford, 
Alfred  Botsford, 

Eli  Clark  Botsford, 
Eliza  Bell, 

Charles  Bell, 

Ellen  Bell, 

♦Charles  Barnes, 
Sarah  Barnes, 
William  P.  Bump, 
Charlotte  Bump, 
Peter  Bonta, 

Lucinda  Bonta, 
Rhoda  Baker, 
Elizabeth  Breed, 
Alexander  Bishop, 
Mary  Bishop. 
Sophronia  Bishop, 
Gideon  S.  Button, 
Maria  Belding. 

James  Beach, 
Bithinia  Butler, 

Mary  M.  Button, 
Eunice  K.  Button, 
Elvina  A.  Button, 
Prances  Benson, 
Betsy  Clark, 

Louisa  Clark, 

Sarah  Cossett, 

David  Carson, 

Julia  Carson, 

Thomas  L.  Carson, 
Margaret  Carson, 
John  Carson, 

♦Jane  Carson, 

Sophia  Carson, 

H.  J-  Curtis, 

Mary  Cantine, 
Catharine  Clark, 
John  Cummings, 
Matilda  A.Chadwick 
Barnus  Carder, 
Susan  A.  Carder, 
Emily  Coonley, 

Eben.  Daggett, 

Mary  P.  Daggett, 
Henry  B.  Daggett, 
Julia  A.  Daggett, 
Mary  B.  Daggett, 
Rebecca  J.  Daggett 
Horace  Dodge, 

Laura  Davis, 

Maria  Davis, 

Martin  Deforest, 
Abigail  Deforest, 
Matilda  Dinman, 
Betsy  Drake, 

John  Delaney, 
Huldah  Eggleston, 


Sally  Eager, 

Sally  Fitch, 

Julia  Fitch, 

Mercy  Fuller, 

Maria  Freeman, 
Sally  Frary, 

Elihu  Frary, 

Delatus  W.  Frary, 
Lorinda  Frary, 
Pamelia  Fulton, 

Eliza  Fleming, 
Robert  Fleming, 
Susan  Felt, 

James  Funday, 
Salmon  Greene, 

Amy  Greene, 

Kli  A.  Greene, 

John  Gibbs, 
Catharine  C.  Graves, 
Mary  Gregory, 
Nathaniel  Gray, 

Mary  Gray, 

♦Eliza  Howland, 
Samuel  Hoyt, 

Nancy  Hoyt, 

J ustus  Hough. 
Priscilla  Hough, 
Timothy  Hough, 
Lucy  Hough, 

Erastus  Hunter, 

A.  F.  Hendrick, 

Mary  Hendrick, 
Nathan  Hulbert, 

Mrs.  Hulbert, 

Betsy  Jenkins, 

Eliz.  A.  Jenkins, 
Harriet  Jackson, 
Hannah  K.  Knox, 
Caroline  Knox, 

Sally  K.  Kennedy. 
♦Cyrus  Lull, 

♦Lydia  A.  Lull, 
Elizabeth  Lathrop, 
Abby  Lecknor, 
Frances  Lyman, 

, Julia  Lansing, 

Henry  Morris, 
Cornelia  Morris, 
Aaron  Morehouse, 
Esther  Morehouse, 
Kben.  M.  Morehouse, 
Barney  Malone, 
Daniel  W.  Matthews, 
*Nancy  McKissick, 
Alzima  McKissick, 
Aaron  McKissick, 
♦Susan  McKissick, 

* James  McKissick, 
Stuart  McKissick, 
Julia  McKissick, 
John  McAmly, 
Nancy  J.  McAmly, 
James  McClure,  Jr., 


Or  pha  McClure, 
Charles  Morris, 
Betsy  Morris, 
Cynthia  Mason, 
Mrs.  Monroe, 
Harriet  Monroe, 
George  Monroe, 
Amelia  McGinnis, 
Lydia  McGinnis, 
William  Nicholson, 
Isabel  Nicholson, 
Sidney  N.  Norton, 
Sara  Nicholson, 


William  Stevens. 
Linden  S.  Stevens, 
George  Stevens, 
♦Thomas  Stevens, 
Ellen  Stevens, 
Eliza  Stevens, 
Alonzo  Stevens, 
Margaret  Smith, 
Nicholas  Stoven, 
Mary  Stoven, 
Alanson  Simmons, 
Mary  Simmons, 
Alva  Sweetland, 


Rebecca G.  NicholsonSally  Sweetland, 


William  Newall, 
Isaac  Otis, 

Herod  Otis, 

♦Sara  Coonley  Otis, 
Lav' nia  Otis, 

Olive  Otis, 

Sally  Powers. 
Relief  Powers, 
Margaret  Powers, 
♦Caroline  Powers, 
William  K.  Powers, 


Benj.  R.  Sweetland, 
Hannah M.  Sweetland 
Ann  J.  Sweetland, 
Caroline  Symonds, 
Faustina  Stow, 
Joshua  Sherman,  Jr., 
Harriet  Sherman, 
Sarah  G.  Thacher, 
Susan  M.  Thacher, 
Sara  M.  Thacher, 
Emily  Thompson, 


Sarah  M.  K.  Powers,  Pomeroy  To  bey, 


Samuel  Powers, 
Aaron  Pitney, 
Betsy  Pitney, 
Fidelia  Pack, 
Elizabeth  Paddock, 
Elishaba  Palmer, 
Frances  Page, 

Mary  Ann  Prince, 
Louisa  Partridge, 
Oliver  Partridge, 
Sarah  Perkins, 
Salmon  Payne, 

Sara  Payne, 

William  Richards, 
Susan  Richards, 
Nancy  Reynolds, 
Obadiah  Rowley, 
Sara  E.  Rowley, 
Levantia  Raymond, 
Abram  Rogers, 
Edward  Roach, 
Laura  S Roach, 
Myron  C.  Roach, 
Josiah  K.  Roach, 
♦Deborah  Roach, 
Hiram  Riggs, 
Margaret  Riggs, 
Lucius  J.  Root, 
Hannah  Rhodes, 
Clarissa  Rhodes, 
Abigail  Sabin, 
Angeline  Sherman, 
Augustus  Stevens, 
♦Caroline  Stevens, 
John  Stevens, 
Matilda  Stevens, 
Ann  Stevens, 


Lois  Tobey, 

William  Timly, 

Asa  G . Tolcot, 

Alph  Talcot, 

Susan  Titus, 

Deborah  Titus, 

Nancy  C.  Tibbitts, 
Eliza  ManValkenburg 
Jane  VanValkenburg 
Eliz  Man Valkenberg 
Elizabeth  Velie, 
Wealthy  A.  VanKine, 
Henry  Vr anKine. 
Archibald  Ward, 
♦Jane  Ward, 

Mary  R.  Ward, 

Nancy  J.  Ward, 

Eliza  J.  Ward, 
Cornelia  Wheeler, 
Emily  Weeler, 
William  Wright, 
Susanna  Woolsey,  , 
Sara  Jane  West, 
Clarissa  Williams, 
Almira  Wait, 

H.  M.  Williams, 
Catherine  Williams, 
Mary  Wilson, 

Helen  Wright. 
Antonette  Wright, 
Daniel  Wilson, 

Theron  Warren, 

John  G.  Wiley, 

Lydia  Warner, 
Reuben  S.  Williams, 
Eben  S.  Williams, 
Polly  Williams. 


N.  B.— It  will  be  observed  that  only  fourteen  members  remain  with  us  who  were, 
or  had  been,  members  on  Jan.  1, 1844.  A large  number  of  the  rest  are  deceased. 

* Indicates  those  now  in  membership  with  us. 
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%ist  jcrf  Witmhtxs  |jat**  l*  1877* 


Mrs  Cornelia  Abrams, 
Charles  Barnes, 

George  S.  Barnes, 

Mrs  G.  S.  Barnes, 

Miss  Florence  Inda  Barnei 
Miss  Altai  Barnes, 

Chester  D.  Barnes, 

Mrs  C.  D.  Barnes, 

Mrs  Margaret  Bloomer, 

Miss  Ida  Breed, 

Mrs  Sophronia  Burrill, 
Arza.  Blakeslie, 

Mrs  A.  Blakeslie, 

Miss  Cordellia  Blakeslie, 
Mrs  Sara  Buck, 

Mrs  J.  Edward  Close, 

Miss  Ellen  Carson, 

Mrs  Marvin  Converse, 

Mrs  Caroline  Daggett, 

Miss  Nettie  Daggett, 

Mrs  Eliza  Dimon, 

Mr  Geo.  H.  Dygert, 

Mrs  Geo.  H.  Dygrrt, 

Mrs  L.  Dawchy, 

Mrs  Jane  Goff, 

Miss  Mary  Goff, 

Mrs  Sara  Gillespie. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Howe, 

Mrs  A.  B.  Howe, 

Miss  Anna  Howe, 

Mr.  Lewis  B.  Howe, 

Mrs  Rachel  Harrington, 
Total  number,  ninety-1 


Mrs  Eliza  Howland, 
William  Johnson, 

Mrs  William  Johnson, 
William  F-  Jayne, 
i, George  M.  Jacobs, 

Mrs  G M.  Jacobs, 

Mrs  David  King, 

Mrs  Augustine  Kent, 
Miss  Florence  Kent, 
Charles  Kelly, 

Mrs  Minerva  R.  Lewis, 
Cyrus  Lull, 

Mrs  Cyrus  Lull, 

Mrs  Mary  Lloyd. 

Silas  E.  Mann, 

Mrs  Rhoda  Mann, 

Miss  Martha  Mann, 
James  McKissick, 

Mrs  James  McKissick, 
Charles  McKissick, 

Mrs  Charles  McKissick, 
Mrs  Mary  McKissick, 
Miss  Isabella  McKissick, 
Mrs  Susan  Meaeh, 

Miss  Susan  McClure, 
Norman  E.  McKissick, 
William  H.  Nash, 

Mrs  Sarah  Otis, 

Miss  Sara  Otis, 

Miss  Elenor  Otis, 

Mrs  Frank  Otis, 

Mrs  Dr.  Paine, 


Miss  Kate  M.  Peck, 

Mrs  Mary  Puree, 

Miss  Libbie  Puree, 

Mrs  Frances  Phelps, 

Mrs  Wallace  Roach, 

Mrs  Deborah  Roach, 
Thomas  Stevens, 

Mrs  Thomas  Stevens, 
Thacher  Stevens, 

Mrs  Thacher  Stevens, 
Mrs  Richard  Stevens, 
Miss  Emma  Smith, 

Mrs  Mary  Stilwell, 

Mrs  Sophia  Stroh, 

John  Tyler, 

Mrs  Jared  Tyler, 

Mrs  Robert  VanKeuren, 
Mrs  Jane  Ward,  (widow) 
Thomas  C.  Ward, 

Mrs  Thomas  C.  Ward, 
William  Wagner, 

Mrs  William  Wagner, 
dohn  Walker, 

Mrs  John  Walker, 

Miss  Theodosia  Walker, 
Miss  Hessie  Walker, 
Miss  Jennie  Walker, 
Miss  Denota  Walker, 
Mrs  Dr.  Weed, 

Miss  Mary  A.  Weed, 
Prof,  F.  N.  Wright. 


©nr  2abtmHj  $r|ooI. 


ptstcrcical  Sketch:  by  tlxe  yveseut  jiupemi" 
temU-nt,  BXv\  (Chester  g.  gavucs. 


jSflfe&allj  jSr^ooJ  JfSfcrfrlj 


T ask  your  indulgence  for  a little  time,  not  that  1 may  interest 
or  instruct,  but  that  it  might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by 
our  pastor,  saying  : “Go  prepare  for  the  good  people  a paper, 

“ containing  such  facts  pertaining  to  our  Sabbath  School  as  can 
“ by  diligent  inquiry  be  produced  ; enlist  all  who  may  have  any 
“ knowledge  of  our  school  since  its  formation  in  A.  D.,  1824, 
“ by  one  Miss  Botsford,  and  trace  as  near  as  may  be  the  progress 
“ and  good  works  growing  out  of  such  an  organization.” 

Varied,  indeed,  have  been  the  changes  in  our  Sabbath  School 
since  its  formation,  furnishing  abundant  material  for  an  interest- 
ing history. 

In  the  first  place,  I will  read  to  you  a letter  furnished  me  by  a 
much  esteemed  Christian  lady,  Mrs.  Herod  Otis,  who  was  one  of 
the  original  members  of  our  Sabbath  School.  She  writes:  “The 
“ first  Sabbath  School  in  Jordan,  and  1 believe  in  the  town  of 
“ Elbridge,  was  organized  in  September,  1824,  Mr.  Alva  D. 
“ Botsford,  Superintendent  ; Mrs.  Edmund  Botsford,  Miss  Olive 
“ Otis  and  Miss  Coonly  as  teachers.  Many  discouragements* 
“ were  met  with  in  gathering  that  company  of  children  together. 
“ The  parents  were  not  as  ready  to  consent,  as  the  children  were 
“ anxious  to  attend.  Some  were  fearful  of  their  being  made 
“ Presbyterians;  but  when  told  they  would  be  taught  the  gospel, 
“ and  that  a reward  book  would  be  furnished  for  attendance, 
“ they  gave  a reluctant  consent.  This  was  by  no  means  the  case 
“ with  all  that  were  called  upon  in  the  then  small  village  of  Jor- 
“ dan.  If  discouragements  were  often  spoken  of,  no  such  word 
“ as  i fail  1 came  from  Miss  Botsford  and  Mrs.  Stevens,  who  said, 
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44  6 Go  on — the  Lord  will  bless  the  work , and  from  this  school 
44  will  grow  up  a church  in  Jordan .’  Words  of  cheer,  then  as 
44  now,  were  all  that  were  required  by  those  that  were  starting 
44  the  school.  Miss  Botsford  yas  the  main  spring  of  the  enter- 
44  prise.  I think  the  school  opened  with  about  thirty  children  ; 
44  one  family,  then  of  Elbridge,  sending  11s  three  little  girls,  sisters 
44  of  Mrs.  Howland.  Mr.  Alva  D.  Botsford  had  charge  of  the 
44  school  for  three  or  four  years.  Of  that  first  class  that  remain 
44  with  us,  Mrs.  Nancy  Blakeslie  and  W.  M.  Pack  are  all  I can 
44  recollect.  One  of  the  scholars  was  Mary  Fitzgerald,  whose 
44  parents  were  very  poor  and  lived  on  the  canal  tow-paih  in  a 
<k  shanty.  A testament  was  given  to  Mary  by  Mrs.  Jenkins, 
44  another  active  laborer  now  gone  to  her  rest  and  reward,  and 
44  it  proved  to  Mary  a great  boon.  After  a year’s  attendance  at 
44  the  school,  Mary  removed  west.  Some  ten  years  afterward  one 
44  of  the  first  teachers  received  a call  from  Mary,  she  being  on 
44  her  way  to  Philadelphia  to  meet  her  husband,  who  was  then 
44  attending  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  church. 
“ Mary  remarked  to  her  teacher,  4 I could  not  pass  by  Jordan 
44  without  stopping  to  tell  you  of  what  that  Sabbath  School  has 
“ done  for  me, — a poor,  ignorant  girl  until  that  testament  was 
44  put  in  my  hand  and  I learned  to  read  that  book.  Thank  God 
4 for  putting  it  into  the  heart  of  Miss  Botsford  to  start  that 
44  school,  giving  me  the  opportunity  to  learn.’  This  lady’s  testi- 
4*  mony  may  encourage  some  who  at  times  doubt  if  any  good  re- 
44  suits  from  their  labors  here.  Trust  God  to  take  care  of  that. 
44  His  word  sown  often  brings  forth  fruit  where  we  least  expect 
44  to  find  it.  Many  of  those  scholars  who  gathered  in  the  old 
44  school  house  on  Main  street,  near  the  creek,  are  resting  on 
44  yonder  hill ; others  are  settled  elsewhere  ; many,  we  trust, 
44  diligently  pursuing  the  good  way  in  which  they  learned  to 
44  walk  through  the  instructions  of  those  devoted  teachers.  The 
“first  excursion  the  children  had  was  a ride  on  the  canal  to 
44  Weedsport,  in  1838  or  1839.  Several  of  that  class  are  with  11s 
4‘  to-day.  Of  their  number,  Calvin  F.  Daggett  and  Isaac  C.  Otis 
“ may  be  mentioned.  Only  two  of  the  first  teachers  are  living— 
44  Mrs.  Botsford  (with  her  son,  Bev.  A.  P.  Botsford,  at  Port  Jer- 
44  vis)  and  Mrs.  Herod  Otis,  of  Jordan.” 
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We  have  in  this  letter  positive  proof  of  good  growing  out  ot 
the  study  of  the  scriptures.  No  education,  however  liberal,  is  in 
any  sense  thorough,  and  no  culture,  however  elegant,  is  redeemed 
from  narrowness,  which  does  not  include  familiarity  with  the 
sacred  scriptures  If  you  desire  to  be  intelligent,  to  speak  and 
write  good  English,  and  to  understand  and  appreciate  some  of 
the  finest  and  subtlest  allusions  in  Shakespeare,  Milton,  Southey, 
Tennyson  and  other  masters  of  the  literature  of  our  language, 
you  must  have  an  easy  acquaintance  with  the  writings  of  Moses, 
David,  Solomon  and  Paul.  The  purest  and  strongest  styles, 
whether  of  historian,  essayist,  or  poet,  have  belonged  to  those 
who  studied  deepest  and  absorbed  most  from  the  fountain  of 
purity  and  strength,  the  inspired  word.  There  are  many  volumes 
on  the  shelves  of  our  libraries,  but  there  is  only  one  volume 
which  is  itself  a library.  It  contains  not  one  treatise,  but  a col- 
lection, unique,  wonderful,  made  up  during  many  centuries,  from 
many  pens,  in  many  varieties  of  literary  form.  If  you  want  to 
get  at  the  foundation  of  law,  you  must  go  to  the  Bible  and  read 
the  writings  of  Moses.  If  you  wish  to  possess  a key  to  the  phil- 
osophy of  history,  you  must  seek  it  in  the  history  of  the  Jews, 
the  one  people  who  were  .themselves  an  ark  in  which  the  knowl 
edge  of  God  and  His  love  were  preserved  and  sent  floating  safely 
on  the  troubled  flood  of  human  affairs.  If  you  like  dramatic 
writing,  you  will  find  in  all  the  world  no  drama  nobler,  sadder, 
profounder,  chaster  in  diction,  severer  in  simplicity,  grander  in 
poetic  solemnity,  than  the  book  of  Job.  If  you  are  gentle  and 
sympathetic,  sorry  for  the  suffering,  anxious  to  relieve  and  com- 
fort the  sad,  you  can  read  nothing  so  congenial  and  so  suggestive 
as  the  gospel  story,  “ the  old,  old  story  of  Jesus  and  his  love.” 
If  we  would  give  to  our  Bible  half  the  earnestness  of  study 
which  we  are  willing  to  give  to  any  one  of  our  secular  studies, 
we  would  be  richly  repaid. 

Following  Mr.  Botsford  as  superintendents,  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  our  Sunday  School,  were  the  good  Deacons  Greene,  Dag- 
gett and  Norton.  They  have  gone  to  their  reward,  and  are 
to-day  set  down  at  the  right  hand  of  our  Father,  who  knows  bet- 
ter than  we  of  the  good  they  accomplished  while  here  in  the  body. 
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This  we  do  know — they  left  behind  them  a good  name  and  influ- 
ence that  shall  live  when  the  world  has  passed  away  ; still  deepen- 
ing, still  circulating,  still  acting  and  reacting  through  all  the  unend- 
ing future. 

Nor  would  we  be  unmindful  of  the  devoted,  earnest  teachers 
who  helpe  d on  the  work,  if  in  their  lifetime  they  did  not  witness 
the  desired  result  of  their  labors  ; their  work,  if  earnest  and  sin- 
cere, was  just  as  acceptable  to  God.  He  has  kept  a faithful 
record  and  will  reward  them. 

I find  that  without  records  to  guide  me,  it  is  not  possible  to 
arrange  a list  of  superintendents  chronologically,  or  to  name 
teachers.  Not  that  all  the  latter  are  less  deserving  a place  and 
mention  in  our  paper — on  the  contrary,  they  are  the  nucleus  of 
any  school,  and  without  them  superintendents  would  be  useless. 
But  a good  superintendent,  with  a good  corps  of  teachers,  whose 
hearts  arei  in  the  work,  God  will  bless.  “ 1 have  no  brilliant 
‘“teachers,”  remarked  an  earnest  superintendent,  u but  very  taitli- 
“ fill  ones,  who  work  to  the  utmost  of  their  capacity.”  After 
all,  it  is  u not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith 
“ the  Lord.”  Faithfulness  is  the  first  and  great  requisite,  and 
witli'  it,  a’desire  to  make  the  most  of  that  which  has  been  given 
to  us.  Some  have  but  a small  pebble  on  which  to  begin  to  rear 
their  success  as  teachers  ; and  yet,  in  time,  what  characters  the)7 
build  up!  They  become  the  solid  ones,  the  stand  bys  ; the 
material  upon  which  a superintendent  may  at  any  moment 
depend. 

Coming  down  the  list  of  superintendents,  we  find  James  Mc- 
Clure and  Deacon  Charles  Barnes,  and  that,  good  old  standard 
bearer,  familiarly  known  as  “Father  Hough.”  At  a good  old  age, 
after  fulfilling  his  ministry  and  completing  his  life’s  work,  he 
sailed  into  the  harbor  like  a vessel  freighted  with  a precious 
cargo,  which  bringeth  glory  to  the  owner  thereof. 

To  mention  some  of  the  things  that  the  children  so  much 
enjoyed.  A pic-nic  on  Prospect  Hill  in  1841  ; still  later,  a pic- 
nic to  Elbridge,  not  forgetting  to  mention  Mr.  Towsley,  better 
known  as  the  children’s  minister,  whose  winning  way  captivated 
the  hearts  of  both  old  and  young. 
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, Doubtless  we  have  failed  to  mention  all  the  earlier  superin- 
tendents, but  we  now  come  down  to  a time  when  it  is  possible  to 
give  dates.  In  May,  1856,  Prof.  T.  K.  Wright  (then  Principal 
of  Jordan,  now  of  Elbridge  Academy)  was  elected  Superintend- 
ent; succeeded,  in  July  of  the  same  year,  by  George  Barnes  ; 
in  May,  1857,  Charles  Chadwick  was  elected,  and  re-elected  in 
1858;  following  Charles  Chadwick,  in  May,  1859,  was  Prof. 
*Aumock  ; and  George  Barnes  again  in  May,  1860.  In  this  year 
we  had  our  first  Christmas  tree,  in  the  American  Hall ; and 
about  this  time  the  Session  discussed  the  subject  of  reviving  an 
interest  in  the  Sabbath  school — an  indication  that  the  interest 
was  then  low.  George  Barnes  was  re-elected  in  1861  ; succeed- 
ed by  John  Dales  in  1862,  who  was  re-elected  in  1863  and  1864; 
in  1865,  Charles  Kelly,  followed  by  James  McKissick  in  1866 
and  1867,  and  Mr.  Kelly  again  in  May,  1868.  In  1869,  Mr. 
Perry,  the  then  pastor  of  this  church,  became  Superintendent, 
and  was  again  elected  in  1870.  He  was  followed,  in  1871,  by 
Mr.  Fancher,  who  was  re-elected  in  1872.  In  1873,  Mr.  Kelly 
again  became  our  Superintendent,  and  held  the  position  till  May, 
1876,  w*hen  our  beloved  pastor  was  elected. 

Having  now  completed  the  list,  we  would  speak  of  the  good 
results  of  Sunday-school  work.  Through  its  influence  many 
names  have  been  added  to  the  church  record,  but  to  conceive  of 
all  the  good  growing  out  of  such  an  organization  is  beyond  all 
human  conception.  As  the  value  of  a soul  is  not  to  be  com- 
puted, we  shall  be  obliged  to  wait  God’s  time  when  all  will  be 
revealed . 

As  in  conclusion  we  scan  the  present  aspect  of  the  work,  there 
are  social  distinctions  impossible  to  be  overlooked ; granting 
which,  however,  there  are  numberless  things  that  can  be  done  to 
promote  the  genuine  friendliness — the  one  family  feeling — which 
is  such  a bond  of  strength  and  harmony.  “ The  rich  and  the 
poor  meet  together  ; the  Lord  is  maker  of  them  all , and  it 
ever  distinctions  of  birth,  or  breeding  or  fortune,  should  be 
leveled,  it  is  when  men  !md  women  work  side  by  side  in  this 
nursery -garden  of  the  church — the  Sunday  school.  Theimpoit- 
ance  of  winning  the  children  is  felt;  is  it  less  important  to  win 
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the  teacher,  who  is  so  often  suffered  to  slip  into  dull  discourage- 
ment, yea,  tempted  to  turn  his  or  her  back  upon  the  work  begun 
by  cold  neglect  or  idle  indifference?  And  to  the  teacher  I would 
say,  Remember  that  your  scholars  are  not  ato  order.*’  You 
must  take  them  just  as  they  come  to  you.  They  will  many  times 
try  your  patience,  but  it  is  your  prerogative  to  bear.  Think  not 
so  much  of  what  they  are , as  of  what  the}'  may  be , under  your 
teaching,  through  Divine  guidance. 

“And  Jesus  took  a little  child,”  and  with  the  words  we  see 
The  far-off  living  picture  on  the  shores  of  Galilee. 

The  wise,  the  holy  teacher,  with  his  lesson,  loving,  mild, 

And  the  strange,  toil-hardened  faces  gathered  round  the  little  child. 

Oh  ! when  shall  we  the  meaning  learn  of  the  lesson  God  would  teach, 

And  take  the  simple,  earnest  life  he  places  in  our  reach  ; 

We  never  clearly  understand  ’till  “lights  of  earth  grow  dim,” 

That  he  “ suffers  little  children  ” to  come  very  near  to  him. 


©nr  Rebus’  Hotipfg. 


Da  its  ^icc-gvcsidctxt,  Btrs.  % |tcnue. 


®up  Ikbtps  jSoripfg 


The  different  societies,  as  organized  by  the  Ladies,  have  aided 
materially  the  financial  affairs  of  this  church,  from  the  time  of 
its  organization. 

Previous  to  1864,  missionary  arid  other  benevolent  societies 
were  common  ; but  while  the  church  building  was  undergoing 
repair  and  renovation  (in  1863  and  1864)  a society  was  formed, 
called  the.  “Sans  Souci  Society” — -the  more  specific  object  of 
which  was  to  carpet  and  furnish  onr  re-modeled  church.  The 
organization  of  this  society  was  effected  September  9,  1863: 
Mrs.  John  Dales,  Pres.  ; Miss  Sarah  Bell,  V.  P.  ; Mrs.  A.  B. 
Howe,  Treas.  / Miss  Susan  McClure,  Sec. 

These  officers  appointed  and  arranged  sociables  every  two 
weeks,  at  which  collections  were  taken — the  amounts  given  by 
each  for  the  entertainment  being  optional  with  the  donor. 

This  society  raised,  from  Sept.  9,  1863,  to  April  13,  1865, 
$265,  and  therewith  purchased  carpets,  lamps,  etc.;  at  the  same 
time  Mr.  Smith  Wood  contributed  to  the  Ladies’  Society  fifty 
dollars,  with  which  they  purchased  the  pulpit  furniture. 

In  the  spring  of  1864,  the  ladies  collected  and  presented  to 
Mrs.  Eobert  Proctor  (wife  of  their  then  pastor)  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  dollars.  Since  then  the  ladies  have  purchased  extra 
lamps,  marble  table,  etc.,  for  the  church  edifice. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1874,  the  Society  was  re-organized 
and  called  “ The  Ladies’  Presbyterian  Aid  Society,”  with  the 
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following  officers  : Mrs.  Wood,  Pres. ; Mrs.  Puree,  V.  P.  ; 

Mrs.  Otis,  Sec.  ; Miss  Altai  Barnes,  Treas. 

It  was  voted  at  that  meeting  that  the  special  and  immediate 
object  of  the  Society,  should  be  the  raising  of  funds  towards  pay- 
ing the  organist  and  cushioning  the  seats  of  the  church.  There 
was  received  from  sociables  that  year,  $61.63,  and  from  the 
persuasive  solicitations  of  the  ladies  (extraneous  of  these  enter- 
tainments) about  $100  to  defray  the  expenses  of  cushioning  the 
seats — the  work  of  manufacturing  and  fitting  them  being  executed 
by  the  ladies.  The  officers  for  1875  were:  Mrs.  James  Mc- 
Kissick,  Pres.  ; Mrs.  A.  B Howe,  V.  P.  ; Miss  Eleanor  Otis, 
Sec.  ; Miss  Anna  Howe,  Ass1/-  Sec.  ; Mrs.  Buck,  Treas. 

During  that  year,  in  addition  to  the  collections  at  sociables, 
this  society  received  from  a lecture  on  “ Gossip,”  by  Rev.  J.  Ed- 
ward Close  (pastor  of  the  church),  $43.50,  making  the  total  re- 
ceipts of  the  year,  $103.1  1. 

March  9,  1876,  the  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Otis,  for  election  of  officers,  etc.  Chosen : Mrs. 
Puree,  Pres.  ; Mrs.  A.  B.  Howe,  Y.  P.  / Mrs.  Buck,  Treas.  ; 
Miss  Cordelia  Blake^lie,  Sec. 

For  this  year  (up  to  the  present  time)  there  has  been  raised 
$210.76  from  sociables  and  entertainments,  to  which  should  be 
added  amount  raised  by  special  solicitation,  to  aid  in  making 
Christmas  presents  to  our  pastor  and  his  wife,  $30,  making 
$240.76. 

There  ought  to  be  noticed,  in  this  connection,  our  most  suc- 
cessful Centennial  Entertainment  and  Supper,  held  in  American 
Hall,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1876,  an  occasion  of  interest,  amuse- 
ment and  financial  profit. 

The  circular  of  invitation  to  the  public,  prepared  by  our  wor- 
thy citizen,  Mr.  Robert  E.  Greene,  is  characteristic  of  his  happy 
genius,  and  deserves  to  be  preserved  as  a souvenir  of  that  enter- 
tainment to  which  he  and  many  others  contributed  success; 
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6 Centennial  Comply 


of  ye 


% 


1876. 


Patriot  Familie 


Toe  all  ye  dwellers  on  ye  Spacious  Earthe, 

GOODLIEST  GREETING: 

Ye  dystinguished  Folkes  of  ye  Auld  Lang  Syne  wille  assemble  in  ye 

iLMEBICAU 

JORDAN,  N.  Y., 

Oa.  y©  WIlBlTiSSBJkir:il  CTygbAe, 

ye  5th  of  ye  monthe  of  Aprile,  in  ye  presente  yeare,  to  celebrate  in  praiseworthie 
manner,  ye  hundrethe  yeare  of  ye  Independence  of  ye 

American  Colonies. 


A goodlie  Supper  will  be  redde  wb  wille  bee  serv-ed  after  ye  manner  of  ye  fore- 
fathers and  ye  fore-mothers. 

Ye  festivitye  of  ye  occasion  wille  bee  enlyvened  bye  ye  Revolutionarie  Tableaux, 
and  ye  Pics,  made  from  ye  toothsome  Pumpkin.  Ye  jollie  musick  and  ye  jovial 
gingerbreade.  Ye  Lad  ye  Washington  in  smyles  and  ye  General  in  regimentals.  Ye 
boil-ed  Pork  and  ye  ba-ked  Bean.  Ye  Groddysse  of  Libertye  and  ye  gal-axy  of  States. 
Ye  stimulating  Apple-sass  and  ye  frolicksomie  doughnut.  Ye  warme  Tea  and  ye  colde 
Milke.  Ye  tardy  Sandwhiche  and  ye  hasty  Puddinge.  Ye  sober  Johnniecake  and  ye 
happie  Et  Castera. 


N.  B.  Ye  Polle-taxe  hath  been  fixxedde  at  ye  sum  of  Two  Shillynges,  Currency. 

Ye  tickets  maye  be  boughteu  at  ye  shoppes  of  neighbor  Howe,  neighbor  Dye,  or  pre- 
adventure at  ye  Money  Changer’s  office. 

N.  B.  again.— All  ye  old  time  folke  will  be  clothed  in  ye  old  time  garments. 


The  following  telegrams  from  distinguished  individuals  would 
seemingly,  indicate  their  determination  to  be  present. 

Quincy,  Mass.,  March, 1876. 

Sink  or  Swim,  Live  or  Die,  Survive  or  Perish.  Mrs-  Adams  gives  her  hand,  and  I give  my  heart  to 
your  patriotic  invitation  ; I remain  as  ever  a warm  friend  to  Liberty,  Doughnuts  and  Centennial 
Celebrations.  J.  ADAMS. 

Old  Dominion,  March, 1876. 

When  in  the  course  of  human  events  a Centennial  Supper  gets  all  mixed  up  with  Life,  Liberty 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  then  you  can  always  make  room  for  me. 

TOM.  JEFFERSON. 

* La  Belle,  Fbance,  March, 1876. 

Parley  vous  Francais,  E Pluribus  Unum,  Sic  Semper  Tyrannus,  au  reservoir. 

GILBERT  MORTIMER  DE  LA  FAYETTE,  ESQ. 

Old  Vikginny,  March1 1876. 

As  for  me,  give  me  Liberty  or  give  me  two  dishes  of  ice-cream.  I have  lost  the  only  Lamp  by 
which  my  feet  were  guided,  but  Madam  ! I will  come  ; I repeat  it  Madam  ! I xoill  come. 

P.  HENRY. 

Mass.,  March 1876. 

If,  on  the  evening  of  your  festival,  I should  get  my  wood  split  and  chores  done  in  season,  then 
all  the  blood-thirsty  hirelings  of  George  the  Third  cannot  stay  my  coming.  JOHN  HANCOCK. 

Tlcondeeoga,  March. 1876. 

By  the  great  Constitional  and  the  Continental  Congress  I’ll  be  there.  ETHAN  ALLEN. 

Philadelphia,  March 1876. 

B upright  and  you’ll  be  straight.— B honest  and  you’ll  be  poor.— B happy  and  you’ll  be  virtuous. 
— B ready  and  I’ll  be  there.  B.  FRANKLIN. 

(And  others  too  numerous,  &c.) 

(Imprinted  by  ye  mandate  of  ye  Ladies’  Presbyterian  Aid  Society.) 
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The  American  Hall  was  crowded.  The  arrangement  of  tab- 
leux,  the  costumes  of  the  impersonators  of  heroes  of  a century 
ago,  the  musical  performance — vocal  and  instrumental — and  last, 
but  not  least,  the  feast  of  fat  things  served  in  the  basement  be- 
low— all  passed  off  with  eclat.  It  was  a pleasant  time. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  society  was  a sociable,  held  at  the  pas- 
tor’s residence,  on  Friday  evening,  December  23,  1876,  when 
the  pastor  and  his  wife  were  agreeably  surprised  to  be  presented 
with  handsome  presents.  The  ladies  had  collected  from  the  con- 
gregation sufficient  to  purchase  for  Mr.  Close,  eight  volumes  of 
Lange’s  New  Commentary  on  the  Old  Testament.  Mr.  Chester 
D.  Barnes,  in  a chaste  and  elegant  speech,  made  the  presenta- 
tion, as  a tribute  of  esteem  and  affection  to  our  beloved  pastor. 
The  Vice-President  then  presented,  as  a like  tribute  to  Mrs. 
Close,  a handsome  silver  Cake  Basket.  After  suitable  and  feel- 
ing responses  in  grateful  recognition,  and  a season  of  very  pleas- 
ant social  intercourse  and  entertainment,  the  company  dispersed, 
delighted  with  the  evening’s  entertainments. 

The  society  is  now  in  a prosperous  condition.  It  has  achieved 
much — it  proposes  more — but  the  ladies,  with  unity  and  zeal, 
continue  the  good  work  for  which  they  have  already  secured  so 
honorable  a record. 

Without  being  envious  of  uthe  rights  of  man,”  but  exercising 
the  true  “ rights  of  woman  ” — (so  far  as  regards  public  work,  at 
least) — the  ladies  among  us  may  find  their  u sphere  ” of  duty  in 

“ The  Ladies’  Presbyterian  Aid  Society'!” 


©nr  ^Fperffb  yrirnbs. 


©dp  BFpapfoli  ypirnix. 


i. 

®inisHi*s. 

Hustus  Js>ftalcx*  itouglx. 

Born  in  Suffield,  Conn.,  September  8,  1785.  Died  in  Syra- 
cuse, K Y.,  Dec.  20,  1872. 

In  1792  (when  seven  years  of  age)  his  family  removed  to  Ru- 
pert, Yermont,  where,  for  several  years,  he  worked  with  his 
father  in  the  clothing  business.  Converted  in  early  life,  he 
struggled  hard  to  obtain  an  education  for  the  ministry.  His 
parents  and  friends  being  unable  to  render  him  pecuniary  aid,  he 
was  thrown  on  his  own  resources,  and  contrived,  by  teaching 
school  and  other  methods,  to  obtain  the  necessary  means.  His 
experience,  in  this  respect,  illustrated  the  truth  of  the  poet’s 
words  : 

“ Difficulty — 'tis 
The  firm  foundation  of  all  noble  things  ; 

The  stepping-stone  of  bravery  ; the  spring-board 
Of  the  true  man  ; the  cradle  of  the  great ; 

The  able  nurse  of  energy  ; the  goad 
That  pricks  men  on  to  greatness  /” 

In  his  preparation  for  college,  the  student  was  aided  by  his 
village  pastor  and  physician,  who  both  were  graduates  of  Wil- 
liams College.  He  entered  Middlebury  College,  Yermont,  in 
1806  ; graduated  in  1810,  teaching  two  winters  as  assistant  at 
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1S07  he  was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Marcellus  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  installed  September  16th  of  that  year.  That 
church,  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Parsons,  consisted  of  eighteen 
persons,  the  same  number  as  at  its  organization,  October  13,  1801, 
and  the  same  number  which  comprised  the  Jordan  church  at  its 
organization.  It  is  believed  that  Mr.  Parsons  was  the  second 
minister  settled  in  Onondaga  county.  He  was  married  October 
9,  1809,  to  Miss  Almira  Rice.  She  died  January  28,  1859.  In 
January,  1833,  he  resigned  the  charge  of  Marcellus  church,  and 
preached  in  Tally  one  year,  and  one  year  in  Otisco,  when  he  re- 
turned again  to  Marcellus  for  a further  ministry  of  six  years, 
making  the  term  of  his  ministrations  to  the  Marcellus  congrega- 
tion thirty-two  years.  After  his  resignation  in  1841  he  preached 
several  years  to  the  congregation  on  the  State  Road,  and' several 
years  at  Borodino.  His  active  ministry  was  forty-five  years. 

An  example  of  promptness  and  fidelity,  in  the  discharge  of  all 
his  duties  and  appointments ; of  fixed  principles,  firmly  held  and 
yet  calmly  expressed,  he  never  exhibited  heat  or  irritation,  but 
viewed  things  deliberately,  and  took  a position  from  which  he 
seldom  had  reason  to  retreat.  He  felt  a deep  interest  in  this  and 
other  neighboring  churches,  took  a part  in  the  organization  of 
many  of  them,  and  was  frequently  called  to  preside  in  their 
meetings  and  perform  important  services. 

One  of  the  founders  of  Auburn  Seminary,  he  belonged  to  its 
Board  of  Trustees  from  its  incorporation  until  his  death. 

As  a man,  a citizen,  a Christian,  and  a minister  of  the  gospel,  , 
he  maintained  an  unblemished  reputation,  successfully  practicing 
the  apostolic  principle,  “ As  much  as  lieth  in  you  live  peaceably 
with  all  men.” 

The  Rev.  John  Tompkins,  his  successor,  preached  the  funeral 
discourse  from  2d  Tim.,  iv,  7,  8,  “The  Minister’s  Work  and  Re- 
ward.” From  that  discourse  the  facts  for  this  obituary  have 
been  obtained. 

% eu.  gimjcrtfrjj  jMcrarje 

was  born  in  Washington  county,  N.  Y.,  June  23,  1798.  Died 
in  Lawrence,  Van  Buren  county,  October  14,  1860,  His  theo- 
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logical  studies  were  commenced  with  Dr.  Gardner  Spring,  of 
New  York,  and  finished  at  the  Auburn  Seminary.  His  first  set- 
tlement wTas  at  Elbridge,  N.  Y.  Thence  he  removed  to  Montrose, 
Pa.,  where  he  labored  eight  years.  Then  he  opened  a select 
school  in  Jordan,  N.  Y.,  where  he  influenced  the  people  to  erect 
an  academy,  which  still  prospers  under  its  original  character. 
Apart  from  the  duties  of  the  school  room,  he  did  much  for  the 
cause  of  religion  and  temperance.  From  Jordan  he  was  called 
to  take  charge  of  the  East  Bloomfield  Academy.  Again  he 
became  a pastor  and  preached  at  West  Bloomfield,  Bristol 
Centre,  at  Peterboro,  and  in  Lawrence,  Mich.  Mr.  Stowe  was 
twice  married — first  to  Faustina  Hancock,  of  Martha's  Vineyard, 
next  to  Emmaline  F.  Densmore,  of  Chelsea,  Mich. 

In  several  particulars  Mr.  Stowe’s  character  was  noticeable  and 
exemplary.  He  acted  through  life  on  the  supposition  that  the 
faculty  of  speech  was  given  to  express  thought  and  not  to  con- 
ceal it.  He  spoke  his  mind,  whenever  he  spoke  at  all,  with  the 
candor  and  guilelessness  of  a child.  He  was  affectionate  in  dis- 
position, unassuming  in  manner  and  spirit,  always  ready  to  attack 
with  kindly  boldness  whatever  he  judged  to  be  wrong,  never  har- 
boring ill-will  against  those  who  misjudged  his  motives  and  who 
returned  him  evil  for  good. 

The  following  resolution  was  reported  by  Gerritt  Smith,  and 
passed  by  the  church  of  Peterboro,  November  11,  1860  : “ Re- 

u solved , That  it  is  with  deep  emotion  that  the  church  of  Peter- 
“ boro  hears  of  the  death  of  its  former  pastor,  Pev.  Timothy 
“ Stowe,  and  that  here,  whilst  sitting  around  the  table  of  the 
“ Lord’s  Supper  where  he  so  often  sat  with  us,  we  recall  the 
“ sweet  virtues  of  our  beloved  brother,  his  Christ-like  spirit  and 
“ Christ-like  life,  and  commend  them  afresh  to  our  own  hearts , 
“ and  the  hearts  of  others.” 

This  resolution  exactly  expresses  the  regard  entertained  by 
the  members  of  our  church  who  knew  and  loved  Mr.  Stowe  as  a 
genial,  generous,  gentlemanly  Christian — an  accomplished 

scholar,  and  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  education,  philan- 
thropy and  religion.  “ Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord 
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of  Milton,  Peter  Thacher,  of  Middleborough,  Mass.,  Peter 
Thacher,  * of  Attleborough,  Mass,  (the  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  obituary).  Washington  Thacher  held  thus,  in  a 
better  sense  than  many  who  lay  claim’  to  it,  a place  in  an  apos- 
tolic succession  of  godly  and  faithful  servants  of  Christ. 

He  was  born  in  Attleborough,  Mass.,  Feb.  23, 1794- ; his  father, 
Deacon  Moses  Thacher,  being  a ,son  of  Rev.  Peter  Thacher  of 
that  place. 

When  he  was  about  six  years  old  his  father  removed  with  his 
family  and  many  of  his  neighbors,  to  Hartford,  Susquehanna 
county,  Pa.  (A  new  town  largely  settled  by  emigrants  from 
Attleborough.)  The  emigrants  brought  with  them  a New  Eng- 
land love  of  education  and  religion,  and  the  schoolhouse  and 
church  were  soon  reared  and  occupied  in  their  newT  settlement. 
Deacon  Thacher  had  but  two  surviving  children,  and  both  inher- 
ited a fondness  for  study.  Washington  was  an  omniverous  reader, 
and  made  the  most  of  his  .opportunities  for  study,  which, 
though  at  first  limited,  were  soon  excellent  for  that  region  and 
time. 

Rev.  Lyman  Richardson,  D.  D.,  then  an  eminent  clergyman 
of  that  section,  and  a good  scholar,  established  in  Hartford  very 
early  a select  school,  which  grew  into  the  Hartford  Academy, 
and  finally  into  the  Susquehanna  University.  Here  young 
Thacher,  who  was  a favorite  pupil  ©f  the  good  Doctor,  devoted 
himself  so  assiduously  to  his  books  that  he  became  an  excellent 
English  scholar,  and  a better  classical  scholar  than  half  the  col- 
lege graduates  of  the  time.  Like  most  young  men  of  his  class, 
he  taught  for  several  sea&ons,  to  aid  himself  in  the  further  prose- 
cution of  his  studies,  beginning  his  teaching  at  seventeen  years  of 
age.  From  1811  to  1816  lie  taught  every  winter  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Pa.,  or  in  Broome  county,  N.  Y.  The  exact  time  of  his 
conversion  cannot  be  recalled,  but  in  1818  he  had  commenced  a 
course  of  theological  study,  which  he  subsequently  prosecuted 
with  great  vigor  for  two  years  or  more  at  Cherry  Yalley,  N.  Y.,  ^ 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  John  Truair,  then  in  the  zenith  of 
his  fame  and  popularity  as  an  eloquent  and  able  revival  preacher. 
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Iu  1821  the  Otsego  Presbytery  licensed  him  to  preach  the  gos% 
pel-  In  1822  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  M.  Johnson,  of 
Little  Falls,  and  the  same  year  became  the  stated  supply  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  ot  Morrisville,  Madison  county,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years.  In  1 826  he  was  called  to  the  Presby- 
terian church  in  Onondaga,  where,  in  July,  1827,  he  lost  his 
lovely  and  accomplished  wife,  who  left  three  little  children  to  his 
care.  In  December,  1828,  he  was  married  a second  time,  to 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Morrill,  of  New  York,  whom  many  of  our  congre- 
gation will  remember.  He  was  pastor  of  the  Onondaga  church 
till  January,  1833,  when  this  church  gave  him  an  urgent  call  to 
become  its  pastor,  at  a salary  of  $500,  with  a parsonage.  That 
call  is  signed  by  Sidney  N.  Norton,  A.  D.  Botsford,  Salmon 
G-reene  and  Pomeroy  Tobey,  Session  ; and  Erastus  Baker,  Jr., 
Ebenezer  Daggett  and  Daniel  W.  Mather,  Trustees.  The  call 
was  at  once  accepted,  ratified  by  Presbytery  January  16,  1833, 
and  Mr.  Thaeher  became  the  first  settled  pastor  of  this  church. 

As  indicating  the  mode  of  arranging  donation  parties,  and 
some  of  the  active  members  of  the  Society  at  this  time,  the  fol- 
lowing copy  of  an  invitation  to  a Donation,  held  at  Mr.  Thacher’s 
house  during  his  first  year’s  ministry,  will  be  interesting : 


T!ie  Company  of* 


M 


Is  SOLICITED  AT  THE  HOUSE  OP  THE  ReV.  W. 

Thacher,  on  Friday  the  26th  inst.  at  4 o’- 
clock, P.  M. 

Jordan,  Dec.  19,  1834. 


S.  N.  Norton, 

Benj.  Coonley, 
Erastus  Baker,  Jr., 
I).  K.  Green, 

John  Dodge, 

G.  C.  Munro, 
William  Richards, 
W.  T.  Graves, 

Jno.  F.  Baker, 
William  Porter,  Jr. , 


i r 


Mrs.  L.  B.  Raymond, 
Mrs.  L.  Davis, 

Mrs.  J.  Carson, 

Mrs.  D.  Carson, 

Miss  Sarah  Mason, 
Miss  E.  M.  Davis, 
Mise  Julia  Lansing, 
Miss  Helen  Wright, 
Miss  Lavina  Otis, 
Miss  M.  Stevens. 
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Mr.  Thacher’s  ministry  of  nearly  ten  years  was  the  longest  and 
most  fruitful  of  our  pastorates.  Modest  and  retiring  in  his  man- 
ners, when  lie  came  to  Jordan  lie  had  already  attained  a high 
reputation  as  an  able  and  eloquent  preacher,  and  a faithful, 
zealous  and  sympathizing  pastor.  He  was  a trustee  of  Auburn 
Theological  Seminary,  and  one  of  its  most  trusted  counselors  ; 
one  of  the  most  helpful  friends  of  the  Presbyterian  cause  in  the 
then  young  and  growing  city  of  S}7racuse,  and  was  more  than 
once  called  to  the  pastorate  there,  but  declined  the  calls. 

His  ministry  was  blessed  by  several  revivals,  and  large  acces- 
sions were  made  to  the  church.  In  184:2,  seriously  impaired 
health  obliged  his  resignation.  He  resided  here  after  that  event 
for  a year  or  more,  serving  for  a considerable  time  as  principal  of 
our  academy.  In  the  autumn  of  1848  lie  removed  to  Eaton, 
Madison  county,  and  was  for  three  years  stated  supply  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  there.  In  1847  he  accepted  the  position  of 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  central  agency  of  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society,  having  his  headquarters  at  Utica. 
The  laborious  and  difficult  duties  of  this  position  he  filled  with 
great  ability  and  success  for  three  years,  till  his  somewhat  frail 
constitution,  overtaxed  by  his  excessive  labor  and  a burning  zeal 
for  the  cause  of  His  Master,  gave  way,  and  after  a protracted  and 
painful  illness  he  departed  from  this  mortal  life  to  enter  the  bliss 
of  heaven  and  be  forever  with  the  Lord,  on  the  29t.h  day  of 
June,  1850,  aged  fifty-seven  years.  He  was  buried  in  Forest 
Hill  cemetery,  where  also  repose  the  bodies  of  his  second  wife, 
Sarah  E.  Thacher,  who  died  in  February,  1849,  and  his  third 
son,  Edward  M.,  who  died  in  June,  1855.  He  left  seven  children, 
two  of  whom  have  followed  him  to  the  grave — Edward  M.  (just 
referred  to),  and  Elizabeth  A.,  who  died  in  Horwalk,  Ohio,  May, 
1865. 

More  than  a quarter  of  a century  has  passed  since  the  death 
of  this  eminent  minister,  but  his  name  is  still  fragrant  through 
this  region,  and  his  precious  memory  is  enshrined  in  the  thoughts 
and  affections  of  many  in  this  village,  through  whose  ministra- 
tions many  of  them  and  their  children  were  brought  to  “the 
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“ knowledge  of  the  troth  as  it  is  in  Jesus  ” — “ whom  to  know  is 
“ life  eternal !”  Of  him  it  might  be  said,  as  of  Barnabas  of  old  : 
“ Se  was  a good  man  and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost  and  of 
“ faith  f and  under  his  labors  “ much  people  were  added  unto 
“ the  Lord  /” 

r.  guxtfcnx  %u&sou. 

Born  in  1814.  Died  Aog.  9,  1 853,  at  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  being  at 
the  time  pastor  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  there. 

During  the  last  year  ot  Mr.  Thacher’s  ministry  a series  of  re- 
vival services  were  held,  in  which  Mr.  Judson  was  called  to  as- 
sist. At  that  revival  twenty  were  added  to  the  church.  He 
was  called  to  the  charge  of  this  church  in  October,  1843,  but  de- 
clined to  be  installed,  not  believing  in  installation.  He  was 
stated  supply  till  May,  1848,  when  he  removed  to  Oswego,  where 
he  undertook  the  charge  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church 
there.  It  had  much  declined,  but  the  energy  and  ability  of  Mr. 
Judson,  under  Divine  blessing,  built  up  the  church  till  it  became 
quite  prosperous.  He  was  a self  educated  man,  of  excellent  nat- 
ural ability,  and  good  financial  and  administrative  powers.  He 
knew  how  to  combine,  in  happy  and  effective  exercise,  a knowl- 
edge of  theology  and  business  principles.  He  studied  human 
nature  by  mingling  with  men,  as  well  as  reading  of  them,  and 
handled  “ the  Word”  better  on  that  account. 

His  ministry  was  greatly  blessed,  thirty-nine  being  added  to 
the  church  during  its  term  of  five  years. 

His  death  was  a cause  of  great  grief  to  the  people  here,  as  also 
in  Oswego.  The  Oswego  Daily  Journal  thus  commented  on 
the  sad  event,  the  same  morning,  August  9,  1853  : 

“ DEATH  OF  THE  REV.  MR.  JUDSON.” 

“ We  have  seldom  been  called  upon  to  discharge  a more  painful  duty  than 
“ which  we  are  this  day  compelled  to  perform,  viz.:  to  announce  the  death  of 

the  Rev.  Aaron  Judson,  which  occurred  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m.,  after  a protracted 
“ illness.  Rev.  Mr.  Judson  has  been  for  several  years  pastor  of  the  Second 
“ Presbyterian  church,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  clerical  duties  has  endeared 
“ himself  to  a large  circle  of  friends,  by  whom  his  loss  will  be  deeply  felt  Ever 
“ more  ready  to  render  a service,  than  to  be  the  recipient  of  kindness,  Mr.  Jud- 
“ son  has  passed  through  life  respected  and  beloved  by  all  with  whom  he  came 


80 


OUR  CHURCH  AND  HER  INTERESTS. 


“ in  contact.  By  his  death  the  church  has  lost  one  of  its  most  faithful  servitors, 

“ the  poor  an  oft-tried  friend,  and  the  community  a good  citizen.” 

“Mr.  Judson  was  in  his  fortieth  year,  and  leaves  a wife  and  two  children 
“ to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  affectionate  husband  and  father.  A sorrowing  com- 
“ munity  sympathize  with  them,  in  their  bereavement.” 

“He  being  Dead,  yet  Speaketh  !” 

■iU'xi.  ©alttiti  Mhttcvlnvry 

was  stated  supply  of  this  church  from  November,  1849,  to  May, 
1851,  during  which  period  eighteen  were  added  to  the  church. 
In  1855  he  was  pastor  of  the  church  in  Victor,  N.  Y.,  removed 
thence  to  Leroy,  N.  Y.,  and  thence  to  Knoxville,  Illinois.  He 
again  removed  to  Freeport,  Illinois,  in  1860,  where  it  is  reported 
(somewhat  indefinitely)  that  he  died  soon  after.  After  delay- 
ing this  publication  two  weeks,  in  the  hope  of  receiving  response 
to  inquiries  concerning  him,  we  regret  to  have  to  print  a record 
so  imperfect.  The  same  remark  applies  to 

»cu.  t't'UHutm  5t<laHcman. 

who,  after  supplying  this  church  for  one  year  from  June,  1856, 
went  to  labor  in  the  west  and  died  there.  Also, 

|tjcxr.  liurtsou  Asyunoall, 

who  succeeded  Mr.  Wakeman  as  supply  of  this  church,  June, 
1857  to  1858,  and,  like  his  predecessor,  went  as  Home  Mission- 
ary to  the  west.  He  died  in  Wisconsin.  Scant  as  are  these 
memoirs,  we  would  not  hold  them  in  less  regard  than  those  of 
whom  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  more  extensive  records. 

SUvi.  SUcluu-ct  panning 

came  to  Jordan  from  Amboy,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1858,  and.  was  in 
stalled  as  pastor  in  November  of  that  year.  He  labored  earnest- 
ly and  successfully  with  this  people  until  August,  1866.  During 
this  pastorate  of  five  years,  fifty-three  were  added  to  the  church— 
thirty-seven  on  profession  of  faith,  and  sixteen  from  other 
churches.  The  church  reached  its  maximum  membership  during 
his  ministry.  Mr.  Dunning  was  universally  and  deservedly  res- 
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pected,  for  he  was  faithful  in  all  the  relationships  and  duties 
of  life.  An  excellent  pastor,  his  care  of  the  flock  over  which 
God  had  made  him  under-shepherd  was  such  as  becomes  so 
high  and  holy  a calling.  The  light  of  his  Christian  life,  in  its 
public  and  private  walks,  burnt  with  a bright  and  steady  flame. 
He  did  his  Master’s  business  in  his  Master’s  spirit,  and  was 
“ ready  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ  ” when  the  summons  came, 
September  1,  1873.  There  were  many  in  Jordan  and  elsewhere 
who  sorrowed  as  they  heard  of  his  decease,  sympathizing  deeply 
and  sincerely  with  his  bereaved  family,  but  knowing,  nevertheless, 
that  “ their  loss  was  his  gain,”  for  he  had  “ fought  a good  fight,” 
and  brought  many  trophies  of  his  conflict  to  lay  at  the  Master's 
feet.  Mr.  Dunning’s  memory  is  fragrant  and  precious  in  the 
hearts  of  many  he  brought  to  Jesus. 

2*cu.  Isaac  ©.  Ft U move.  P.  P., 

stated  supply  of  this  church  from  July  6,  1873,  to  October  8, 
1874,  was  born  in  Sennett,  Cayuga  Co.,  1816  ; died  at  Everett 
House,  Green  Island,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  22,  1875  (aged  59  years),  of 
an  organic  affection  of  the  heart.  Left  motherless  at  an  early 
age,  lie  was  received  into  the  family  of  Mr.  Knowles,  of 
Knowlesville,  N.  Y.,  where  he  grew  up  a bright,  sprightly,  fun- 
loving  boy.  At  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  was  converted  under 
the  preaching  of  that  powerful  revivalist,  Dr.  Burchard.  Favor- 
ing his  desire  for  the  ministry,  Mr.  Knowles  assisted  him  to  se- 
cure the  necessary  education.  He  graduated  with  honor  at 
Union  College  in  1839,  and  at  Princeton  in  1842.  After  leav- 
ing Princeton,  he  came  to  Western  Hew  York,  and  supplied  the 
Jordan  church  for  some  time.  He  was  then  invited  to  become 
its  pastor,  but  in  the  providence  ot  God,  was  called  to,  and  ac- 
cepted charge  of,  the  church  at  Cambridge,  Washington  county, 
N.  Y.  He  was  the  pastor  of  the  Old  White  Church  there  for 
twelve  years,  during  which  time  great  harmony  prevailed  and 
large  additions  were  made  to  the  church.  While  there  he  was 
happily  married  to  Miss  J ulia  A.  Parmalee,  of  Lansingburgh, 
N.  \ . She  proved  to  be  a true  helpmeet — a partner  in  all  his  joys 
and  sorrows  and  labors,  in  very  deed.  From  Cambridge  Dr. 
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Fillmore  removed  to  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  and  after  two  and  a half 
years’  labor  there,  accepted  a pressing  invitation  to  take  charge 
of  a new  church  enterprise  (that  of  the  Park  church)  in  Syracuse. 
To  that  work  he  devoted  seven  of  the  best  years  of  his  life.  He 
was  chaplain  in  the  army,  and  either  from  exposure  there,  or  over 
exertion,  contracted  disease,  so  that  his  strength  gave  way  and  in 
1870  he  was  compelled  to  seek  rest  and  recuperation,  by  change 
of  climate.  He  went  accordingly,  in  that  year,  on  a trip  to  the 
Pacific  Coast,  preaching  occasionally  with  great  acceptance,  at 
San  Francisco  and  other  places.  After  two  years  there  lie  re- 
turned to  this  state,  and  became  stated  supply  of  this  church. 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  his  genial  disposition,  his  tender  regard  for 
the  temporal  and  spiritual  welfare  of  all  the  members  of  the 
church,  his  kindly  bearing  towards  rich  and  poor  alike,  the 
pains  taken  by  himself  and  wife  to  seek  Out  the  poor  and  needy 
at  their  homes  and  in  their  workshops  and  place  of  labor,  sym- 
pathizing with  their  sorrows  and  seeking  the  salvation  of  their 
souls,  will  ever  be  remembered  by  an  affectionate  and  appreci- 
ative people. 

The  young  and  the  old  alike  loved  him.  From  a youth  he  had 
an  aptitude  for  making  and  appreciating  jokes,  but  they  were 
never  indulged  in  by  him  at  another’s  pain.  He  was  careful  of 
others’  feelings,  and  would  not  knowingly  wound  the  most  sen- 
sitive. His  own  heart  was  tender  as  a child’s,  and  when  (as  was 
very  frequently  the  case)  he  would  receive  letters  from  the  youth 
(whom  he  was  verj7  successful  in  leading  to  Christ),  telling  him 
how,  under  God,  they  owed  their  conversion  to  him,  he  would 
weep  tears  of  joy  and  gratitude.  Many  were  the  trophies  of  vic- 
tory he  brought  to  the  Captain  of  his  salvation  from  battle  fields, 
where  he  did  valiant  service  for  Christ  against  Sin  and  Satan. 
He  was  wise  in  that  wisdom  which  “winneth  souls.”  He  removed 
from  Jordan  to  Green  Island,  where  he  died.  The  funeral  ser- 
vices were  conducted  in  the  church  of  his  last  charge,  Green 
Island,  on  the  Monday  following  his  death,  in  the  presence  of  a 
large  and  deeply  moved  audience.  His  mortal  remains  rest  in 
the  beautiful  cemetery  overlooking  the  church  of  his  first  charge, 
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with  those  of  many  whom  he  led  to  God,  and  whose  bodies  rest 
in  “God’s  acre,”  waiting  the  great  harvest  of  the  resurrection. 

“ Go  to  the  grave  in  all  thy  glorious  prime  — 

In  full  activity  of  zeal  and  power. 

A Christian  cannot  die  before  his  time  ; 

The  Lord’s  appointment  is  the  servant’s  hour.  ” 

“ While  we  weep  as  Jesus  wept, 

Thom  sh  a It  sleep  as  Jesus  slept ; 

With  thy  Saviour  thou  shalt  rest, 

Crowned,  glorified,  and  blest.” 
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2'ltc  gotsfovd  Family 

descended  from  Puritan  families  of  Massachusetts  and  Con- 
necticut, and  came  to  Jordan  in  1823,  when  the  village  was  but 
sparsely  settled.  The  family  then  consisted  of  four  members — 
Alva  D.  (bachelor),  Delana  (spinster),  and  Edmund  W.  and 
Mary  Ann,  his  wife.  Until  the  organization  of  this  church  they 
were  members  and  regular  attendants  of  the  Congregational 
church  at  Elbridge.  They  were  all  eminent  Christians,  earnest 
and  liberal  supporters  of  the  cause  of  Christ  in  this  place.  To 
no  other  family  does  the  Presbyterian  Society  owe  more  grateful 
regard  and  remembrance,  for  they  were  pillars  of  the  church  and 
steady  supporters  of  all  her  enterprises.  Of  the  four  original 
members  only  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Edmund  W.,  survives.  She 
now  resides  with  her  son,  Bev.  Alfred  P.  Botsford,  of  Port  Jer- 
vis, N.  V.  Of  four  sons  born  to  Edmund  and  Mary  (Charles 
Sedgwick,  Alfred  P.,  Eli  Clark  and  Edmund  Dowd),  only 
Alfred  P.  survives.  He  has  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  in  Port  Jervis,  N.  Y.,  for  ten  years  past.  The  family  re- 
moved from  Jordan  in  1852.  They  have  ever  been  affectionately 
remembered  by  all  who  knew  them,  and  they  themselves  have 
manifested  ever  a lively  interest  in  the  church  and  society  with 
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whom  they  spent  so  many  years  and  formed  so  many  pleasant 
associations. 

Alva  D. — One  of  the  original  members,  the  first  Elder  of  the 
church,  Sabbath  school  superintendent,  trustee,  temperance  ad- 
vocate and  worker  in  every  good  cause  in  Jordan.  After  a con- 
sistent Christian  life  he  died  in  the  year  1839. 

Delana — Or  “ Auntie  Botsford,”  as  she  was  familiarly  and 
affectionately  called,  was  a genial,  patient  and  earnest  lover  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  His  cause  a veritable  “Dorcas,”  full 
of  good  works  and  charitable  labors.  The  service  and  worship 
of  God  was  her  delight ; God’s  house  her  home.  Tn  the  church, 
the  Sabbath  school,  and  the  Society,  with  “patient  continuance 
in  well  doing,”  unassuming  and  unostentatious,  she  let  her  light 
shine,  so  that  in  many  hearts  and  memories  it  shines  still.  She 
was  one  of  the  original  members  and  Sabbath  school  teachers. 
One  of  her  most  cherished  desires  was  to  see  her  nephews  set 
apart  to  the  gospel  ministry.  She  labored  and  prayed  for  this, 
lived  to  see  two  of  them  consecrated  to  the  glorious  work  and 
occupy  high  positions  in  their  sacred  calling.  One  of  these  says 
of  her : “We  owe  more  than  we  can  tell  to  the  faith  and 

“ prayer  of  our  maiden  aunt — who  was  one  of  the  most  energetic 
“ and  patient  and  hojpeful  of  the  early  workers  in  the  church  at 
“ Jordan.”  She  died  in  the  triumphs  of  a simple  and  beautiful 
faith,  in  1849. 

“ Not  for  thee  shall  tear  she  given , 

Child  of  Cod , and  heir  of  heaven, 

For  He  gave  thee  sweet  release  ; 

Thine  the  Christian's  death  of  peace." 

Edmund  W.—  Born  June  18,  1799.  Died  November  3,  1836, 
aged  thirty-five  years,  leaving  a widow  and  four  sons.  He 
was  an  original  member  of  the  church  and  one  of  its  first 
board  of  trustees.  A liberal  supporter  and  indefatigable 
worker,  he  is  worthy  of  a most  conspicuous  place  in  the 
list  of  “ Our  Departed  Friends  ;”  for,  to  the  interests  of  this 
Zion,  he  gave  much  time,  talent  and  energy,  as  well  as  pecuniary 
assistance.  A consistent  Christian,  a tender  parent,  and  a 
worthy  citizen,  he  left  behind  him  an  unblemished  name  and 
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reputation.  His  children  “call  him  blessed  his  neighbors  and 
friends  cherish  his  memory.  He  also  desired  to  have  his  boys 
enter  the  ministry,  and  prayed  for  and  trained  them  with  that 
view.  Speaking  to  a neighbor  on  these  things  when  his  boys 
were  quite  little,  he  remarked  as  he  pointed  to  them,  “Those  boys 
wil)  yet  preach  the  gospel,”  and  such  a prophecy  has  been 
abundantly  fulfilled.  A faithful  father,  his  prayer  and  care  for 
his  children  have  resulted  in  rich  blessing  to  many  souls.  “ He 
died  the  death  of  the  righteous .” 

Charles  Sedgwick — Oldest  son  of  Edmund  and  Mary  Bots- 
ford.  Born  January  1,  1823.  Died  October  20,  1839,  aged  16 
years.  He  joined  the  church  at  an  early  age. 

Edmund  Dowd — Youngest  son  of  Edmund  and  Mary.  Born 
December  4,  1831.  Died  June  4,  1838,  aged  6J  years. 

Eli  Clark — Born  1830.  Died  December  30,  1860.  He 
joined  this  church  with  his  brother  x\lfred  during  a revival  season 
in  1841 — he  being  11  years  of  age,  Alfred  12.  They  both  pre- 
pared for  college  in  Jordan  ; both  graduated  together  at  Union 
College  in  1847,  Eli  being  only  17  years  of  age.  Graduated  at 
Princeton  1853.  Took  charge  of  Mrs.  Sheafe’s  church  on  Hud- 
son river  for  six  months,  when  called  to  86th  street  church,  New 
York>  where  he  labored  seven  years.  Died  suddenly,  while  pre- 
paring an  anniversary  sermon,  which  he  never  finished.  His 
reason  was  taken  from  him  by  a stroke  of  surprising  suddenness, 
to  return  no  more  this  side  of  the  grave.  His  widow  died  the 
same  year,  leaving  three  children,  who  all  survive.  Alfred  suc- 
ceeded Eli  to  the  charge  of  his  church  in  New  York,  remaining 
there  six  years  He  then  removed  to  Port  Jervis,  where  he  has 
a large  and  flourishing  church,  which  was  visited  last  year  with 
a powerful  revival,  increasing  the  membership  by  84  conversions. 

Their’s  is  a family  record  of  a most  pleasing  and  instructive 
character.  God  honors  those  who  honor  him.  “ His  mercy  is 
on  them  that  fear  Him  throughout  all  generations 
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wife  of  Deacon  Charles  Barnes,  came  with  him  from  the  First 
Church  of  Auburn.  She  was  born  December  15,  1805.  Died 
August  11,1866.  As  a wife,  mother,  and  Christian  lady,  her 
excellent  virtues  and  exemplary  piety  won  for  her  great  esteem. 
She  was  actively  interested  in  Sunday  school  and  Temperance 
work;  was  President  of  a Women’s  Temperance  Association 
organized  by  Miss  Susan  B.  Anthony  about  1850.  Her  funeral 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  J.  Y.  C.  Nellis. 

Of  her  family  of  six  children,  two  died  young.  The  remain- 
ing  four — George , Chester , Altai  and  Ellen — are-now  members 
of  our  church.  George  is  an  Elder,  and  Chester  Sabbath  school 
superintendent.  The  Barnes  family  came  from  Washington, 
Lichfield  county,  Conn.  ; are  of  English  descent  and  claim  kin- 
ship with  the  celebrated  divine,  Albert  Barnes. 

Ittvs.  fgltea  25cU. 

wife  of  Mr.  Gabriel  Bell,  was  born  in  Utica,  Oct.  29,  1806,  re- 
moved to  Jordan  in  1809,  and  lived  in  this  village  till  her  death, 
March  20,  1872.  She  was  a teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  some 
time  before  the  church  was  organized,  and  became  a member  of 
the  church  shortly  after  that  event.  For  a great  many  years  she 
led  the  singing  in  the  church.  She  was  a lady  of  great  force 
of  character,  of  a cheerful,  happy  disposition,  always  finding  for 
herself  and  others  the  bright  side  to  everything.  This  trait  of 
her  character  was  beautifully  exemplified  during  her  five  years 
of  painful  sickness.  Laid  aside  from  active  life  (for  she  was 
always  remarkably  active)  she  “rested  in  the  Lord,  waiting  pa- 
tiently for  Him.”  There  was  scarcely  a day  during  that  five 
years  that  she  did  not  repeat  aloud,  “and  having  done  all  to 
stand.” 

The  triumphs  of  grace,  as  shown  by  her  unmurmuring  sub- 
mission, were  more  wonderful  even  than  the  earnest,  ambitious 
Christian  workings  of  her  devoted  life.  Her  daughter, 
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was  a member  of  this  church  until  her  marriage  and  removal 
to  Weedsport,  when  she  united  wTith  the  Presbyterian  church 
there.  She  died  Aug.  5,  1870. 

Mary — Another ’daughter  of  Mrs.  Bell  (now  Mrs.  Riggs  of 
Meridian),  was  a member  with  us  until  her  removal  there. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Gillespie— Another  daughter,  is  now  a member 
with  us. 

Mrs.  Bell’s  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Revs.  Cyrus 
M.  Perry  and  Almon  R.  Hewitt. 

‘ ‘ Thou  art  gone  to  the  grave  ! but  we  will  not  deplore  thee, 

Since  God  was  thy  ransom,  thy  guardian,  thy  guide; 

He  gave  thee,  He  took  thee  and  He  will  restore  thee. 

And  death  hath  no  sting,  since  the  Savior  hath  died.” 

lames  liuvviU, 

son  of  Nelson  and  Sophronia  Bnrrill,  born  May  14,  1851,  died 
in  Jordan,  Nov.  20,  1873,  aged  23.  He  joined  the  * church  on 
July  2,  1871  ; and  although  he  died  so  soon  afterwards,  his  two 
years’  connection  with  the  church  was  one  of  such  consistency 
and  usefulness  as  to  claim  special  notice.  Industrious  in  his  hab- 
its, noble  and  upright  in  his  dealings,  quiet  and  unobtrusive  in 
manner,  of  few  faults  and  many  virtues,  he  will  long  be  affec- 
tionately remembered,  not  only  by  the  home  circle,  but  by  all 
who  knew  him.  Firm  in  temperance  principles,  he  was  a mem- 
ber and  faithful  officer  of  Reform  Lodge,  No.  614  of  I.  O.  G.  T. 
of  Jordan.  His  death  was  a sad  surprise  to  many.  Typhoid 
pneumonia  was  the  direct  cause.  The  funeral  services,  held  in 
the  church,  were  largely  attended  and  very  impressive.  The 
following  indicates  the  high  regard  entertained  for  himself  and 
family : 

“Resolutions  of  respect  and  affection  passed  by  the  Presbyterian  Sabbath  School 
“ of  Jordan,  November  23,  1873: 

“ Whereas,  By  an  afflictive  dispensation  of  Divine  Providence  James  Burrill, 
“ one  of  our  dear  associates  and  friends,  and  an  active,  earnest  member  of  our 
“ Sabbath  school,  has  been  removed  from  among  us;  therefore,  be  it 
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“ Resolved.,  That  we,  as  a Sabbath  school,  desire  to  express  our  sensibility  of 
“ the  loss  we  have  sustained  in  his  death,  not  only  by  being  thus  deprived  of  his 
“ careful  and  attentive  services  as  Librarian  of  our  school,  and  his  regular  atten- 
“ dance  and  ready  assistance  in  carrying  it  on  and  aiding  in  every  way  its  ad- 
* ‘ vancement  and  best  interests,  but  losing  the  effect  of  his  influence  and  example 
“ upon  others  of  the  young  men  of  our  community  whose  feet  are  not  ‘walking  in 
“ the  way  that  leadeth  unto  life  ’ 

“ Resolved , That  we  hereby  tender  our  deepest  sympathy,  and  mingle  our  sor- 
“ rows  with  the  family  of  which  the  deceased  was  a beloved  and  loving  member, 
“ in  this  the  hour  of  their  affliction  and  grief. 

“ Resolved , That  a copy  of  these  resolutions  be  presented  to  the  family  of  our 
“ departed  brother,  and  published  in  the  Jordan  Transcript. 

“ Dated  November  22,  1873.” 

His  mother,  Mrs.  Burrill,  is  an  active  member  with  us,  also 
his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  W.  H.  Nash,  who  has  filled  the  office  of 
trustee  of  the  society,  and  other  positions  in  the  Sabbath  school, 
and  is  still  identified  with  the  interests  of  both. 

Reten  fell, 

first  wife  of  Charles  Bell,  now  residing  in  Middleton,  Orange 
county,  N.Y.,  united  with  this  church  Nov.  5,  1842,  and  adorned 
her  profession  by  a godly  walk  and  conversation  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  April  23,  1849,  in  the  29th  year  of  her 
age.  She  was  universally  beloved,  for  she  was  one  of  those 
excellent  women  whose  memory  we  delight  to  cherish,  and  whose 
influence  is  as  “ointment  poured  forth.”  As  she  lay  prepared  for 
the  tomb,  her  appearance  was  so  beautiful,  that  friends  recall  the 
many  expressions  of  admiration  which  involuntarily  escaped  the 
lips  of  those  who  came  to  take  the  last  farewell  of  one  they  so 
much  regarded.  Among  these  was  Mr.  Isaac  Otis,  Sen.,  who, 
standing  in  the  doorway,  as  he  looked  upon  the  fair  face,  “beau- 
tiful in  death,”  exclaimed  : 

“ O,  lovely  appearance  of  death* 

No  sight  upon  earth  is  so  fair  ; 

Not  all  the  gay  pageants  we  see, 

Can  with  a dead  body  compare.  ” 

Adding,  “ not  with  hers.” 

Hers  was  not  merely  beauty  of  personal  appearance,  but  also 
of  character  ; the  “ beauty  of  holiness  ” which  outlasts  all  storms, 
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survives  all  wrecks  and  endures,  unchanged,  undim tried,  untar- 
nished through  the  ages  of  God’s  own  eternity. 

The  Rev.  H.  B.  Hosford  (recently  from  the  seminary)  preached 
his  first  funeral  discourse  on  the  occasion  of  her  burial.  Somewhat 
embarrassed  and  deeply  affected,  as  he  closed  his  discourse  he 
remarked:  “and  what  can  I say  of  the  .departed  ? she  died  very 
“ young  ; she  lived  and  loved,  and  suffered  and  died  : and  what 
“ more  is  there  of  life  ?” 

Her  life,  death  and  burial  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  by 
those  who  were  so  deeply  concerned  in  the  touching  event.  She 
left  four  small  children. 


Born  in  1810,  died  Nov.  14,  1861,  aged  fifty  years  and  ten 
months  ; was  a consistent  member  of  this  church  until  her  trans- 
fer to  the  Episcopal  church,  for  whose  creed  and  polity  she  had 
a preference.  Her  son,  Charles  Chadwick,  now  residing  in  Syr- 
acuse, was  an  active  worker  in  our  church  till  his  removal  from 
Jordan,  and  still  manifests  his  love  for  the  Presbyterian  society. 


were  among  the  earliest  settlers  in  Jordan.  They  are  of  Prot- 
estant Irish  descent,  and  came  from  Salem,  Washington  county, 
N.  Y.  Patrick  and  Margaret  Carson  (the  first  of  the  family  to 
settle  here)  came  to  Salem  from  county  Down,  Ireland.  Many 
of  the  family  name  and  connection  are  honorably  identified  with 
the  history  of  Jordan  village,  and  especially  its  Presbyterian 
society.  Of  these  the  following  are  deceased  : 

Isabel  Carson— Born  in  June,  1788,  brought  to  America  in 
1790,  was  the  oldest  of  nine  children  of  Patrick  and  Margaret 
Carson,  married  in  1814  to  James  Stevenson,  who  also  came 
from  Ireland  to  Salem  when  quite  young.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  that  place,  at  the  time 
of  their  marriage.  James  Stevenson  died  in  1829  (before  our 
church  organization),  leaving  four  children,  James , Susan  (now 
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the  wife  of  James  McKissick),  Archimedes  and  David  Carson 
Stevenson  ; the  last  named  was  a member  at  the  date  of  his 
death,  in  June,  1854.  His  body,  “sown  in  corruption,  will  be 
raised  in  incorruption.”  He  was  a victim  of  consumption,  but 
a subject  of  divine  grace. 

Isabel  Stevenson — Married,  as  her  second  husband,  William 
Nicholson.  She  died  in  Jordan,  May,  1873,  aged  70  years. 

John  Carson — Son  of  Patrick  Carson,  and  brother  of  the 
foregoing,  died  in  Freeport,  Illinois,  in  October,  1869.  His  wife, 
Sophia , died  in  1837.  They  were  both  members  with  us  of 
good  report. 

Eleanor  Carson — Daughter  of  Patrick  Carson,  born  May  22, 
1795,  and  died  in  Fulton,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  9,  1872.  She  married 
John  Stevens,  and  with  him  was  transferred  from  the  Elbridge 
Congregational  church,  at  the  organization  of  this.  She  was 
buried  in  Jordan  cemetery,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bacon,  of  the  Fourth 
church,  Syracuse,  officiating. 

Thomas  L.  Carson — Died  Nov.  21, 1860.  He  was  a very  active 
member  of  our  church,  an  earnest  temperance  advocate — founder 
of  “ The  Carson  League  Temperance  Society,”  and  publisher  of 
a paper  bearing  that  name,  and  acting  as  its  organ.  His  son, 
Randall  Carson,  fell  a victim  to  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  being  at 
the  time  a member  of  our  church. 

Ellen  Carson — Daughter  of  Thomas  L.  Carson,  is  still  united 
with  us. 

Julia  Carson — First  wife  of  David  Carson,  who  was  also  a 
•member  of  our  church,  and  now  resides  in  Syracuse,  was  born  in 
Salem,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1805,  and  died  in  Jordan,  Oct.  12,  1850, 
aged  45  years.  She  was  one  of  those  “ noble  women  ” who 
did  what  she  could  to  further  the  cause  of  Christ,  and  exemplify, 
in  all  her  life,  the  religion  she  professed.  An  active,  amiable, 
consistent  Christian,  she  will  be  remembered  with  sincere  affec- 
tion and  esteem  as  long  as  those  who  knew  and  loved  her  pos- 
sess the  faculty  of  recollection.  The  life  she  lived  in  the  flesh, 
she  lived  “by  the;  Faith  of  the  Son  of  God,”  and  as  she  lived, 
so  she  died,  “trusting  in  Jesus.” 
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died  about  the  last  of  November,  1876,  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  at  the 
residence  of  his  son,  with  whom  he  had  lived  for  some  time 
previous. 

He  filled  the  position  of  sexton  of  the  church,  with  some 
intermission  (while  he  served  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion),  for 
about  thirty  years.  About  thirty  years  ago,  by  the  efforts  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  of  Jordan,  and  especially  Thos.  L.  Carson 
(of  whom  John  Delany  thought  much),  he  was  reclaimed  from 
intemperance,  and,  spite  of  many  difficulties  and  discourage- 
ments, held  to  his  pledge.  By  the  power  of  converting  grace 
(of  which  our,  friend  was  a notable  example)  he  made  rapid  im- 
provement in  his  social  and  moral  condition  and  character.  Of 
very  sensitive  nature — the  subject  of  strong  propensities  and 
passions — surrounded  with  ungenial  and  contrary  influences  in 
his  home  and  social  life — he  displayed  a Christian  fortitude  and 
perseverance  which  only  those  who  knew  his  besetments  and 
hindrances  could  with  any  adecpiacy  appreciate. 

His  duties  as  sexton  were  faithfully  discharged.  He  was  a 
man  of  honor  and  integrity,  who  made  the  most  of  his  meagre 
advantages.  Whatever  faults  he  had  were  evidently  struggled 
against  with  renewed  energy,  after  slight  relapses.  He  persevered 
in  the  struggle — “ fought  a good  fight ; finished  his  course  ; kept 
the  faith.”  Freed  from  trial,  temptation  and  care,  he  passed  away 
to  that  better  abode,  where 

“ The  wicked  cease  from  troubling, 

And  the  weary  are  at  rest.” 

gaggrtt  ffaratlg 

were  early  settled  in  Jordan,  coming  from  Enfield,  Mass.,  in 
1823. 

Ebenezer — Born  in  Enfield,  June  16,  1798.  Died  in  Jordan, 
of  enlargement  of  the  liver,  after  terrible  suffering,  December 
26,  1859.  An  original  member — one  of  the  first  Session  and 
Board  of  Trustees — he  was  one  of  the  pillars  and  supporters  of 
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the  church  until  his  death.  In  company  with  Salmon  Greene, 
he  took  the  building  contract.  He  had  ten  children  ; four  died 
young.  Out  of  live  now  living,  three  are  members  of  churches  : 
William , in  Ottumwa,  Iowa;  Henry,  in  Brookfield,  Missouri  ; 
and  Rebecca , in  California.  Calvin  Foote  is  now  our  leader  of 
singing,  and  his  daughter,  organist.  He  takes  the  name  of  his 
father’s  favorite  Enfield  minister,  under  whose  ministry  he  was 
doubtless  converted. 

Mary  Pope  (maiden  name  Kennedy) — Wife  of  Ebenezer 
Daggett,  was  born  October  22,  1801,  and  died  November  27, 
1862,  while  on  a visit  to  her  son  William,  of  Ottumwa,  of  con- 
gestion of  the  lungs  She  was  brought  to  Jordan,  and  buried 
in  the  cemetery.  Rev.  R.  Dunning  conducted  thd  funeral  serv- 
ices of  both  herself  and  her  husband. 

Sarah  Elizabeth — Daughter  of  Ebenezer  Daggett,  was  born 
in  Jordan,  August  7,  1835,  and  died  November  19,  1861,  of  that 
fell  disease,  consumption,  aged  26  y7ears.  She  united  with 
the  church  in  October,  1850,  and  was  taken  ill  in  Jackson 
county,  Mississippi,  where  she  was  teaching  music.  She  was  of 
modest,  unassuming  disposition,  and  universally  beloved. 

Ebenezer  Daggett,  Sr. — Was  born  in  Massachusetts,  May  16, 
1762,  and  came  to  reside  with  his  son,  Deacon  Daggett,  in  184!-. 
His  wife  Jeannette  and  his  daughter  Mary  came  at  the  same 
time,  and  united  with  the  church  in  October  of  that  year.  Miss 
Mary  Daggett  survives,  and  is  residing  in  Springfield,  Mass. 
Her  father  died  in  1848  ; her  mother,  within  a }Tear  after,  and 
both  rest  in  the  Jordan  cemetery. 

i’lic  (grtcue  ffamily 

came  to  Jordan  from  Cheshire,  Mass.,  in  1824:.  The  family 
were  of  Puritan  origin  and  faith. 

Salmon  Greene — Was  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  church, 
and  foremost  in  maintaining  its  enterprises  and  interests.  He 
was  an  elder  from  its  organization,  and  filled  with  credit  and  effi- 
ciency every  office  in  the  appointment  of  the  church.  He  was  a 


OUR  CHURCH  AND  HER  INTERESTS. 


97 


consistent  Christian  and  rich  in  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him. 
He  was  sound,  and  strong,  and  steady,  in  Presbyterian  principle 
and  polity.  Of  strong  convictions,  strongly  held,  everyone  knew 
where  to  find  him  ; for  he  was  faithful  to  his  creed,  his  calling, 
and  his  Divine  Master.  Converted  at  the  age  of  27,  he  was  a 
member  of  this  church  twenty-two  years,  and  died  July  4,  1851, 
after  a short  illness  of  malignant  erysipelas,  at  Seneca  Falls. 
He  was  buried  in  Jordan  cemetery,  July  8,  1851,  Rev.  C.  Ander- 
son, of  Sennett,  officiating. 

Four  of  his  children  have  been  members  of  this  church,  out 
of  six  living. 

Amy  Greene — Wife  of  Salmon  Greene,  was  born  January  25, 
* 1801,  and  died  March  20,  1874.  Rev.  Dr.  Fillmore  officiated 

at  the  funeral  services,  and  preached  from  1 Thessalonians,  iv,  14: 
“ For  if  we  believe  that  Jesus  died  and  rose  againy  even  so 
“ them  also  which  sleep  in  Jesus  will  God  bring  with  him.” 
Hers  was  an  exemplary  Christian  life.  Her  memory,  fragrant 
and  precious,  is  cherished  by  a fond  family  and  a large  circle  of 
appreciative  friends. 

As  worthy  representatives  of  the  family  and  active  supporters 
of  the  cause,  there  remain  with  us  Mr.  Robert  E.  Greene  and 
Mrs.  Sarah  Buck. 

Wtvs.  %\ emxom  ICuowIton, 

wife  of  Hollis  Knowlton,  died  November  10,  1861,  aged  62 
years.  She  lived  an  exemplary  Christian  life,  and  died  trusting 
in  her  Redeemer.  Her  husband  now  resides  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Rodger.  The  Knowlton  family  were  very  early 
settled  in  Jordan,  and  the  subject  of  this  obituary  was  connected 
quite  early  with  our  church,  and  her  memory  is  honored  by  all 
who  knew  her. 


%Xtt 

are  of  Scotch  descent,  and  were  first  settled  in  Vermont.  The 
family  came  to  Jordan  from  Oran,  Onondaga  county,  N.  Y. 
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James  McClure,  Jr. — Born  in  Pompey,  Onondaga  county, 
N.  Y.,  December  12,  1798,  and  came  to  Jordan  in  1823.  He 
was  converted  during  the  revival  under  Dr.  Burchard  in  1833, 
and  joined  the  church  with  other  members  of  the  family.  He 
was  collector  of  the  Society  in  1832,  trustee  in  1844;  leader  of 
the  choir  for  many  years,  and  always  actively  interested  in  sus- 
taining the  reputation  of  the  church  for  good  music.  He  died 
September  18,  1870,  after  only  five  days’  absence  from  business, 
though  his  health  had  been  poor  for  years.  Rev.  Cyrus  M. 
Perry  preached  the  funeral  discourse,  founding  his  remarks  on 
Isaiah  xl.,  the  passage  due  for  reading  at  family  worship  next 
morning — it  being  the  custom  of  Mr.  McClure  to  read  the 
Scriptures  by  course. 

Orpha — His  wife  (daughter  of  Isaac  Otis,  Sr.)  was  born  in 
Fabius,  N.  Y.,  September  16,  1802,  removed  to  Jordan,  1816, 
and  joined  the  church  with  her  husband  in  1833.  She  died  July 
15,  1859.  Rev.  Dr.  Fillmore  of  Park  church,  Syracuse,  preached 
the  funeral  discourse  from  Rev.  xxi,  4 : “Neither  shall  there  be 
any  more  pain” — a very  appropriate  sermon,  since  Mrs.  McClure 
had  suffered  a long  and  painful  illness. 

“ Rest  for  the  fevered  brain, 

Rest  for  the  throbbing  eye  ! 

Thro’  these  parched  lips  of  thine  no  more 
Shall  pass  the  moan  or  sigh. 

“ O,  the  rest  for  ever,  and  the  rapture ! 

O,  the  hand  that  wipes  the  tears  away, 

O,  the  golden  homes  beyond  the  sunset, 

And  the  hope  that  watches  o’er  the  clay !” 

Arthur  T.  McClure — Son  of  James  McClure,  Jr.,  united 
with  this  church  when  about  fifteen  years  of  age.  He  went 
south  in  Nov.L  1856,  and  died  in  New  Orleans,  of  yellow  fever, 
in  Sept.,  1867.  He  was  always  connected  with  the  Sabbath 
school  and  filled  the  office  of  Librarian.  His  sister,  Miss  Susan 
McClure,  is  now  a member  of  the  church. 


Amelia  c'i'l.  HtcOSinnts. 

wife  of  John  McGinnis,  Esq.,  united  with  this  church  during 
the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Washington  Thacher,  and  together  with 
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her  eldest  daughter,  Margaret  A.,  “walked  worthy”  of  their 
Christian  calling  and  profession,  “in  all  pleasing,”  until  the  re- 
moval of  their  much  esteeitied  family  from  this  village.  We  can 
not  do  better  than  quote  from  the  Joliet  Signal , of  Joliet,  111., 
where  Mrs.  McGinnis  died,  March  28,  1856.  The  obituary  is 
prepared  by  her  then  pastor,  and  in  its  testimony  and  apprecia- 
tion of  the  Christian  character  and  service  of  our  departed  sister, 
all  who  knew  her  heartily  join  : 

“DIED— On  Monday,  the  28th  nit.,  Mrs.  Amelia  W.  McGinnis,  wife  of  John 
“ McGinnis,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  and  daughter  of  the  late  Obadiah  Woodruff,  of 
“ Newark,  New  Jersey. 

“By  this  bereavement  the  afflicted  husband  and  children  are  left  to  mourn, 
“ not  only  an  affectionate  wife  and  tender  parent  but  also  an  earnest  and  intelli- 
“ gent  Christian  counselor  and  guardian.  With  her  it  had  been  pre-eminently 
“ as  with  the  Apostle — “Christ  to  Live.”  With  broad  views  of  the  spirit  and 
“ requirements  of  religion,  she  took  its  precepts  habitually  with  her  into  the 
“ scenes  of  domestic  and  social  intercourse,  and  by  kindness  and  charity,  and 
“ fidelity  in  all  her  obligations  to  others,  she  strove  to  manifest  her  love  to  God. 

“Her  religion  was  by  no  means  confined  to  the  Sabbath  and  the  sanctuary, 
“ but  it  was  her  constant  and  well-loved  companion.  Early  in  life  she  was  im- 
“ pressed  with  the  importance  of  life’s  great  duties  and  with  her  need  of  the 
“ Savior’s  instruction  and  aid  in  the  proper  discharge  of  them,  but  so  fearful  was 
“ she  of  self-deception,  so  humble  and  self-distrustful  in  her  piety, that  she  could 
“ not  for  many  years  venture  to  partake  of  those  sacred  emblems  which  so 
“ beautifully  commemorate  our  Savior’s  love  for  his  disciples,  and  publicly  to 
“ profess  her  attachment  to  His  cause. 

“ In  1886,  together  with  her  eldest  daughter,  she  joined  the  Presbyterian 
“ church  in  Jordan,  N.  Y.,  then  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Kev.  Mr.Thacher,  and 
“ for  twenty  years  adorned  her  profession  by  a consistent  and  successful  life. 
“ By  successive  removals  to  Lexington,  Ky.,  to  Battle  Creek,  Michigan,  and  to 
“ this  city, she  was  thrown  into  the  midst  of  new  circles  of  acquaintances  whom, 
“ by  a ready  sympathy  and  that  kindness  of  heart  which  evinced  itself  in  all  her 
“ intercourse,  she  speedily  converted  into  friends,  and  to  them  she  manifested 
“ her  love  for  the  Savior,  not  by  frequent  and  loud  protestations,  but  by  a con- 
“ stant  exhibition  of  the  spirit  of  religion  in  her  intercourse. 

“ Her  piety  was  unobtrusive,  but  it  was  the  moving-spring  of  all  her  actions — 
“ it  was  humble  and  self-distrustful — but  it  was  constant  as  a perennial  spring  in 
“ its  flow,  and  as  fruitful  as  the  river’s  banks  in  the  flowers  that  adorn  life’s 
“ pathway. 

“ For  the  last  six  years  of  her  life,  debility  and  suffering  were  her  constant 
“ companions,  yet  she  was  always  ready  in  self-forgetfulness  to  become 
“ acquainted  with,  and  if  able,  to  relieve  the  sufferings  of  those  around  her. 

“ A tender  wife,  an  affectionate  mother,  a faithful  friend,  she  made  her  home 
! “ always  cheerful  and  happy, adorning  it  with  the  graces  of  a Christian  character, 

“ and  making  it  attractive  by  the  warmth  of  Christian  affection. 
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‘‘  The  closing  scenes  of  her  life  were  painful  in  the  extreme.  Deprived  of  the 
“ power  of  speech,  she  could  not  converse  with  the  friends  by  her  side,  or  send 
“ messages  to  the  absent.  But  her  life  has  given  them  an  index  to  her  char- 
“ acter,  and  they  needed  no  other  assurance  of  her  acceptance  by  the  Savior. 
“ It  had  been  Christ  for  her  to  live,  it  was  gain  for  her  to  die.” 

“ Blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord.” 

“ Yea,  saith  the  spirit,  for  they  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works 
“do  follow  them.” 

“Upon  the  monument  erected  to  her  memory,  are  the  appropriate  words, 
“like  a prophecy  of  the  actual  fact, 

“Her  children  shall  arise  and  call  her  blessed.” 


BVcIttssicT;  family 

of  Scotch  origin,  settled  first  in  Maine,  from  which  place  they 
removed  to  Jordan  in  1818.  Since  then  the  name  has  never 
been  absent  from  the  list  of  Jordan  inhabitants  ; but  the  family 
have  always  been  identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  village. 
The  original  settlers  here  (Moses  and  Abigail  Stuart,  his  wife) 
were  Free  Will  Baptists,  pious  and  godly  people.  Of  the  family 
now  living  the  following  have  been  members  of  this  church,  and 
dismissed  to  sister  churches  on  their  removal  from  Jordan  : Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stuart  McKissick,  now  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  of  which  Mr.  McKissick  is  Deacon, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aaron  McKissick,  now  of  the  Central  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Auburn,  FT.  Y.  The  following  are  resident 
and  active  members  : Mr.  James  McKissick  and  wTife,  with 

their  children,  Charles  and  his  wife,  Belle  and  Norman. 
Others  we  hope  wrill  soon  take  the  all-important  step  of  decision 
for  Christ.  Mrs.  Nancy  Blakeslie,  sister  of  James,  with  her 
husband,  Arza  Blakeslie,  and  daughter,  Miss  Cordelia 
Blakeslie.  (Mrs.  Blakeslie  is  one  of  the  original  members.) 

Moses — Died  before  the  church  was  organized,  July  31, 1823, 
and  was  buried  Aug.  2d,  in  the  burial  ground  opposite  Mr. 
Peter  Yoorhes’  farm,  being  carried  there  on  a bier  by  changes  of 
bearers.  There  was  no  hearse  in  Jordan  so  early  as  that.  “ He 
died  the  death  of  the  righteous.” 
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Abigail  Stuart — His  wife,  of  precious  memory,  died  in 
February,  1837,  and  was  laid  with  her  husband,  who  had  “ gone 
before  ” her  fourteen  years. 

Abigail  Smith — Daughter  of  Moses  and  Abigail  S.,  died 
August,  1875,  aged  45  years.  She  lived  and  died  in  the  Faith 
of  the  Lord  Jesus. 

James  Stuart — Son  of  James  and  Susan  McKissick,  died 
February  9,  1876,  of  a severe  struggle  with  that  fell  disease,  con- 
sumption. It  was  hard  for  him  to  yield  to  the  call,  and  hard  for 
his  parents  and  friends  to  give  him  up.  He  died  in  the  Faith  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  at  the  age  of  31  years,  leaving  a widow  and 
one  little  girl.  His  widow  is  still  a member  of  this  church. 

“ There  is  a world  above, 

Where  parting  is  unknown  ; 

A whole  eternity  of  love 

Formed  for  the  good  alone ; 

And  Faith  beholds  the  dying  here 

Translated  to  that  happier  sphere.” 

Ijttlia  A.  Ilovton, 

first  wife  of  Stuart  McKissick,  now  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  was  one 
of  the  earliest,  most  earnest  and  devoted  members  of  our  church. 
She  died  August  22,  1813,  in  the  32d  year  of  her  age. 

“ Hot  lost  but  gone  before.” 

©ttarles  Xoxxis 

was  born  in  Hartford,  Oneida  county,  N.  Y .,  March  12,  1789. 
Died  in  Quincy,  Illinois,  August  9,  1875,  in  the  87th  year  of  his 
age.  He  was  a genial,  genuine,  consistent  Christian,  an  active 
anti-slavery  man,  and  especially  interested  in  Sabbath  school 
work.  He  came  to  Jordan  about  1830,  and  remained  a very 
useful  member  of  the  church  till  his  removal  to  the  West,  on  the 
decease  of  his  wife.  He  was  clerk  of  Trustees  and  Society  col- 
lector in  1838.  All  his  family  united  with  our  church — Henry, 
Charles  and  Cornelia.  Many  of  his  old  Sabbath  school  scholars 
will  remember  a favorite  exercise  of  his,  “ Spell  4 Good  Boy?  ” 
He  left  Jordan  universally  esteemed.  Of  his  life  afterwards,  the 
following  letter,  received  from  his  pastor,  will  best  speak : 
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“ Study  of  Union  Congregational  Church,  ) 

“ Quincy,  Illinois,  December  29,  1876.  ] 

“ Rev.  J.  Edward  Close , 

“ Jordan , N.  Y., 

“ Dear  Sir  — I am  very  happy  in  being  able  to  give  some 
“ reminiscences  of  our  late  esteemed  friend,  Mr.  Charles  Morris,  whose  face  is 
“ by  me  in  a speaking  picture  on  my  study  wall.  It  was  my  privilege  to  know 
“ him  intimately  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and  to  enter  heartily  into  his 
‘ ‘ schemes  for  the  Master’s  service.  Though  very  feeble,  he  was  yet  able  to  be 
“ very  active  in  his  favorite  work  among  the  children,  and  his  great  age  seemed 
“ rather  to  have  concentrated  his  mind  upon  the  grand  object  of  saving  souls, 
“ sifting  out  all  matters  less  than  that. 

“ ‘ Father  Morris  ’ had  gathered  the  first  Sunday  school  of  colored  children 
‘ ‘ in  Quincy,  calmly  bearing  the  obloquy  of  such  a mission  in  this  city,  which 
• * was  separated  from  a Slave  state  only  by  the  Mississippi  river — and  not  at  all 
“ separated  in  its  prejudices.  From  this  beginning  grew  the  large  colored 
“ churches  that  are  now  strong  and  active  in  this  city,  and  the  great  improve- 
“ ment  in  the  moral  tone  of  that  people.  Till  he  was  finally  confined  to  the 
“ house  by  his  last  sickness,  the  white  head  (like  ‘a  crown  of  glory’)  and  the 
“ loving  face  of  the  good  man  were  always  seen  in  one  of  the  colored  Sunday 
“ schools,  and  in  one  of  their  weekly  prayer  meetings. 

“ Every  little  child,  white  and  black,  seemed  to  know  him,  and  I was  very 
“ often  touched  by  the  sweetness  of  his  greeting  to  them,  as  we  would  be  walk- 
“ ing  along  the  street  together.  Every  day,  in  his  cheery  way,  he  would  meet 
“ me  with  his  greeting,  ‘Happy  on  the  journey  and  when  he  was  in  my  study, 
“ where  I was  glad  that  he  seemed  to  love  to  come,  he  appeared  to  have  lost  the 
“ tie  that  bound  him  to  earth-cares,  and  to  be  reaching  on  to  the  life  before 
“ him  —holding  earth  only  as  it  was  represented  by  his  friends,  whom  he  dearly 
“ loved,  and  by  the  children  of  his  Sunday  schools. 

“ The  third  chapter  of  John  was  his  especial  delight,  and  he  read  it  very 
“ often,  and  talked  of  it  to  me  with  the  utmost  enthusiasm.  ‘ How  can  any  one 
“read  it,’  he  would  say,  ‘and  keep  from  the  new  birth  in  Jesus  ?’  Giving  a 
“ Testament,  one  day,  to  a poor  woman  on  whom  we  called  together,  and  whom 
“ he  had  been  helping  financially,  he  said,  ‘ I have  carried  that  Testament  a good 
“ many  years.  It  is  old,  but  there  have  been  a good  many  prayers  over  it. 
“ You  will  find  it  opening  easiest  to  the  third  chapter  of  John.  Read  that , if 
“ you  don’t  read  anything  else.  Read  it  as  I have,  and  it  will  do  you  the 
“ good  it  has  done  me.”  Then,  turning  to  me,  he  said,  ‘ "ilou  know  I always 
“ want  them  to  read  that  chapter.  If  they  get 'that,  they  get  it  all.’  It  made 
“ me  think  of  the  good  old  John  himself,  who,  when  the  younger  disciples 
“ expostulated  with  him  for  saying  over  and  over  again,  ‘ Little  children,  love 
“ each  other,’  replied,  ‘ It  is  the  whole  law  !’ 

“ When  at  last  Father  Morris  died,  it  seemed  to  be  only  the  natural  going  to 
“ God  of  a life  that  had  really  been  with  Him  for  a long  time,  and  that  was 
“ ripe  for  that  exaltation.  As  for  the  few  last  weeks  he  sat  in  his  chair  power- 
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‘ ‘ less  to  move  or  to  speak,  I used  to  say  over  to  myself  those  lines  which  he 
“ illustrated  : 

“ 1 Only  waiting  til]  the  shadows 
Are  a little  longer  grown ; 

Only  waiting  till  the  glimmer 
Of  the  day’s  last  beam  is  flown  ; 

Then  from  out  the  gathering  darkness 
Holy,  deathless  stars  shall  rise, 

By  whose  light  my  soul  shall  gladly 
Tread  its  pathway  to  the  skies.’ 

“ So  died  (if  death  it  is)  this  good  old  man,  and.  the  colored  children  of  the 
“ Sunday  schools  wept  over  his  grave.  Of  him  we  say,  as  Motley  of  William 
“ of  Orange,  4 When  he  died,  little  children  cried  in  the  streets.’  He  has  left 
“ to  us  and  to  you,  as  to  his  family,  a precious  legacy  of  holy  love  and  of 
“ effectual  prayer.  Affectionately,  your  Brother, 

“ Edward  Anderson,  Pastor.” 

Well  may  a beloved  daughter  write  of  such  an  one,  “ He  left 
“ a richer  legacy  than  silver  or  gold  in  a consistent  Christian  life.” 
His  wife, 


‘Sctsu  WLOXXXS, 

was  one  of  the  family  of  Coltons,  of  Onondaga,  N.  Y.,  where 
she  was  born  June  15,  1794.  She  was  married  to  Charles  Mor- 
ris at  Pompey  Hill,  December  29,  1813,  and  after  forty-six  years 
of  happy  life  with  him  and  an  excellent  family,  passed  on  before 
him.  July  14,  1859,  sixteen  years  in  advance  of  his  departure. 
She  died  at  Springville,  Erie  county,  N.  Y.  She  was  a worthy 
member  of  our  church  for  seventeen  years  during  her  residence 
here. 

“ No,  no,  it  is  not  dying, 

Heaven’s  citizen  to  be  ; 

A crown  immortal  wearing, 

And  rest  unbroken  sharing, 

From  care  and  conflict  free  !” 

M&rxxvi  pt*  ^oxtou. 

Born  in  Suffield,  Connecticut,  July  5,  1799.  Died  at  Jackson, 
Michigan,  June  18,  1847,  aged  48  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Louisa  Wainwright,  of  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts, 
February  9,  1825.  The  family  removed  to  Jordan  in  1827, 
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where  Mr.  Norton  erected  a frilling  mill,  on  the  site  of  Garrison 
& Taylor’s  present  bedstead  factory,  where  he  carried  on  busi- 
ness many  years.  He  was  an  active  supporter  of  the  earliest 
religious  meetings  and  enterprises ; joined  the  church  at  its 
organization  ; was  clerk  of  the  first  Board  of  Trustees  in  1829, 
and  for  many  years  filled,  witli  honor  and  efficiency,  the  position 
of  Trustee  ; was  elected  and  ordained  Deacon  of  the  church  in 
1832,  and  filled  the  office  faithfully  until  death.  He  was  a man 
of  firm  principle  and  faithful  life.  He  was  ardently  attached  to 
Presbyterianism,  and  his  interests  were  bound  up  in  our  church 
and  Society.  Mrs.  Norton  was  as  faithful  an  Episcopalian,  in 
which  denominational  faith  her  seven  daughters  were  trained  and 
are  now  steadfast. 

As  long  as  Jordan  Presbyterian  church  exists,  or  is  remem- 
bered, Mr.  Norton,  with  his  coadjutors  and  kindred  spirits,  Dag- 
gett and  Greene,  will  be  identified  with  her  history  and  reminis- 
cences. He  died  while  on  a visit  to  Jackson,  Michigan,  leaving 
a widow  who  died  about  a year  ago.  Miss  Caroline  Norton  is 
the  only  one  of  the  family  now  resident  in  Jordan.  She  resides 
in  the  homestead  on  the  Point. 

“ His  toils  are  past ; his  labors  done  ; 

And  he  is  fully  blest : 

He  fought  the  fight,  the  victory  won, 

And  entered  into  rest. 

‘ 4 Then  let  our  sorrows  cease  to  flow — 

God  Has  recalled  his  own  ; 

And  let  our  hearts,  in  every  woe, 

Still  say,  ‘Thy  will  be  done.’  ” 

gtie  ©Its  ffamilij 

came  from  Massachusetts  to  this  State  quite  early,  and  were 
among  the  pioneers  of  Onondaga  county.  Among  their  ances- 
tors is  James  Otis  of  Revolutionary  renown.  In  1761,  when 
King  George  made  a desperate  attempt  to  enforce  his  odious 
Importation  Act  of  1733  upon  the  colonies,  he  was  one  who 
stoutly  resisted,  by  word  and  deed,  the  unjust  imposition.  In 
Ridpath’s  new  History  of  the  United  States,  mention  is  thus 
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made  of  him:  “James  Otis,  an  able  and  temperate  man, 

“ pleaded  eloquently  for  colonial  rights,  and  denounced  the  par- 
66  liamentary  acts  as  unconstitutional.  The  address  was  a mas- 
“ terly  defense  of  the  people,  and  produced  a profound  sensation 
“ throughout  the  colonies.” 

The  Jordan  Otises  settled  here  in  1816.  They  came  from 
Fabius  to  Elbridge  in  1812,  and  from  Elbridge  to  this  village. 
The  family  have  always  been  active  supporters  of  the  church, 
and  a goodly  number  are  now  in  fellowship  with  us.  Those  now 
connected  with  the  church  and  congregation  are  : Mrs.  Herod 
Otis  and  her  family  ; Isaac  C.,  who  is  one  of  the  present  Board 
of  Trustees  ; Sara,  Elinor  and  Lavinia  (Mrs.  Dauchy). 

Isaac  Otis — Grandfather  of  I.  0.  Otis,  was  born  September 
19,  1768.  Died  in  Jordan  September  3,  1854,  aged  86  years. 
He  became  a member  of  the  church  soon  after  its  organization, 
and  continued  so  until  his  decease.  At  the  time  the  church  ex- 
tended a call  to  the  Rev.  Washington  Thacher,  he  rode  on  horse- 
back to  Onondaga  to  present  and  urge  the  same.  As  stated  in 
the  church  history,  he  gave  two  parsonages  to  the  Society,  and 
always  liberally  supported  the  enterprises  of  the  church.  When 
his  mind  failed,  through  age  and  infirmity,  he  remembered  his 
Bible  and  his  Savior,  and  would  respond  to  mention  of  them 
before  that  of  other  concerns.  His  last  intelligent  utterance  was 
a glad  recognition  of  a favorite  Scriptural  passage  and  response 
thereto.  He  was  buried  in  Jordan  cemetery  September  5,  1854, 
the  funeral  services  being  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Iminer  N. 
Crittenden,  his  discourse  being  founded  on  Numbers  xxiii,  10  : 
“ Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous 

“ Safe  in  the  home  of  Jesus , safe  from  corroding  care  ; 

Safe  from  the  world's  temptations,  sin  cannot  vex  him  there. 

Free  from  the  blight  of  sorrow , free  from  all  doubts  and  fears, 

Ended  are  all  his  trials,  and  ‘ wiped  away'  his  tears." 

Herod  Otis — Born  in  Fabius,  Onondaga  county,  August  12, 
1804.  Died  in  Jordan,  November  7,  1875,  aged  71  years.  In 
1828,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sara  Coonley,  of 
Coeymans,  Albany  county,  a descendant  of  a family  of  Quakers 
of  that  name.  She  is  one  of  the  few  original  members  trans- 
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ferred  from  Elbridge  church  who  are  now  living.  In  early  life 
Mr.  Otis  united  with  this  church.  u For  nearly  half  a century 
“ his  home  was  the  resort  of  the  clergy,  and  they  were  ever  wei- 
“ come  to  its  hospitality.  He  was  decidedly  a home  man.  His 
“ life  was  chiefly  spent  in  the  bosom  of  his  family.  He  was  uni- 
“ verbally  esteemed  for  uncompromising  integrity  to  truth  and 
“ honesty.”  He  was  buried  in  the  family  vault  in  Jordan  ceme- 
tery, his  funeral  being  largely  attended.  The  Rev.  Alfred  P. 
Botsford,  of  Port  Jervis,  and  J.  Edward  Close,  pastor  of  this 
church,  officiated. 

Orpha  Otis — (See  obituaries  of  “ The  McClure  Family.) 

Alpha  Otis — Daughter  of  Isaac  Otis,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Fabius, 
January  2,  1801,  and  died  February  13,  1836,  aged  35  years. 
She  has  “ gone  up  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  washed  her 
“ robes  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.” 

Olive  (Mrs.  Remson) — Daughter  of  Isaac  Otis,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  Fabius,  May  10,  1806.  Died  in  Cazenovia,  June  14,  1869. 
In  the  autumn  of  1832  she  was  married  to  John  S.  Remson, 
Esq.,  a native  of  Cazenovia,  but  then  residing  in  Montgomery, 
Alabama.  Removing  thence  to  Mobile,  New  Orleans,  and  thence 
to  Cazenovia.  Mrs.  Remson  w'as  an  early  member  of  this 
church,  active  and  exemplary  here.  She  was  much  beloved 
wherever  she  resided.  In  Cazenovia,  where  her  last  days  were 
spent,  she  will  be  long  remembered  by  a large  circle  of  friends  ; 
an  active  member  of  the  church  there,  and  constant  attendant 
upon  the  prayer  meetings.  She  was  one  of  “ the  excellent  of 
the  earth.” 

The  only  other  survivor  of  this  family,  who  was  also  a mem- 
ber of  this  church,  is  Mrs.  Sayles,  of  Clyde. 

The  name  of  Otis  will  always  be  honorably  identified  with  the 
interests  of  this  village,  and  especially  of  the  Presbyterian 
church. 

Jemm  Pit  tips. 

Born  in  1848.  Died  in  Jordan,  October  8,  1873,  aged  25 
years.  While  we  recall  our  aged  friends  who  have  passed  away, 
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whose  memories  are  fragrant  and  inspiring,  we  would  think  ten-  * 
derly  and  lovingly  of  younger  members.  Let  them  group  around 
this  one.  We  copy  her  obituary  from  the  Jordan  Transcript  of 
October  16,  1873  : 

“ PHELPS. — In  this  village,  on  Wednesday,  October  8,  Jennie  Phelps, 

granddaughter  of  Silas  Mann,  in  the  25th  year  of.  her  age. 

“ Last  Friday  afternoon  we  met  at  the  Presbyterian  church  to  pay  the  last 
“ token  of  love  and  respect  to  her  memory.  She  had  for  a long  time  been  suffer- 
“ ing  from  consumption,  and  of  late  it  was  noticed  by  her  friends  that  she  grew 
“ weaker  day  by  day,  till  on  Wednesday  evening  her  ‘ tired  nature  sank  to  that 
“ long  repose  which  knows  no  waking  here.  ’ Her  years  among  us  were  few,  and  to 
“ those  outside  the  circle  of  her  immediate  acquaintance  they  may  have  attracted 
“ no  attention.  Yet  the  home  and  social  circle  knew  how  greatly  they  were 
“ enriched  by  her  honest  and  holy  efforts,  and  feel  that  a pleasant  and  happy 
**  Christian  spirit  has  gone.  She  was  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and 
“ Sabbath  school,  and  the  tokens  of  their  love  for  her  were  manifested  by  the 
“ floral  offerings  so  abundantly  displayed  at  her  funeral.  In  the  Sunday  school, 

“ last  .Sabbath,  the  following  was  adopted  as  their  expression  of  sympathy  : 

“ ‘ As  it  has  been  the  will  of  “ Our  Father  in  Heaven”  to  remove  from  us 
“ one  of  our  number — Miss  Jennie  Phelps,  one  who,  while  in  health,  was  in 
“ regular  attendance  at  our  Sunday  school,  and  one  who  made  manifest  her 
“ interest  for  its  welfare — we,  the  members  of  this  Sabbath  school,  wish  to 
“ offer  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  those  who  miss  her  daily  presence.  We,  too, 

“ shall  miss  her.’  ” 

Her  esteemed  grandparents,  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Mann,  also  her 
aunt,  Martha  Mann,  are  with  us  to-day — friends  and  fellow- 
workers  in  the  cause  she  loved,  and  of  like  good  report  among  us. 


ffWelia  % facfe, 

wife  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Pack,  was  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the 
church,  which  she  joined  at  14  years  of  age.  She  was  an  active 
worker  in  the  church,  especially  attentive  in  arranging  sociables, 
donations  and  other  parties,  and  an  efficient  helper  in  the  early 
Sewing  Societies.  After  six  years’  sickness  she  died  of  con- 
sumption, September  30,  1872,  aged  53  years,  having  been  a 
member  of  the  church  for  nearly  forty  years.  Of  six  children, 
only  two  survive — Charles,  who  is  now  in  the  postoffice,  and  his 
brother,  living  in  the  west.  Two  died  quite  young— one  at  three 
and  the  other  at  live  years  of  age— of  scarlet  fever.  The  only 
daughter,  Frances  K.,  died  November  13,  1853,  of  consumption, 
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4 of  which  disease  also  died  .Roselle,  December  27,  1875,  aged 
31  years.  The  family  have  always  been  constant  attendants  at  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  W.  M.  Pack,  who  has  lived  in  Jordan 
over  sixty  years,  is  yet  a regular  worshipper  with  us. 

jiaraucl  foms 

died  December  25,  1831,  aged  53  years. 


%zfxt  ^oxocxs, 

his  wife,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  church,  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1787,  and  died  in  Irving,  Barry  co.,  Mich.,  Feb- 
maiy  17,  18  <4,  at  the  residence  of  her  son.  The  Powers  family, 
with  which  she  was  connected  by  marriage,  were  amons;  the 
earliest  settlers  in  Jordan  ; and  several  of  the  family  have  been 
connected  with  the  church,  but  they  have  all  removed  or  are 
deceased.  Mrs.  Caroline  Daggett,  one  of  our  present  members, 
married  one  of  the  Powers  family  for  her  first  husband. 

The  following  obituary  of  Lefie  Powers  appeared  in  the  Irving 
paper  the  week  following  her  decease : 


“GONE  TO  BEST.” 

, “°n  ®uud*y  last  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Lefie  Powers,  familiarly  known  as 
Grandma  Powers,’  of  Irving,  were  followed  to  their  last  resting  place  by  a 
large  concourse  of  friends  and  relatives  of  the  deceased. 

, ‘7 3h®  had  been  *or  «ome  time  helpless  and  her  death  was  looked  for  by  all 
4 ^h°  kn6^  kGr  aS  hkely  to  occur  at  any  moment.  She  is  one  of  the  few  that 
. haVe  rrd  aT  7 °Ut  thG  t0lture  °f  disease’  she  ba^^g  no  pain  or  sick- 

, ZnL  of  hef life"1  Ting  °Ut  °f  the  PhySiCal  GnergieS  and  Vitality  until  «*• 
< rest  M p ’ af  y Were’  were  run’  and  slie  sank  to  a quiet  and  peaceful 
rest  Mrs.  Powers  life  was  an  exemplary  one  from  childhood,  and  through 

, ^er  IZ  tTzn  7 "7  “ the  le—  taught  her  by 

‘The  fa"t  ten  vear  Ty!"  ^ ^ °f  Massachusetts  in  which  she  was  born. 
The  last  ten  years  of  her  life  were  passed  with  her  son,  who  has  (with  the 

. hef sf 6 famifly)d°ne  a11  in  their  power  to  make  the  last  years  of 

. Ld  p led  awav  le  ^ °f  her  death  85  years  a*d  11  -onL  old, 

passed  away  leaving  the  assurance  that  she  was  prepared  for  eternity.” 

“ A Shock  of  Corn  Fully  Bipe  ” 


St.  %.  'gmmxz, 

FeW  tl'U'gh‘ei  Cllarles  and  Sarah  Powers,  died  in  Jordan 
ebruary  15,  1842,  aged  24  years.  “ Seldom  has  death  removed 
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“ one  more  generally  beloved  or  more  sincerely  mourned.  The 
“ parents  are  bereft  of  a dutiful  daughter  ; the  brother,  of  a de- 
<£  voted  sister  ; and  friends,  of  one  who  was  6 constant  and  true.’ 
“ But  though  deeply  afflicted,  we  have  the  unspeakable  consola- 
“ tion  of  knowing  that  she  was  fully  prepared  for  the  great  and 
“ final  change,  and  that  death  was  to  her  a passport  to  a blessed 
“ immortality.”* 

WUllxztm  Ipctotrxts 

was  an  early  member  and  active  supporter  of  our  Society.  He 
was  Trustee,  Collector  and  Clerk  in  1834  and  onward ; and  in 
1854  was  elected  and  ordained  elder — which  office  he  filled  until 
his  death  in  November,  1859.  His  wife,  son  and  daughter  were 
also  connected  witli  us.  The  two  former  are  now  residing  in 
St.  Louis.  They  are  remembered  and  respected  by  a large  circle 
of  friends.  Of  Mr.  Richards’  decease,  the  brief  but  significant 
record  by  his  pastor,  Mr.  Dunning,  upon  the  books  he  had  him- 
self kept  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  runs  thus  : “ November, 

“ 1859,  William  Richards,  an  Elder,  and  Clerk  of  the  Session, 
“ was  removed  by  death.  He  died  in  the  triumphs  of  faith, 
“ relying  safely  on  Jesus  P 

%\xt  Mzvms  ffamiljj. 

i. 

There  were  two  families  of  this  name,  from  which  members 
who  had  joined  the  Elbridge  church  were  transferred  to  this  at 
its  organization.  Thomas  Stevens,  our  oldest  male  member  of 
the  church  now  living,  belongs  to  one  of  these  ; Mrs.  Wagner  is 
a descendant  of  the  other.  The  former  removed  to  Elbrido-e 
from  Salem  and  Hebron,  Washington  county,  and  of  them  the 
following  have  been  members  of  the  church,  and  are  deceased  : 

John  Stevens —Brother  of  Thomas,  died  September  10,  1833, 
aged  38  years.  He  was  transferred  from  Elbridge  church  at  the 
organization  of  this,  and  remained  a consistent  and  exemplary 
Christian  till  his  death.  His  wife, 


*From  an  obituary  sketch  by  her  pastor,  Rev.  Washington  Thacher. 
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Eleanor  Steyens — Has  already  been  referred  to  in  “ The 
Carson  Family  ” obituaries. 

Eliza  Clark  Stevens — First  wife  of  Thomas  Stevens,  came 
here  from  Skaneateles  in  1832,  and  was  a consistent  and  earnest 
member  until  her  death,  September  23,  1848.  Her  funeral  dis- 
course was  delivered  by  Dr.  Mattoon,  of  Elbridge.  She  was 
“ ready  to  depart  and  bet  with  Christ.”  She  was  the  mother  of 
tive  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Edmund  B.  fell  a 
victim  to  the  war.  He  died  at  Winchester  hospital,  in  Virginia, 
1864,  aged  22  years.  Sarah  (wife  of  Henry  Daggett,  now  re- 
siding in  Brookfield,  Missouri — both  members  till  their  removal 
thence)  and  Washington  Thacher  (named  after  the  first  settled 
pastor  of  the  church)  survive.  The  latter  is  one  of  our  present 
Board  of  Trustees.  His  father,  Mr.  Thomas  Stevens,  has  filled 
that  position  for  many  terms,  and  has  always  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  sustaining  the  interests  of  the  church. 

’SXxz  Stearns  ffamiljj. 

ii. 

Matilda  Stevens — Wife  of  Robert  Stevens,  came  originally 
from  Massachusetts.  She  was  born  in  Deerfield,  in  1787,  and 
died  in  Jordan,  April  13,  1858.  The  following  is  copied  from 
the  Jordan  Transcript  of  April  15  : 

“ Died — In  this  village,  on  the  13th  instant,  Mrs  Matilda  Stevens,  aged  71 
“ years.  Funeral  service  this  afternoon,  at  the  Presbyterian  church. 

“ Mrs.  S.  was  boro  in  Deerfield,  and  in  early  life  emigrated  to  this  town.  She 
“ has  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  many  years — first  in  Elbridge, 

“ and  then  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  church  in  this  village.  She  was 
“ a consistent  follower  of  Christ ; she  loved  the  house  of  God  and  place  of 
“ prayer,  and  would  make  great  sacrifices  to  attend.  She  was  favored  with  a 
“ calm  and  unhesitating  assurance  of  the  rest  of  Heaven  through  her  Redeemer, 

“ and  one  of  her  last  dying  utterances  was,  ‘All  is  well then,  closing  her  eyes, 

“ she  quietly  passed  away.” 

“ ‘So  fades  a summer  cloud  away  ; 

So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are  o’er  ; 

So  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day ; 

So  dies  a wave  along  the  shore.’  ” 


OUR  CHURCH  AND  HER  INTERESTS. 


Ill 


Her  children  call  her  blessed,  for  she  taught  them  in  the  way 
of  life.  Of  these,  Augustus,  Alonzo,  Charles,  George,  Ann  and 
Caroline  have  united  with  us.  Mrs.  Wagner  remains  here.  The 
others  are  residing  elsewhere,  except 

Charles  A.  Stephens — Who  died  in  Jordan,  April  8,  1850, 
after  an  illness  of  thirty  hours,  at  the  age  of  22  years.  Of  his 
death,  the  Jordan  Tribune  of  April  24,  1850,  says: 

“ Amiable,  talented  and  pious,  he  had  secured  a large  place  in  the  affections 
“ of  this  community,  and  his  removal  will  long  be  mourned  by  a large  circle, 
“ whose  tears  flow  in  sympathy  with  the  bereaved  mother  and  family.” 

Among  other  resolutions  of  respect  and  sympathy,  the  follow- 
ing by  the  Jordan  Lyceum,  of  which  he  was  a member,  indicates 
the  high  regard  in  which  lie  was  held : 

“ Resolved , That  in  the  sudden  and  unlooked-for  death  of  Charles  A.  Stevens, 
“ the  members  of  the  Jordan  Lyceum  have  been  deprived  of  a literary  brother, 
“ an  ornament  of  their  social  circle,  and  a friend  endeared  by  the  many  virtues 
“ that  insured  him  the  respect  of  numerous  friends  and  a large  circle  of 
“ acquaintances.” 


%.  §UxckmeIl  Mbtijonet*. 

Born  August  23,  1844.  Hied  August  13,  1864.  Was  one  of 
the  brave  boys  who  fell  in  the  cause  of  the  Union.  He  was  a 
member  of  our  church,  and  “a  good  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ.” 

i'lic  ISlarri  ffamity 

are  of  Scotch  descent  and  have  been  connected  with  this  village 
from  about  1820.  The  members  of  the  family,  now  resident  in 
Jordan,  and  connected  with  the  church,  are  Jane,  widow  of 
Archibald  Ward  (formerly  Carson),  her  son,  Deacon  * Thomas  C. 
Ward  (with  his  wife  Jane  Ward),  and  her  daughter  Mrs. 
Pamela  Barnes.  The  following,  who  have  been  members  of 
our  church,  are  deceased : 

Archibald  Ward — Son  of  John  Ward,  born  February  28, 
1795,  and  died  June  19,  1850.  John  Ward  served  in  the  war 
of  the  revolution.  His  sen  (the  subject  of  this  obituary)  in  the 
war  of  1812.  He  became  a member  of  this  church  in  1833,  and 
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from  that  time  to  his  death,  was  enabled,  by  divine  grace  and 
personal  fidelity,  to  honor  his  profession  by  a godly  walk  and 
conversation.  He  was  extensively  known  and  universally 
esteemed  for  his  kind  and  Christian  deportment,  his  noble  and 
generous  principles.  His  last  words  were  those  of  kind  advice 
and  Christian  admonition  to  his  children.  He  died  of  disease  of 
the  heart,  at  the  same  place,  on  the  same  day,  and  but  thirty 
minutes  after  that  of  his  beloved  daughter,  whose  obituary  fol- 
lows. The  funeral  of  the  father  and  daughter  took  place  at  the 
same  time,  attended  by  a large  concourse  of  friends  and  relatives. 
It  was  a sad  and  touching  scene  of  sorrow,  lit  up,  nevertheless, 
with  a bright  and  beautiful  hope. 

Mary  K.  Baldwin — daughter  of  Archibald  and  Jane  Ward, 
and  wife  of  David  B.  Baldwin,  died  on  Wednesday,  June  19, 
1850,  aged  28  years,  of  consumption. 

u Mrs.  B.  by  her  sweet  and  gentle  manners,  her  kindness  and 
“ affection,  was  endeared  to  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  her,  and 
“ severe  indeed  is  the  wound  inflicted  upon  the  hearts  of  relatives 
“ and  friends  who  grieve  over  her  removal  from  them.  Her 
“ sufferings  were  protracted  and  severe,  yet,  never  through  her 
“ whole  sickness,  did  the  slightest  mu rmer  escape  her  lips.  With 
“ Christian  patience  and  resignation  she  awaited  the  pleasure  of 
“ her  heavenly  Father,  in  whom  she  trusted  while  in  health. 
“ Her  mind  was  calm  and  peaceful,  her  confidence  in  God 
“ unshaken;  and  while  those  who  so  deeply  mourn  her  loss,  sor- 
“ row  for  her  absence,  they  have  the  best  assurance  and  conso- 
“ lation  left  them,  that  if  they  walk  in  the  path  where  she  has 
“ walked,  there  will,  by  and  by,  be  a happy  re-union  with  her 
“ in  that  blessed  land  where  parting  and  sorrow  shall  never 
“ be  known.” 

Only  two  days  before,  June  IV,  1850,  Mrs.  Baldwin  lost  her 
babe,  nine  months  old,  Edward  A.  Baldwin.  He  died  of  dropsy 
on  the  brain. 

“ There  is  no  flock,  however  watched  and  tended, 

But  one  dead  lamb  is  there ! 

There  is  no  fireside,  howsoe’er  defended, 

But  has  one  vacant  chair! 
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“ The  air  is  full  of  farewells  to  the  dying, 

And  mournings  for  the  dead ; 

The  heart  of  Rachel,  for  her  children  crying, 

Will  not  be  comforted. 

“ Let  us  be  patient ! These  severe  afflictions, 

Not  from  the  ground  arise, 

But  often-times  celestial  benedictions 
Assume  this  dark  disguise. 

“ There  is  no  Death!  what  seems  so  is  transition: 

This  life  of  mortal  breath 
Is  but  a suburb  of  the  life  elysian, 

Whose  portal  we  call  Death. 

“We  will  be  patient,  and  assuage  the  feeling 
We  may  not  wholly  stay  ; 

By  silence  sanctifying,  not  concealing 
The  grief  that  must  have  way.” 

“ The  last  enemy  that  shall  be  destroyed  is  Death  !” 

“ And  there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow  nor 

CRYING,  NEITHER  SHALL  THERE  BE  ANY  MOKE  PAIN  ; FOR  THE 
FORMER  THINGS  ARE  PASSED  AWAY.” 

“ Wherefore  comfort  one  another  with  these  words.” 


faeries  from  or  ©ouccntiug 


yorrafr  JIEimsffrs  note  Eibing. 
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2teu.  (George  SBIaruev, 

now  of  Canaan,  Columbia  county,  N.  Y.,  supplied  this  pulpit  in 
1831  and  1832,  and  as  he  was  for  a number  of  years  pastor  of  the 
Weedsport  Presbyterian  church,  his  relations  with  this  church 
have  been  frequent  and  friendly.  On  leaving  here  he  went  to 
Ohio  ; was  called  thence  to  Weedsport  ; left  there  in  1842  ; was 
recalled  to  Weedsport  in  1850,  and  continued  pastor  there  for 
ten  years.  He  is  now  76  years  of  age,  actively  and  earnestly  en- 
gaged in  the  Master’s  service  yet,  regularly  supplying  two  village 
churches.  From  his  letter  of  greeting,  we  extract  the  following  : 

“ Those  five  months,  from  November  12,  1831,  to  April  19,  1832,  were  not 
“ spent  in  vain.  I enjoyed  them  ; I think  the  people  enjoyed  them  ; and, 
“ although  I cannot  furnish  statistical  results,  my  conviction  is,  that  the  Lord 
“ added  to  the  church  some  of  such  as  were  to  be  saved.”  * * * 

“ My  intercourse  with  the  good  people  of  Jordan  (while  I was  located  at 
“ Weedsport)  was  frequent,  and  always  delightful.  On  the  19th  of  October, 
“ 1858,  it  was  my  pleasant  duty  to  moderate  and  preach  at  that  meeting  of 
“ your  Society  that  made  out  the  call  for  Rev.  Richard  Dunning,  and  at  the 
“ time  of  his  installation,  a few  days  after,  to  give  him  the  charge,  according  to 
“ presbyterial  usage  on  such  occasions.  With  this  brother  (now  in  glory,  I 
‘ ‘ trust)  it  was  my  privilege  to  exchange  frequently  during  his  pastorate,  and  to 
“ be  with  him  and  his  people  during  some  seasons  of  special  interest  and  effort. 
“ But  my  last  service,  if  I mistake  not,  was  on  Sabbath,  August  10,  1862,  a few 
“ weeks  before  entering  upon  my  mission  in  Western  Colorado.”  * * 

“ Praying  that  the  good-will  of  Him  who  dwelt  in  the  Bush  may  rest  upon 
“ and  abide  with  you,  I am,  dear  Brother, 

“ Sincerely  and  affectionately  yours, 

“ GEO.  W.  WARNER.” 


118 


OUR  CHURCH  AND  HER  INTERESTS. 


§Uxl  2j0tm  (&&wzx t. 

supplied  the  church  for  one  year  immediately  preceding  Mr. 
Thacher’s  call.  After  leaving  Jordan  he  spent  six  months  in 
Auburn  Seminary ; then  preached  three  years  in  Smithville  and 
North  Adams,  Jefferson  county,  N.  Y. ; four  years  in  Black 
River  Literary  and  Religious  Institute,  Watertown,  N.  Y.; 
seven  years  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  ten  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  eight  in 
Terre  Haute,  Indiana.  In  all  the  last-named  places  he  founded 
seminaries  of  learning.  He  was  also  actively  engaged  in  build- 
ing an  institution  of  learning  for  the  Michigan  Synod  at  Kala- 
mazoo. Mr.  Covert  has  been,  under  God,  the  instrument  of 
accomplishing  much  good,  and  leading  many  souls  to  Christ. 
He  is  now  residing  at  1281  Indiana  avenue,  Chicago,  111. 

Hmittugtou  ggraati, 

now  of  Triangle,  Broome  co.,  N.  Y.,  succeeded  Rev.  W.  Thaeher, 
and  was  stated  supply  of  this  church  from  November,  1841,  to 
March,  1843.  He  was  a son  of  William  Lyman,  D.  D.,  and  was 
born  in  East  Haddarn,  Conn.,  April  25,  1803.  Converted  in 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  during  the  winter  of  1831-32,  at  revival  meetings 
conducted  by  Dr.  Lansing,  assisted. bv  Dr.  Kirk;  he  soon  after 
abandoned  mercantile  life  and  entered  Lane  Seminary,  being  one 
of  the  first  class  formed  there  for  the  study  of  theology.  He 
and  several  other  young  men,  who  had  already  been  before  the 
public,  were  graciously  voted  into  the  class,  not  as  having 
received  a collegiate  training,  but  as  exceptional  cases  : the 
phraseology  used  in  their  matriculation  was,  “ On  the  score  of 
general  attainments.”  Under  the  instruction  of  Drs.  Beecher, 
Stowe,  Briggs  and  Morgan,  the  class  flourished.  At  the  end  of 
two  years  the  anti-slavery  movement  broke  up  the  class.  The  step 
which  brought  the  class  into  temporary  notoriety  was  taken,  not  on 
account  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  institution  or  its  venerated  pro- 
fessors, but  because  the  authorities  above  had  “ transferred  them 
“ (as  one  of  them  puts  it)  from  the  government  of  men  whom 
“ they  knew  and  loved  to  the  hog  and  lumber  dealers  of  Cin- 
“ cinnati,  whom  they  did  not  know  and  of  whom  they  doubted. 
“ The  remarkable  enactment  which  frightened  them  away  being 
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“ in  these  words  : ‘The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Trustees 
“ shall  have  power  to  dismiss  any  student  when  they  shall  think  it 
“ necessary  so  to  do’ — they  having  reason  to  suppose  that  they 
“ would  ‘think  it  necessary  so  to  do’  to  any  anti-slavery  student 
“ who  had  any  influence.”  Many  of  the  fragments  surviving 
this  dispersion  (one  of  which  was  Mr.  Lyman)  formed  the  first 
class  at  Oberlin,  under  Mr.  Finney,  Professor  of  Theology,  of 
world-wide  reputation.  After  graduation  and  licensure  in  1836, 
Mr.  Lyman  was  called  to  a church  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  He  has 
successively  ministered  in  Arcade,  Warsaw,  Palmyra,  Jordan, 
and  Truxton,  all  in  New  York.  In  1845  he  went  as  Home 
Missionary  to  Wisconsin,  gathering  out  of  the  Presbyter- 
ians and  Congregationalists  of  the  county  of  Sheboygan 
enough  to  organize  a church  of  fifteen  members.  The  place 
where  it  was  organized  is  now  a flourishing  city.  The  church 
I has  been  divided  again  and  again  until  from  it  have  sprung  five 
or  more  of  the  Presbyterian  churches  of  that  county.  After  ten 
years  in  Sheboygan,  he  was  engaged  as  financial  agent  of  Beloit 
college — afterwards  settled  at  Johnstown,  Bock  Prairie,  Wiscon- 
sin. Of  his  missionary  experince  he  says:  “ In  my  missionary 

“ life  I have  seen  the  wonders  of  the  Lord  like  them  that  go 
“ down  to  the  deep  and  do  business  upon  the  great  waters.  One 
“ winter  I was  sustained  as  mysteriously  and  by  means  as  unex- 
“ pected  as  was  Elijah  when  fed  by  the  sparrows.  Providence  in 
“ his  favor  was  not  a whit  more  surprising  than  in  mine.” 

From  the  west  he  returned  to  Marathon,  N.  Y.,  laboring  there 
from  1860  to  1872,  removing  thence  to  Triangle,  Broome  county, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  now  resides  and  continues  the  service  in  which 
he  has  grown  aged. 


3-  % lltfsfotA 

followed  the  Bev.  Aaron  Judson  (Mr.  Lyman’s  successor)  as 
stated  supply  from  1848  to  1849.  When  last  heard  from  Mr. 
Hosford  was  President  of  a college  in  the  west.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Bev.  Calvin  Waterbury  (deceased). 
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recently  called  from  the  Presidency  of  Union  College,  Schenec- 
tady, to  the  Chair  of  Theology  in  Auburn  Seminary,  com- 
menced his  ministerial  labors  here,  being  supply  during  the  ill- 
ness of  Rev.  C.  Waterbury,  and  for  one  year  subsequent  to  his 
removal  from  Jordan,  viz.:  from  June,  1851,  to  1852. 

W e extract  from  his  letter  of  greeting : 


“ Rev.  J.  Edward  Close, 


“ Union  College, 

“ Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  4,  1876. 


} 


“ Dear  Bkothek : — Your  note  revives  pleasant  memories  of  the 
“ time  which  I spent  in  Jordan.  * * * With  especial  pleasure  do  I remem- 

“ ber  the  church  and  people  of  Jordan.  That  was  the  place  of  my  earliest 
“ work  in  the  sacred  ministry.  There  was  my  earliest  professional  love,  as  a 
“ provisional  pastor,  tender,  ardent,  hopeful.  The  church  was  warmly 
“ responsive.  The  official  board,  mindful  of  my  youth,  were  helpful  with 
“ kindest  counsel,  and  were  courageous  and  constant  in  my  support.  The  days, 
“ as  they  passed  rapidly  by,  were  days  not  only  of  peace,  but  of  prosperity. 
“ The  Word  of  God  grew  and  multiplied.  Divine  blessings  cheered  us  in  our 
work  ; a precious  revival  quickened  the  church,  and  added  to  its  members, 
“ especially  from  the  young  of  the  congregation.  * * Barnes,  and  Hough, 

“ and  Richards,  and  Chadwick,  and  Carson,  and  McDougal,  and  Botsford,  and 
“ other  Christian  men  and  ‘noble  women  not  a few,’  I recall  so  vividly,  some  of 
“ whom  are  not : for  God  hath  taken  them,  and  they  have  entered  upon  ‘the 

“ recompense  of  reward.’  * * * I send  my  Christian  salutation,  and  invoke 

“ upon  you  a heavenly  benediction. 

‘ ‘ Sincerely,  your  Brother  in  Christ, 

“ RANSOM  B.  WELCH.” 


%mxatx  (tivittm&m, 

now  of  Meadville,  Mich.,  was  pastor  from  1852-5.  During  his 
ministry,  thirty  were  added  to  the  church.  He  writes  from 

“ Meadvtlle,  December  2,  1876. 

“ To  the  Members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  and  Congregation  of 
‘‘  Jordan , N.  Y., 

“ Beloved  : — Having  returned  only  a few  weeks  since  from  the  East, 
“ it  would  be  quite  out  of  the  question  for  me  to  be  present  at  your  Centennial 
“ Reunion.  It  would  afford  me,  however,  the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  again, 
“ after  so  many  years  of  separation,  the  dear  people  of  the  Jordan  church  and 
“ congregation.  When  I call  to  mind  my  three  years’  labor  with  you,  and  the 
“ score  or  more  who  united  with  the  church  during  that  period,  I find  my  heart 
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“ inclining  towards  you  with  more  than  ordinary  warmth  of  affection.  I trust 
“ your  history  has  been  marked  with  prosperity,  and  that  you,  as  has  been  in 
“ my  own  experience,  have  passed  through  many  more  precious  seasons  of 
“ revivals  ; and  further,  I hope  the  present  finds  you  all  full  of  faith  and  trust, 
“ and  largely  prosperous.  No  doubt  the  changes  by  death  and  removal  have 
‘ ‘ altered  the  complexion  of  your  church  and  congregation  ; still,  your  existence 
“as  a church,  with  a pastor,  is  evidence  that  G-od  has  been  with  you,  and 
“ blessed  and  prospered  you — which  may  He  continue  to  dc?  in  all  the  future. 

“ With  these  few  hastily  written  expressions  of  regard,  I remain 

“ Yours,  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ, 

“ I.  N.  CRITTENDEN.” 

Hhur.  2lobevt  ^xoctov, 

stated  supply  of  this  church,  from  September,  1863-4,  now  at 
Freeport,  111.,  sends  us  a cordial  and  lengthy  epistle  of  reminis- 
cence and  greeting,  which  we  much  regret  our  means  and  space 
forbid  our  copying  in  full.  Referring  to  the  reconstruction  of 
the  church,  during  his  supply,  he  proceeds  : 

“ By  the  next  time  I shall  have  the  pleasure  of  passing  through  Jordan,  I hope 
“ also  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  that  you  have  aspired  to  remodel  the  spire , 
“ and  thus  make  the  external  beauty  of  the  building  correspond  with  the  inter- 
“ nal.  Spiritually  we  are  taught  that  the  internal  is  the  most  important  and 
“ essential.  This,  in  the  building,  you  have  attended  to.  The  external  will 
“ receive  due  attention,  no  doubt,  when  it  is  convenient.  The  many  kind  friends 
“ we  met  while  among  you  have  made  the  remembrance  of  our  brief  service 
“ there  a pleasure,  and  Mrs.  Proctor  often  mentions  the  fact  in  our  conversation. 
“ The  hundred  dollars  you  entrusted  to  my  hands,  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit, 
“ toward  the  erection  of  a church  in  McComb,  Mississippi,  was  expended  in  the 
“ erection  of  a church  there,  about  the  size  and  beauty  of  your  own,  for  which 
‘ ‘ the  recipients  express  much  gratitude. 

“ I remember  that  during  my  sojourn  with  you,  Jordan  was  visited  by  a 
“ destructive  fire,  which  at  one  time  threatened  nearly  all  the  town.  It  com- 
“ menced  in  Mr.  Newall’s  grain  elevator  and  storehouse,  and  all  the  stores  in 
“ that  part  of  the  town  to  the  main  street  were  destroyed.  The  Munroe  Block, 
“ on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  was  saved  only  by  the  most  persistent 
efforts  of  a few  persons — Mr.  Orcutt,  myself  and  others,  going  on  the  roof 
“ with  water  and  extinguishing  the  fire  as  it  took  in  the  shingles  frequently. 
“ At  that  time  I took  fire  myself,  and  had  to  be  ‘put  out,’  which  was  done 
“ by  Mr.  Orcutt’s  efforts.  And  now,  again,  I learn  that  you  have  been  vis- 
“ ited  with  a Centennial  fire,  equally  destructive.  The  losers  and  sufferers  have 
“ my  sympathies  and  good  wishes.  May  none  of  you  fail  to  be  warned  of 
“ the  final  conflagration.  *****  * 

“ Finally,  brethren,  it  is  my  wish  and  prayer  that  the  days  to  come  may  be 
“ better  than  the  past — better  in  the  men  that  shall  be  called  to  minister  unto 
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“ you  in  holy  things  ; better  in  the  lives  of  the  members  ; better  in  the  larger 
“ ingathering  of  souls  into  the  Master’s  kingdom  ; and  better  in  the  greatly 
“ increasing  numbers  of  those  who  shall  from  your  church  ascend  to  the  joys 
“ of  the  church  triumphant  before.the  throne.  Be  afraid  of  nothing  but  sin. 

“Affectionately,  your  friend  and  brother, 

“ROBERT  PROCTOR.” 

% 

»eu.  H.  ©.  HclUs. 

now  of  Gowanda  (Presbytery  of  Buffalo),  N.  Y.,  began  ministe- 
rial life  in  Jordan.  Graduating  from  Auburn  Seminary  in  1865, 
he  was  installed  over  this  church,  where  he  labored  successfully 
two  and  a half  years.  From  this  church  he  removed  to  Dryden, 
N.  Y.,  thence  to  his  present  charge.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nellis  are 
held  in  high  regard  by  those  who  knew  them  in  Jordan  and 
vicinity.  He  was  succeeded  by 

•SUv.  ©grits  f$X.  S’evvg, 

who  is  now  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  of  Southwick, 
Mass.  From  a cordial  letter  of  salutation  and  greetings  received 
December  6,  1876,  we  extract  the  following: 

“ If  I may  be  permitted,  from  this  distance,  to  offer  a word  of  exhortation,  it 
“ shall  consist  simply  in  reminding  you  of  the  authoritative  word  of  Jehovah, 
“ when  he  bade  his  servant  Moses  to  4 speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  that 
* ‘ they  go  forward.  ’ Forward  is  the  watchword  of  the  hour,  with  this  genera- 
“ tion,  in  worldly  things  ; and  shall  it  be  said  that  the  children  of  this  world 
“ are  wiser  than  the  children  of  light  ? Let  it  not  be  so  ! Having  spent  four 
“ years  with  you  as  your  pastor,  I am  not  only  personally  interested  in  the  vari- 
“ ous  members  of  the  church,  I am  also,  and  specially  solicitous,  that  the 
“ candlestick  of  the  Lord  should  not  be  removed  out  of  its  place,  and  that  your 
44  Presbyterian  Zion  should  not  fail  to  be  more  and  more,  from  a spiritual  point 
“ of  view,  as  a light  in  the  world,  and  as  salt  that  shall  hot  lose  its  savor.  I 
4‘  recall  with  pleasure  my  stay  with  you.  I shall  ever  cherish,  with  grateful 
“Recollection,  the  Christian  friends  whom  it  was  my  privilege  first  to  meet,  and 
“ who  co-operated  with  me  so  well  in  the  work  which  was  given  us  mutually  to 
44  do  * * * * * * * * * * 

4 4 The  Lord  bless  thee , and  keep  thee;  the  Lord  make  His  face  to  shine  upon 
44  thee  and  be  gracious  unto  thee;  the  Lord  lift  up  His  countenance  upon  thee 
44  and  give  thee  peace.” 

“Yours,  in  Christian  fellowship, 

“CYRUS  M.  PERRY.” 
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Thus  saith  the  Lord  : ‘ Stand  ye  in  the,  ways,  and  see, 

AND  ASK  FOR  THE  OLD  PATHS,  WHERE  IS  THE  GOOD  WAY, 
‘AND  WALK  THEREIN,  AND  YE  SHALL  FIND  REST  FOR  YOUR 

souls.’  ” — Jeremiah  vi.,  16. 
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“ Thus  saith  the  Lord  : 4 Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see,  and 

ASK  FOE  THE  OLD  PATHS  WHEEE  IS  THE  GOOD  WAY,  AND  WALK 

THEREIN,  AND  YE  SHALL  FIND  BEST  FOE  YOUR  SOULS.’  ” Jere- 

miah vi.,  16. 

Although  in  many  respects,  it  may  be,  our  condition  as  a 
church  and  people  differs  greatly  from  that  of  the  Israelites 
when  Jeremiah  uttered  these  words,  yet  the  sentiment  and 
admonition  the}’  contain  are  seasonable  and  suitable  for  the 
times  and  circumstances  in  which  we  live. 

They  furnish  a theme  for  our  consideration,  this  morning, 
which  will  prove,  I trust,  a fitting  and  profitable  sequel  to  the 
Memorial  services  which  have  so  happily  engaged  our  interest 
during  the  week  past. 

It  has  been,  and  is,  my  most  earnest  desire  and  endeavor  to 
revive  in  my  own  heart  and  life,  as  well  as  in  the  hearts  and 
lives  of  all  associated  with  me  here,  a holy  enthusiasm  and  devo- 
tion in  all  our  church  enterprises,  and  in  the  discharge  of  all 
those  solemn  and  sacred  duties  which  devolve  upon  us  as  indi- 
vidual Christians. 

In  reviewing  the  past,  my  own  heart  has  been  warmed  and 
encouraged  not  a little  with  the  assurance,  that  spite  of  some 
failures  and  shortcomings — spite  of  some  mistaken  and  misguided 
policies  and  practices  of  the  past  (the  result,  as  one  good  brother 
puts  it,  44  of  the  church  trying  to  lead  herself”) — this  Vine  (evi- 
dently of  God’s  own  planting,  and  which  He  has  now  and  again 
visited  with  His  especial  favor,)  has  not  been — is  not  now — bar- 
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ren  of  all  fruitfulness.  The  stock  is  yet  alive  ; there  is  yet  sap 
in  the  branches ; and  if  the  vine-dressers  will  dig  about  the  vine, 
and  cultivate  and  cherish  it  with  assiduous  culture  and  care,,  we 
shall  certainly  see  a more  flourishing  growth,  and  a more  abund- 
ant fruitage  unto  God. 

The  candlestick  has  not  yet  been  removed  out  of  its  place. 
Its  light  yet  shines — not,  it  is  true,  as  brightly  as  we  desire  or  as 
the  Master  would  have  it  shine ; but  (thank  God  !)  it  begins  to 
burn  with  a brighter,  steadier  glow  ; and  now,  if  we  will  only 
reburnish  the  candlestick,  repolish  the  reflectors,  and  feed  and 
nourish  the  sacred  flame,  we  shall  assuredly  see  the  righteousness 
of  this  Zion  “ go  forth  as  brightness,  and  her  salvation  as  a lamp 
“ that  burneth  !”  The  Master  says,  u Be  watchful  and  strengthen 
“ the  things  that  remain.” 

“ Let  all  your  lamps  be  bright, 

And  trim  the  golden  flame  ; 

Gird  up  your  loins  as  in  His  sight, 

For  awful  is  His  name.” 

When  we  remember  that  forty-seven  years  ago,  on  the  2d  of 
July  last,  this  church  consisted  of  only  eighteen  members  (eight 
men  and  ten  women),  and  that  now  its  membership  is  tive  times 
that  number,  surely  we  are  able,  by  dependence  on  the  Divine 
blessing,  and  strict  fidelity  to  our  individual  charge,  to  “raise  the 
gospel  banner  from  the  dust”  of  neglect  and  indifference ; and 
see  to  it,  that  its  crimson  folds  wave  triumphantly  over  an 
extended  church,  and  an  added  number  of  souls  redeemed — 
redeemed  through  the  instrumentality  of  faithful,  earnest  exem- 
plification of  “ the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus”  in  the  lives  of  each  of 
us,  His  pledged  disciples. 

The  purpose  of  our  Memorial  was  not  only  that  hallowed 
memories  might  be  revived  ; not  only  that  we  might  be  reminded 
of,  and  rejoice  in,  tender  and  touching  associations  of  friends, 
and  years,  and  scenes  gone  by ; but  also  that  our  courage  and 
confidence,  our  prayers  and  resolves,  might  be  rekindled  and 
re-inspired  for  the  duties  of  the  present  and  the  demands  of  the 
future. 


OUR  CHURCH  AND  HER  INTERESTS. 


127 


The  rolling  on  of  the  years  from  the  past  to  the  present,  accu- 
mulating memories  and  experiences  interesting,  instructive  and 
profitable  to  ns  all,  has  multiplied  the  reasons  for  renewed  activ- 
ity, on  the  part  of  those  who  remain  in  the  service  of  our 
fathers’  God — in  the  interests  of  His  church — in  the  gospel  of 
His  Son.  The  vista  of  the  past  was  never  so  long — our  obliga- 
tion in  view  of  achievements  and  benefits  secured  to  us  therein 
was  never  so  weighty — as  it  is  to-day.  Time  never  carried  such 
a burden  of  events  on  his  shoulders.  History  never  held  in  her 
storehouse  so  many  treasures  of  knowledge  and  experience  gath- 
ered from  fields  already  reaped,  or  held  in  her  hands  so  many 
seeds  for  future  flowering  and  fruitage.  God  has  never  been 
more  manifestly  working  around  us.  Men  have  never  been  more 
busy.  There  have  never  been  so  many  “ways”  of  men  to  see. 
Hever  have  questions  more  numerous,  more  varied,  more  vital, 
stirred  men’s  minds  than  in  the  experience  of  the  present — root- 
questions  affecting  every  sphere  of  human  life,  social,  political, 
industrial,  moral  and  religious.  There  have  never  come  to 
Christians  more  numerous  or  urgent  calls,  from  all  quarters,  for 
the  fervent  exercise  of  all  their  powers  ; for  the  faithful  discharge 
of  all  their  duties  ; for  consistent  continuance  in  the  principles 
and  practices  of  the  Christian  religion  Depend  upon  it,  breth- 
ren, we  shall  do  well  at  this  juncture  of  our  history,  in  times 
when 'intrigues  and  assaults  are  being  plotted  and  prosecuted 
upon  the  citadel  of  Christian  truth — upon  the  faith  and  polity  of 
our  most  sacred  and  valuable  institutions  as  a people — to  heed 
the  injunction  of  the  Lord,  through  His  prophet : “ Thus  saith 

“ the  Lord  : ‘ Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see  ; and  ask  for  the 
“ old  paths , where  is  the  good  way , and  walk  therein , and  ye. 
“ shall  find  rest  for  your  souls  /” 

Evidently  the  time  when  Jeremiah  received  this  message  from 
the  Lord  to  deliver  to  Israel,  was  a time  of  spiritual  dearth  and 
decline,  wdien  pastors  and  people  were  alike  in  need  of  genuine, 
gracious  revival  ; a time  when  the  people  said  to  the  prophets, 

“ Prophesy  unto  us  smooth  things!”  and  the  prophets,  caring 
more  for  popularity  than  for  the  Divine  approval,  pandered  to 
the  clamor  of  their  hearers,  so  that  God  said  of  them,  “ They 
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“ have  healed,  also,  the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  my  people 
“ slightly,  saying,  Peace,  peace,  when  there  is  no  peace  !” — 
a time  when  their  religion  consisted  more  in  form  than  in  fact — 
in  profession  than  practice — in  creed  than  conduct ; a time  when 
many  of  the  Israelites  had  departed  from  the  safe  and  narrow 
way  of  the  Divine  worship  and  service  into  devious  and  dubious 
ways  of  indifference  or  idolatry,  drifting  into  habits  and  practices 
of  life  which  deadened  their  interest  in,  and  rubbed  off  their 
relish  for,  the  words  and  ways  of  the  Lord  ; a time  when  many 
declined  from  the  exalted  and  earnest  labor  and  enjoyment  of 
by  gone  days,  into  ways  of  selfish  indulgence  and  worldly  pleas- 
ure, to  the  neglect  of  private  and  public  religious  duties,  or  to 
their  perfunctory  and  lifeless  observance.  They  needed  to  be 
arrested  and  aroused.  Then  God’s  call  bade  them  pull  up  in 
their  heedless  haste,  and  ponder  well  the  path  of  their  feet. 
“ Thus  saith  the  Lord  God : ‘Stand  ye  in  the  ways,  and  see ; 
“ and  ask  for  the  old  paths,  where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk 
“ therein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.” 

As  I remarked  before,  the  condition  of  Israel  at  that  time 
may  not  answer,  in  every  particular,  to  your  condition  as  a 
church  and  people  to-day.  I do  not  apprehend  that  with  us 
there  is  any  dearth  and  decline  deep-seated  and  extensive  as 
with  them — that  there  has  been  or  is  now,  such  wholesale 
departure  or  deviation  from  the  words  and  ways  of  the  Lord, 
though  He  knows , and  we  feel  that  our  works  have  not  been 
perfect  before  Dim,  or  our  Christian  course  worthy  so  high  and 
holy  a vocation.  And  yet,  brethren,  does  not  the  fact  that  for 
so  long  a time  in  our  history,  we  have  been  un visited  with  a deep, 
genuine,  general  work  of  grace,  indicate  a lack  of  spiritual  vital- 
ity and  vigor,  in  view  of  which  it  is  our  wisdom,  our  privilege, 
our  duty,  by  earnest  search  and  effort  to  revive  our  own  and 
others’  interest  in  the  work  of  God  ? If  among  us  there  should 
be  one  or  more  backsliders  ; if  only  one  or  more  of  us  here  to- 
day are  conscious  of  declination  from  the  ways  of  God  and  the 
service  of  our  Redeemer,  there  is  sufficient  argument  to  make 
this  a seasonable  message  to  us — “Stand ye  in  the  ways  and  see, 
and  ask  for  the  old  paths , where  is  the  good  way,  and  walk 
therein , and  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.” 
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The  text  suggests  three  things  for  our  consideration  : 

I.  Survey  of  the  paths  we  are  pursuing. 

“ Stand  ye  in  the  ways  and  see  /” 

II.  Selection  and  pursuit  of  the  ‘good  way.’ 

“ Ask  for  the  old  jpaths , where  is  the  good  way  and  walk 
therein. 

III.  The  promise  and  reward  associated  with  such  a selec- 

tion AND  PURSUIT. 

“ And  ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls  ” 

1.  Consider  the  injunction  of  the  text,  “Stand  ye  in  the 

WAYS  AND  SEE,”  AS  A CALL  TO  SURVEY  AND  CONSIDER  THE  WAYS  WE 
ARE  PURSUING. 

The  picture  presented  in  the  text,  is  that  of  a company  of 
travelers,  diverted  from  the  course  they  should  be  pursuing,  by 
deception,  delusion  or  delinquency.  Suddenly  arrested,  they  are 
admonished  “to  stand  in  the  ways  and  see” — to  consider  what 
place  they  desire  to  reach,  and  assure  themselves  whether  or  no 
they  are  in  the  road  that  leads  to  it.  They  are  advised  as  far  as 
possible  to  retrace  the  steps  unwisely  taken,  to  recover  ground 
lost  by  former  indiscretion  or  folly,  and  to  renew,  with  redoubled 
energy  and  zeal,  their  pursuit  of  those  “ old  paths  where  is  the 
good  way.” 

The  measure  in  which  our  attention  and  affection  have  been 
diverted  from  the  pursuit  of  the  purposes  for  which,  by  covenant 
vows,  we  are  banded  together  as  a church  and  society — is  the 
measure  in  which  the  call  applies  to  us.  The  extent  to  which 
our  fervor  and  fidelity  in  Christ’s  cause  have  been  supplanted  by 
formality  and  faint-heartedness,  is  the  extent  of  our  need  of  the 
appeal.  It  is  recorded  in  Old  Testament  history  that  during  the 
weak  and  wicked  rule  of  Ahaz,  King  of  Israel,  Solomon’s  beau- 
tiful temple  was  despoiled  of  many  treasures,  and  the  worship 
and  service  of  God  suffered  to  decline  in  vitality  and  magnifi- 
cence. Among  other  things  it  is  said  that  Ahaz  removed  the 
magnificent  brazen  sea  (in  which  a vast  quantity  of  water  was 
kept  for  use  in  the  temple  service)  from  its  original  costly  pedes- 
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tals  and  placed  meaner  supports  in  their  room.  (A  miserable 
expedient  to  replenish  the  coffers  of  the  King.)  “ And  King 
A haz  took  down  the  sea  from  off  the  brazen  oxen  that  were 
under  it  and  put  it  ujpoyi  a jpavemxnt  of  stones .” 

It  happens  sometimes  in  the  management  of  church  enterprise 
and  individual  life  that  inferior  expedients  such  as  these  are  re- 
sorted to,  to  lessen  the  exercise  of  energy  or  limit  the  flow  of 
Christian  benevolence.  We  easily  accommodate  ourselves  to  an 
inferior  standard  of  Christian  living  and  labor.  We  come  to 
think  that  less  prayer,  less  watchfulness,  less  trouble,  less  diligent 
use  of  the  means  of  grace,  less  expenditure  of  talent  and  time  and 
money  in  Christian  worship  and  service,  will  do,  and  so  in  our 
experience  we  practically  do  what  Ahaz  did — we  take  down  the 
old  historic  sea  and  place  it  upon  “ a pavement  of  stones  ! ” 
Thus,  church  life,  and  Christian  profession,  decline  in  power  and 
diminish  in  influence.  It  is  easy  to  slide  down  hill  ! 

As  a church  and  as  individuals  we  need  to  “stand  in  the  ways 
and  see,”  to  survey  and  consider  the  course  we  are  pursuing,  to 
make  sure  that  our  energies  and  enterprises  are  so  directed  as  to 
meet  divine  approval  and  accomplish  the  desired  results. 

Are  we  as  a church  moving  “onward,  upward,  Heavenward  ?” 
Is  our  course  powerful,  prosperous,  progressive  in  the  work  of 
saving  souls  and  building  up  Christian  character?  Are  we 
adopting  means  and  measures,  pursuing  plans  and  pathways,  that 
shall  conduce  to  these  high  and  holy  ends  of  Christian  profession 
and  church  fellowship  ? 

Are  our  sympathies  and  services,  our  hearts  and  hands,  united 
in  direct  and  determined  purpose  of  securing,  under  divine  guid- 
ance and  blessing,  the  prosperity  of  our  church  ? 

To  assure  ourselves  on  these  points  we  will  do  wisely  to 
“ stand  and  see,”  to  “look  well  to  our  goings,'9  to  “ponder  the  path 
of  our  feet,”  to  enquire  the  tendency  of  our  life  and  influence; 
that  we  may  escape  the  experience  and  destiny  of  those  who 
“remove  the  ancient  land  marks” — forsaking  the  old  and  tried 
paths — to  wander  in  “the  way  of  darkness,”  for  “ there  is  a way 
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that  seemeth  right  unto  a man , but  the  end  thereof  are  the 
ways  of  death” 

If  we  would  ustand  in  the  ways  and  seef  in  the  sense 
of  the  passage,  we  must  ponder  the  past  with  a view  to 
profit ; survey  the  present  to  detect  and  amend  errors,  and  probe 
the  future  with  an  eye  and  endeavor  for  the  progressive  develop- 
ment of  the  Redeemer’s  Kingdom  in  our  own  hearts  and  homes  ; 
in  the  church  of  our  choice,  and  in  the  community  where  God  in 
his  providence  has  called  us  to  live  and  labor  for  Him.  We  are 
not  to  be  careless,  willful  or  reckless  wanderers  in  ways  of  our 
own  choice,  irrespective  of  the  commands  of  God,  the  claims  of 
the  church  and  the  calls  of  the  community.  We  are  to  consider 
our  ways  and  choose  a course  in  which  all  the  duties  and  demands 
of  a Christian’s  calling  and  surroundings  shall  be  fairly  and  fully 
and  cheerfully  Responded  to  ; we  are  to  be  observant,  wakeful, 
vigilant,  on  the  alert  to  discern  the  signs,  detect  the  dangers, 
discharge  the  duties  of  the  hour.  We  are  to  have  “ eyes  behind  ” 
to  read  the  lessons  of  the  past,  report  them  to  memory  and  reap 
their  harvest  of  impetus  and  inspiration — “ eyes  before  ” to  scan 
the  opening  future,  to  perceive  our  relation  to  its  prosperity  (our 
power  to  promote  or  prevent  it),  to  catch  sight  of  the  inviting 
look  and  beckoning  hand  of  our  Master  bidding  us  u press  for- 
ward toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  our  high  calling  of 
God  in  Christ  Jesus  ! 

No  man  can  afford  to  be  indifferent  as  to  the  paths  he  is  pur- 
suing. It  is  a critical  question  for  every  life  whether  professing 
Christ  or  not. 

“ Whither  tending,  canst  thon  tell? 

Up  to  heaven  or  down  to  hell  ? ” 

Especially  is  this  important  when  we  remember  that  “ we 
must  all  appear  at  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  the  deeds  done  in  the  body  whether  they  be  good  or 
evil;  ” and  that  as  we  move  down  the  irretraceable  stream  of 
time,  the  past  pursues  us  to  the  judgment  and  will  confront  us  at 
the  dread  tribunal  as  soon  as  we  shall  there  arrive  ! 

The  Christian  who  has  “ put  his  hands  to  the  plow”  of  Christian 
service  needs  to  remember  what  the  Master  says  : “ If  any  man 
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draw  back  my  soul  shall  have  no  jpleasare  in  him”  and  “ stand 
in  the  ways  and  see  ! ” Moreover,  he  should  watch  for  oc- 
casions, that  he  may  seize  them  ; for  opportunities,  that  he  may 
embrace  them  ; for  friendly  influences,  that  he  may  yield  to  them  ; 
for  adverse  powers,  that  he  may  resist  them  ; for  temptations, 
that  he  may  not  be  overcome  of  them  ; for  the  hour  of  prayer, 
that  lie  may  pray  ; for  God’s  call  and  spirit,  that  they  may  be 
received  and  obeyed.  So  should  we  survey  and  consider  our 
ways,  be  awake  and  watchful,  girded  and  ready  for  effectual  and 
honorable  service  in  “ The  good  old  way.”  “ So  stand  fast  in 
“ the  Faith,  my  dearly  beloved,”  for  “ Thus  saith  the  Lord  God  : 
“ 4 Stand  ye  in  the  ways  and  see  and  ask  for  the  old  paths  where 
44  is  the  good  way,  and  walk  therein,  and  ye  shall  find  rest  for 
44  your  souls  ! ’ ” 

2.  Again,  the  text  enjoins  selection  and  pursuit  of  the 
good  way  : 44  Ask  for  the  old  paths  where  is  the  good  way 

AND  WALK  THEREIN,  AND  YE  SHALL  FIND  REST  FOR  TOUR  SOULS  ! ” 

The  numerous  and  varied  paths  of  life  from  which  men  make 
choice,  and  the  possibility  of  our  selecting  a course  which  shall 
not  merely  be  unwise  and  injurious  to  our  influeuce,  but  posi- 
tively ruinous  to  our  characters  and  souls,  urges  with  solemn 
and  weighty  emphasis  the  importance  of  choosing  the  wisest  and 
best  way  of  life  and  labor.  44  Ask  for  the  old  paths  where  is  the 
44  good  way  and  walk  therein  ! ” 

In  the  choice  of  a course  of  life  the  experience  of  the  past  is 
not  to  be  despised.  The  wise,  right  and  good  way  is  to  be 
sought  for  among  the  old  paths  traversed  by  the  ancient  worthies. 
The  different  courses  of  life  taken  by  men  in  all  ages  may  be 
classified  under  two  denominations — Ways  of  the  Divine  Will 
and  Government , and  Ways  of  Self-will  and  Self-government. 

The  one  set  of  paths  constitutes  “the  highway  of  holiness” 
leading  to  happiness  and  eternal  life.  The  other  set  of  paths 
constitutes  “the  way  of  trangression,  which  is  hard,”  and 
“leadeth  to  destruction  !”  They  are  both  old  ways,  traversed  by 
men  in  all  ages.  The  former  is  “the  good  old  way,”  in  which 
the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  walk  “with  everlasting  joy  upon  their 
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heads,”  and  “find  rest  for  their  souls.”  The  latter  the  way  of 
the  wicked,  in  which  the  unregenerate  travel,  with  condemnation 
hanging  over  them,  and  unrest  in  their  souls.  “There  is  no 
peace,  saitli  my  God,  to  the  wicked  !” 

True,  there  are  many  old  theories,  customs,  habits  of  form,  and 
expression,  and  method,  of  religions  work  and  service,  which  it 
would  be  neither  wise  nor  pleasant  nor  profitable  to  revive. 

They  have  been  judiciously  and  profitably  discarded.  The 
text  does  not  call  upon  us  to  resurrect  and  restore  antiquated 
customs  and  policies  which  deservedly  received  burial  long  ago 
as  past  use  It  does  call,  however,  for  a return  to  the  truths 
and  principles  and  practices  which  have  ever  distinguished  “the 
good  old  way”  of  the  text  as  the  only  safe,  pleasant,  peaceful 
way  of  living,  on  the  part  of  all  those  who  may  have  entirely  or 
partially  forsaken  them. 

‘ ; ’Tis  the  good  old  way  our  fathers  trod, 

’Tis  the  way  of  peace  and  it  leadeth  unto  God  !” 

“ Ask  for  the  old  paths  where  is  the  good  way  and  walk 
therein  /” 

Our  fathers  had  a simpler,  sublimer,  steadier,  stronger  faith  in 
God  than  many  of  us  possess.  They  entertained  a profounder 
reverence  and  regard  for  the  word  of  God,  the  Christian  Sabbath, 
the  appointments  of  the  sanctuary,  and  the  services  of  the  church, 
than  many  of  their  children  entertain. 

It  was  “their  way,”  and  a wise  and  good  one.  They  had  a 
spirit  and  a zeal  which  we,  their  children,  would  do  well  to  covet 
and  copy.  Without  admiring  or  attempting  to  imitate  their 
idiosyncracies  or  imperfections,  we  would  do  well  to  think  of  our 
worthy  sires,  who  walked  uprightly  “the  good  old  way,”  to  pon- 
der the  simplicity  of  their  faith,  the  fidelity  of  their  service,  the 
consistency  of  their  characters,  and  to  reproduce  them  in  our  lives. 

With  variations  and  diversities  of  form,  custom  and  ceremony 
in  the  conduct  of  Christian  worship  and  service,  there  has  never 
been  any  change  in  the  essential  principles  and  conditions  upon 
which  a life  and  character  accept  able  to  God  and  blessedly 
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influential  among  men  could  be  constructed.  Faith  in  Christ, 
fidelity  to  Christian  principles,  prayer  to  God,  and  “patient  con- 
tinuance in  well  doing,”  are  the  chief  features  of  that  “good 
way,”  concerning  which  we  are  all  admonished  by  the  memories 
of  the  past,  by  the  example  of  our  fathers,  by  the  “Thus  saith 
the  Lord  God”  “to  walk  therein.” 

A simple  creed,  a clear  conscience,  a consistent  character,  a 
consecrated  life,  can  alone  be  found  and  experienced  in  “the 
good  old  way  !”  Ask  for  the  old  paths  where  is  the  good  way, 
and  walk  therein  ! 

3.  Lastly,  look  at  the  promise  and  reward  associated  with 

WALKING  “the  GOOD  OLD  WAY.” 

The  promise  has  a direct  bearing  upon  the  prosperity,  of  the 
church  and  the  individual  Christian. 

“ Ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls” 

This  rest  for  the  soul  is  found,  not  in  idleness  or  inactivity, 
but  in  the  diligent  and  harmonious  exercise  of  the  powers  in 
Christian  service. 

In  “walking  the  good  old  way,”  we  find  and  enjoy  soul-rest. 
It  is  the  rest  of  faith.  As  Christians,  “the  life  that  we  live  in 
the  flesh  we  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  us 
and  gave  himself  for  us.”  Doubt  is  distress ; unbelief  is  mis- 
ery ; but  “ we  that  believe  do  enter  into  rest.”  It  is  the  rest  of 
a fixed  purpose  and  plan  of  life.  Indicision  is  unrest ; a roving 
heart  is  a restless  heart ; a vascillating  life  is  a troubled  life  ; but 
when  we  can  say,  with  David,  “ My  heart  is  fixed,”  then  do  we 
find  rest.  “ Let  thine  eyes  look  right  on  ; ponder  the  path  of 
thy  feet,  let  all  thy  ways  be  established ! ” 

It  is  the  rest  of  unity  ; the  unity  of  all  the  powers  in  harmo- 
nious exercise  toward  one  end.  Division  is  weakness,  and  weak- 
ness is  wretchedness.  Unity  is  strength,  and  strength  is  peace. 
Especially  is  this  true  in  the  life  of  the  church.  If  the  members 
pull  diverse  and  different  ways,  confronting  where  they  should 
consort  with  each  other,  the  unity  is  broken,  and  with  it  the  rest 
and  prosperity  ; but  with  united  hearts  and  hands,  peace  and 
prosperity  crown  their  labors. 
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The  Arab  proverb  declares  that  “three,  if  they  unite  against  a 
town,  will  ruin  it.”  “ Separate  the  atoms,”  says  Dr.  Guthrie, 
“ which  make  the  hammer,  and  each  would  fall  on  the  stone  as 
“ a snow  flake;  but  welded  into  one,  and  wielded  by  the  firm 
“ arm  of  the  quarry -man,  it  will  break  the  massive  rocks  asunder. 
“ Divide  the  water  of  Niagara  into  individual  drops,  and  they 
“ would  be  no  more  than  falling  rain  ; but  in  their  united  body, 
“ they  would  quench  the  fires  of  Vesuvius,  and  have  some  to 
“ spare  for  HCtna  into  the  bargain.” 

“Endeavoring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of 
“ peace,  we  find  * rest  for  our  souls.’  ” 

It  is  the  rest  of  fidelity.  A sense  of  rectitude,  a consciousness 
of  integrity  in  the  pursuit  and  practice  of  Christian  principles  ; 
a sense  of  the  Divine  approval  as  the  result  of  fidelity  to  Christ 
and  His  cause.  This  is  the  rest  and  reward  of  walking  in  the 
good  way.  “Ye  shall  find  rest  for  your  souls.” 

Early  in  the  Christian  era,  it  is  said  that  after  passing  through 
trying  and  troublous  times  and  scenes,  “ the  churches  had  rest 
“ throughout  all  Judea  and  Galilee  and  Samaria,  and  were  edi- 
“ fed ; and  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  and  in  the  comfort 
“ of  the  Holy  Ghost,  were  multiplied .” 

Edification  of  Christians  in  their  most  holy  faith,  fear  and  love; 
multiplication  of  the  number  of  the  redeemed,  and  such  are  the 
results  of  walking  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  the  comfort  of 
the  Holy  Ghost.  Such  is  the  rest  referred  to  in  the  text;  and 
such  the  blessed  fruitage  of  it.  This  is  our  need  as  a church  ; 
rest  from  change  and  conflict;  rest  from  selfish  and  wayward 
pursuits  ; rest  from  fear  and  fruitlessness  and  formality,  and  rest 
in  fixity  of  purpose  ; steadiness  of  aim  ; unity  of  effort ; con- 
sistent continuance  in  well-doing. 

“ Be  ye  steadfast,  immovable,  always  abounding  in  the 
“ work  of  the  Lord  ; forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labor 

“ IS  NOT  IN  VAIN  IN  THE  LORD.”  THEN  “ WALKING  IN  THE  FEAR 

“ of  the  Lord  and  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  we  shall 

“ BE  MULTIPLIED.” 

“ Stand  ye  in  the  ways  and  see,  and  ask  for  the  old  paths 

“ WHERE  IS  THE  GOOD  WAY’,  AND  WALK  THEREIN,  AND  YE  SHALL 
“ FIND  REST  FOR  YOUR  SOULS.” 
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Session, 

elected  on  the  rotaiy  system,  the  annual  meeting  being  held 
during  the  first  week  in  May. 

PRESENT  MEMBERS  AND  TERM  OF  OFFICE. 

Silas  E.  Mann,  3 years,  until  May,  1879. 

Charles  Barnes,  3 years,  until  May,  1879. 

Cyrus  Lull,  2 years,  until  May,  1878. 

George  Barnes,  2 years,  until  May,  1878. 

Charles  Kelly,  1 year,  until  May,  1877. 

Thomas  C.  Ward,  1 year,  until  May,  1877. 

Clerk — Charles  Kelly. 

Treasurer — Cyrus  Lull. 

Moderator — Rev.  J.  Edward  Close. 

©oufjcssimi  of  Faith  and  (Coucnaut. 

Candidates  for  church  membership  make  the  following  Con- 
fession of  Faith  and  Covenant : 
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CONFESSION  OF  FAITH. 

The  candidate  is  thus  addressed  : 

“ You  appear  in  this  public  manner,  before  God,  to  dedicate 
“ yourself  to  His  service  and  to  unite  with  His  visible  people. 

“ Receiving  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  as 
“ the  Word  of  God,  and,  therefore,  your  rule  of  faith  and  prac- 
“ tice,  you  confess  your  faith  in  the  One  only  living  and  true 
“ God,  therein  revealed  as  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost. 

“ You  believe  that  man  was  originally  created  in  holiness  and 
“ happiness,  but,  through  disobedience  to  the  command  of  God, 
“ ‘all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  His  glory 

“ That  ‘God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only  begot- 
“ ten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  Him  might  not  perish, 
“ but  have  everlasting  life;’  that  Jesus  Christ,  by  His  incarna- 
“ tion,  sufferings  and  death,  made  a full  atonement  for  the  sins 
“ of  all  mankind  ; so  that  God  can  now  be  just,  while  He  justi- 
“ .fies  those  who  believe  in  Jesus  : 

“ That  all  who  do  truly  repent  of  their  sins,  and  believe  on 
“ the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  will  be  pardoned,  justified,  sanctified 
“ and  saved,  and  those  only  : 

“ That  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Christ  affords  the  only 
“ decisive  and  satisfactory  evidence  of  Christian  character  ; and 
“ that  this  obedience  should  be  speciallv  manifested  by  consecra- 
“ tion  to  Christ  and  His  cause,  doing  good  to  all  men  as  we  have 
“ opportunity,  together  with  the  seeking  for  and  perfecting  that 
“ personal  holiness  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the  Lord  : 

f 

“ That  God  has  instituted  a visible  church  among  men  ; that 
“ Christ  is  its  head,  and  that  all  who  repent  of  their  sins,  believe 
“ on  Jesus  Christ,  and  are  baptized,  should  enjoy  its  privileges, 
“ and  do  all  in  their  power  to  sustain  it.” 

“ Do  you  so  profess  ?” 

[Candidate  answers,  “ I do  and,  if  not  previously  baptized, 
the  ordinance  of  baptism  is  administered.] 
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COVENANT. 

“ Having  made  public  profession  of  your  faith  in  Ghrist,  yon 
“ now  enter  into  covenant  with  this  church. 

“ Foil  promise  obedience  to  the  government  of  this  church  ; 
“ to  walk  with  us  in  conformity  with  your  profession  of  faith ; 
“ and  to  seek  the  peace,  purity,  and  prosperity  of  this  church.” 

“ Do  you  so  promise  ?” 

[On  the  reply,  “ I do,”  the  whole  church  arises,  the  officiating 
minister  welcoming  the  candidate  to  fellowship  in  manner  fol- 
lowing :] 

“ We,  then,  the  officers  and  members  of  this  church,  do  cor- 
“ dially  and  joyfully  welcome  you  to  our  fellowship,  promising 
“ you  our  affection,  our  sympathy,  and  our  prayers ; and  as  you 
“ and  we  thus  joyfully  enter  into  covenant  witli  God  and  with 
“ one  another,  we  all  promise  to  he  subject  to  one  another  in 
“ love.  We  will  bear  one  another’s  hardens,  and  so  fulfill  (the 
“ law  of  Christ.  We  will  be  of  one  heart  and  one  accord,  till 
“ we  go  hence  unto  the  general  assembly  of  the  first  born,  whose 
“ names  are  written  in  heaven. 

u Ministering  in  the  name  of  Christ,  and  in  behalf  of  >the 
“ officers  and  members  of  this  church,  1 give  to  you  the  right 
“ hand  of  fellowship.  And  at  fast  may  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
“ take  you  by  the  hand,  as  we  now  do,  and  bring  you  into  the 
“ fellowship  of  the  Redeemed  in  heaven.  Amen!” 


(Corammuow  Reasons. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  is  administered  on  the 
first  Lord’s  da}7  in  January,  March,  May,  July,  September  and 
November. 

Preparatory  lectures  on  the  next  previous  Saturday  afternoon. 

Children  may  be  presented  for  Baptism  on  these  occasions. 

Stated  meetings  of  Session  are  held  after  preparatory  lect- 
ures, for  examination  of  candidates,  and  such  business  as  needs 
attention. 
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public  W&ox&Uip 

is  held  on  the  morning  and  evening  of  the  Lord’s  day,  at  10£ 
a.  m.  and  7 p.  m. 

SVaya*  Hlcctinys, 

Sabbath  evenings,  from  6 to  7 o’clock;  Thursday  evenings,  at 
7 o’clock. 

Xlxc  25 o aval  of  a'vxistces 

consists  of  six  members,  elected  on  a rotary  plan  similar  to  that 
of  the  Session,  two  being  elected  at  each  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society,  which  is  held  during  the  first  week  in  May.  The  pres- 
ent members  are  : 

Term  of  Office  Expires. 

Isaac  C.  Otis  and  John  Tyler,  - - - - May  1,  1879. 

James  McKissick  and  Chas.  Kelly,  - - May  1,  1878. 

Thacher  Stevens  and  W.  H.  Nash,  - - May  1,  1877. 

Clerk — Charles  Kelly. 

Treasurer— Wm.  F.  Jayne  (to  whom  applications  for  seats 
should  be  made). 

Radies'  Aid  Society. 

President — Mrs.  Mary  Purce. 

Vice-President— A.  B.  Howe. 

Treasurer— 1 Mrs.  SartIh  Buck. 

Secretary — Miss  Cordelia  Blakeslie. 

Annual  meeting,  first  week  in  March. 

Saftftatft  Softool. 

Superintendent — Mr.  C.  13.  Barnes. 

Assistant  Superintendent — Prof.  F.  N.  Wright. 

Treasurer—  Miss  Cordelia  Blakeslie. 

Secretary — Miss  Kate  N.  Peck. 

Librarian — Mr.  W.  F.  Jayne. 

Assistant  Librarian — Miss  Sara  Otis. 
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Session  each  Sabbath  morning  at  12  o’clock. 

Sabbath  school  Concerts  on  the  last  .Sabbath  evening  of  Jan- 
uary, March,  May,  July,  September,  and  November. 


fptatsleicial  jiappmd  and  gtwMeiital 

cases. 

Subscriptions  and  free  will  offerings  for  the  ministerial  support 
are  collected  every  Sabbath  morning ; for  the  Sexton  and  inci- 
dentals, every  Sabbath  evening. 

Ikacuolcaccs. 

Free-will  offerings,  through  the  envelope  system,  are  collected 
as  specified,  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  alternate  months. 

January. — Home  Missions  and  Sustentation. 

March. — Foreign  Missions. 

May. — Education  and  Ministerial  Relief. 

July . — Publication. 

September. — Church  Erection. 

November. — Freedmen. 


SELECTIONS. 


(READ,  MARK,  LEARN  AND  INWARDLY  DIGEST.) 


I.  HOW  TO  BUILD-UP  A CHUECH. 

Take  the  opposite  course  to  that  suggested  in  the  following  satire. 


II.  HOW  TO  BREAK  DOWN  A CHURCH. 

“ I.  Discourage  the  Pastor.  (1)  By  attending  only  one  Sabbath  Service.  (2)  By 
neglecting  prayer  (and  other)  meetings.  (3)  Criticise  your  minister  freely,  praise  him 
sparingly,  censure  him  plentifully,  pray  for  him  little  or  none.  (1)  Withhold  your  co- 
operation generally. 

II.  Discourage  your  Fellow  Members.  (1)  By  observing  the  foregoing  direc- 
tions. (2)  Complain  about  everything  they  do,  or  don’t  do.  (3)  Place  yourself  at 
the  head  oi  a clique,  and  by  their  aid  keep  the  church  constantly  in  hot  water. 
(4)  Meanwhile,  complain  of  the  bad  treatment  you  are  receiving.  (5)  Be  as  much  like 
Diotrephes.  and  as  little  like  Paul,  as  you  can.  (6)  Encourage  suspicion  ; be  scant  and 
spare  in  the  exercise  of  charity ; if  you  are  poor,  be  envious  of  the  rich ; if  you  are 
rich,  shun  the  poor.  Be  as  much  like  the  priest  and  Levite  who  “ passed  by  on  the 
other  side,”  and  as  little  like  the  good  Samaritan,  in  your  attitude  toward  sinners,  as 
possible. 

III.  Destroy  the  Confidence  of  the  Community.  (1)  Observe  the  foregoing. 
(2)  Tell  people  you  are  in  the  church  by  force  of  circumstances,  but  have  no  respect 
for  the  way  business  is  conducted.  (3)  Publish  the  faults  of  your  brethren.  (4)  Make 
no  effort  to  induce  people  to  attend  the  church.  (5)  Take  no  part  in  any  Christian 
work.  (6)  Publish  your  want  of  faith  in  the  church  ; and  prophecy  that  it  will  fail,  go 
down,  blow  up,  never  succeed.  By  observing  these  directions  faithfully,  you  may  have 
the  satisfaction,  if  the  church  is  not  unusually  vigorous,  of  witnessing  the  fulfillment 
of  your  predictions.” 


III.  WHY  WE  JOIN  THE  CHURCH. 

“Do  men  go  to  school  because  they  know  so  much,  or  because  they  know  so  little? 
Do  men  go  to  a physician  because  they  are  sick,  or  do  they  wait  until  they  are  well  and 
then  go?  Yet,  to  hear  people  speak  of  uniting  with  the  church,  one  would  suppose 
that  tfiey  thought  it  their  duty  to  stay  out  till  they  were  perfect  and  then  to  join  it  as 
ornaments.  They  who  are  weak  but  wish  strength  ; they  who  are  unable  to  go  alone 
and  need  sympathy  and  society  to  hold  them  up  ; they  who  are  lame  and  need  crutches; 
in  short,  they  who  know  the  plague  and  infirmity  of  a selfish  heart,  a worldly  nature, 
a sinful  life,  and  who  desire  aboye  all  things  to  be  lifted  above  them,  have  a prepara- 
tion for  the  church.  If  you  could  walk  without  limping,  why  use  a crutch  at  all  ? If 
you  are  already  good  enough,  why  go  into  a church  ? But  if  you  are  so  lame  that  a 
staff  is  a help;  so  infirm  that  company  and  ordinances  will  aid  you,  then  you  have  a 
right  to  the  fellowship  of  the  church.  To  unite  with  a church  is  not  to  profess  that 
you  are  a saint,  that  you  are  good,  that  you  are  better  than  others.  It  is  but  a public 
recognition  of  your  weakness  and  spiritual  necessities.  The  church  is  not  a gallery 
for  the  better  exhibition  of  eminent  Christians,  but  a school  for  the  education  of  im- 
perfect ones ; a nursery  for  the  care  of  weak  ones ; a hospital  for  the  better  healing  of 
those  who  need  assiduous  care.” 

(The  above  are  selected  from  eminent  authors  ) 


